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PREFACE 



ri 



4 . 

■J 


Vasious drcunrtsttincts tf^ok me to Kaffimir in the spring 
of 1S91, I did not see much of the Happy Valley itself; 
but for the greater part of a year I was travelling among 
thosie desolate mountain-tnicts that lie to the nortli of it* 
where the ranges Jf Um BfJadbo JCoodi and Karakoram 
form the boimdaiy.beli^v'efeh doesmiahs of th® Jlaliarajah 
and that somewhat yagpdyf 
Ontral AsIjl " 


Great changes are now being ctfccted ip Kashmir ; we 
are actively intfarfmhg m the "aidittimsn^tfdn of the 


country, and introducing much-needed reforms, which 
will produce important results in the immediate future. 


The affairs of tliis State are likely soon to attract a good 
deal of attention, arid therefore a description of the 
country as it is to-day* and some account oi the relations 
which exist between the Indian Empire and her tributary^ 
and of the steps that are being taken to, safeguard Im¬ 
perial interests on that portion of our frontier* tnay not be 
inopportune. 


1 have* 50 far as is possible* confined my^lf to a narrative 
of my own experiences, to a plain statement of what I 
mysdi saw, without attempting to theorise as to what 
ought to be done or left undone on the frontier. The 
Indian Goveruinent can be trusted to do everything for 
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the best^ as heretofore ; arid while it is fcjoltsh for pwplt 
at home to airily criticise the policy of those highlv^ 
trained experts who have made the complicated prolw 
lems of owr v\shitic ruk die study of a liktimep it ts 
stm more foolish for one to do so w’ho has spent bat a 
year in the East, and ivho^ therefore, has just had time 
to realise what a vast amount lie has yet to leam. 

In the course of my joumey 1 was luckily enabled to 
accompany my friend^ Mr Walter Jjawrence, the ^iiettle- 
ment Officer who has been appointed to the Kashmir 
State, on one ol his officjal tours, and saw something of 
his mteresting and successful work; 1 visited the mystic 
land of Ladak w^th Captain Boavct, the explorer of Tibet; 
reached Gilgit in time to take part in Colonel EhirandV 
expedition against the raiding IIunaa-Nagarb ; and fell in 
witli other exceptional opportunities for obr^erving how 
things are managed on the frontier, both in peace and 
war. 

My thanks are due to the editors of Th^ Times^ Th^ 
Graphic, and Bimik and IVkite for the permissLon they 
have kindly given me to reproduce in this book portions of 
articles w^hieh 1 wrote for those papers. 

The illustratiori of the Devil Dance at Ifimis is a repro¬ 
duction of a drawing (by Mr J, Fmnemore^ from tor^ 
photographs) which appeared in Black and Whiie. 

Tlie whole region included in the sketch-map which 
accompanies this ■^-olume is an intricate mass of mightv 
mountains cloven by innamfrable mvinc&. In order to 
avoid confusion superfluous detail has been avoided : the 
principal T.'nlJeys alone have been indicated, white tho two 
great parallel w'atershcds of the Hindoo Kot>>li and the 
Western Himala>-as have been purposely emphsisbed, 
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expense of the no less lofty subordinate branches of 
either chain. 

Kashiwr has been called the northmi bastion of India, 
Gilgit can be described as her farther outpost.. And hard 
by Gitgit it is that, Ln an undefined way, on the hi^ Koof 
of the World—what more fitting a place 1—the three 
greatest Empires of the Earth meet—Great Britain, Russia, 
and China. Hence the title I have given to this book. 

E. F. K. 




* 
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WHERE THREE EMPIRES MEET 

CHAFTER I 

SNOW-THE HOAR tlTtO KASI!:»rR”T<lE JHELAK—ROMEL 

Ok Febnjaiy 1891, leaving the tlimi very dense [ogs 
of London. I embarked on the good ship Rmr, of the 
PcninsulEir and Oriental Comimn5\ faoimd fot Bombay ^ 
The winter had been a notoriousiy severe onei and a great 
portion of tlie northern half of our globe was still under 
snow* Whenever we sighted high land betw^n luiglartd 
and Port Said we had proofs of this. On dqnblingCli 15 ^alta^ 
we saw the Siem Nevada, on the Spanish coast, gleaming ^ 
white from flie jagged summits almost down to the base, 
wliilo on the African shore Mount Atlas supported the 
misty heaven op eold. pale shdulders. Fartlier onp as wt: 
steamed towards the Straits of Mcssinil. we saw the dome 
of Etmip pale piih and nnsubstantial lookingp floating in 

mid-air; ^ - t 

Mv companionj Mr Charles Speddingp and I amved at 
Bombay on March 23, From here to our immediate 
destination, Rawal Pindi. is little mote than a three 
jotimey by express tram i but we traversed India in 
(eisiirciy f:ishiodp remaining a day or bA'o at Born^y to 
see the Eaves ol Elepbanta and the Towers of Silence j 
halting anotlier dav at Agra to visit that surely fairtst 
building eter raised by man. the magical Taj ; and two 
or three days more at Lahore, so that it was not until tlie 
moming of April 5 that we^ig ht^^ nui- train at Raws] 
Rndi station, and saw before lis to the nortfitne snow^ 
covered ratiges of the outer Himalayas, 

We bad come to the barrier of those seemingly intermin¬ 
able dusty plains of India which we had ^efi traversing 
lor di\*s, and already found ourselves in a different dimate. 
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The fresh vr^ deliciouFily cool and 

ajid the clear blue sky aytis of a different tint and pleasanter 

to look at than the heaven of the sultry &nth. 

We drove from tliestatioii to die house of Mr Dhanjibhoy. 
a ccuirtwjus l^^arsee gentleman u-ho contracts to carry nialls^ 
passengers, and baggie between KawaJ Pindi and Srinagar, 
the capital of Kashinir, He informed us that there were still 
eight feet of snow on parts of the rnad, and tliat Jiindslips 
and avalanches had destroyed it in places and carried awav 
bridges, but that it was how more or less passable, ancl 
that he wDs running the mail to Srinagar, a drstance oi 
225 miles, in forty-eight hours^ Passengers with baggage, 
however, could not travel nearly so fast as this. 

By the time we had breakfasted Mr Dhanjibhoy had all 
ready for us, and our caravan, sl^urted. Four oV live of 
those durns>^ slow, and altogeUicr nnscientifitally con¬ 
structed little vehides known as and Avliich, T 

snpp:^, has'c been in use in India ever since wheels were 
invented, carried our servants and our baggage, while 
ounk-ives got into a ion^a, a handy little two-horse trap* 
A Punjabi coachmati drove us at a good hvdve mtles an 
hour towards the hills, whtk a lad hung on iiehind, blowing 
a horn to gho! waniing of our wild approach whenever we 
were about to turn a comer.changed horses ovety 
five miles or so, of^d in less than an hour and a hall we 
rearhed the oittpc/sfe of the mountains. The tnad now' 
w-ound along the sides of pleasant valleys with wooded 
slopes and cultiA-ated bottoms virid with tlie green of 
young rice. We gradually ascended^ the air getting per¬ 
ceptibly cot>kr, till we reached the dak bungalow or post- 
house of Tret, which is twenty-five miles from Rmvol Pindi. 
The ekkas came inriang tdter us ; our daily progress had 
of course, to be regulated by that ol the ekkas, 

Tlie nest day, having allowed the tardy okkas to get a 
good start, we were oil again. We onlv accomplidied 
InurtMm miles tJus dav, to Mnrrec: but theVoad rig^iejeed 
up the hills by a steady jucIuik all the way, and wiis t^ins 
for horses. ^ ° 

Ai county- passed through remiuded one of 

the fiur ^-alleys on the Italian slope of the .\lps in Bprine 
We drove Uimneh woods of fragrant deodais and fits - ifii 
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£r\sit“trees> ihc violets imd othe^r flowere were all in blossom* 
while clear cool water rail memly dowTi ever\' hollow. Bot 
when we got higher, the air was cold and the scenew had a 
wintry aspect. TTie road was in very bad condition, and 
in places was being repaired by large gangs of coolies. 

Ekkas Vi'ere not to be proctircd bey^ond MuTree, and all 
pur hea^y had to be carried on the backs of coolies 

for the re^st of the w'ay. But it was arranged that tongas 
should be sent from Sfinagai to meet us at the point where 
the mail again became practicable for horses, to cairy 
ous^Jves and our light baggage^ So as to pvc the cotjU^ 
a good start, Spading halted us for three da)^ at this 
cheerless but bracing spot. 

On April o iiVe w'erc off again* We had to walk a few nul^ 
to the point where the road was open ; here rve 
tongas awaiting ns, and we rattled away doviTi the hills. 
The journey for the next fe-iv days was one calculated to 
tr>' the nerves a bit. The road was in very bad conation : 
landslips had been frequent; rickety temporary bridges 
look the place of those that had been swept away: where 
the road had fallen bodUy into the abyss, a track onlyjust 
sufficiently broad to allow the tonga to pass had been 
cleared. Once one of our horses and a wheel of the tonga 
did slip over the side^ on which we promptly jumped out. 
Luckily, there w^ere some road-meuders by who rescued 
carriage and animats, pulling them back before they rolled 
over the precipice^ Our reckless coachman, toon had an 
unpleasant fashion of dri^ang at full gallop aloi^ these 
dangerous places and round the sharp turns where no 
parapet existed at the edge of the dlff* 

The relays were frequent, and, without e?cecption, when 
the fresh horses were put in at a stage tliej^ jibbed and 
plunged madJv for a few minutes* the sore backs which 
had been inflicted on the poor animals by negligence being 
obviously the cause. It is lucky that the post-houses where 
the changes are made are always at an easy part of the road 
with no precipice very near, else senous accidents would 
be the ndo and not the exception on tliis road. 

We passed gangs of coolie^ working on tlic wtcc ked road 
at frequent interv^s. Tlicy were csf various hill-raceSi 
Kashmiris, Baltis, and Fathans, goodmatured fellow's. 
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ready to laugh tod Intiirchange a jokt, and also to help ns 
by puslung on the tonga over a bad bit, or clearing fallen 
boulders from our path. 

After (Mving some way we entered the vaflcy- of the 
nver Jhelam, the classical Hydaspes, which fanned the 
tastp^ limit of the conquests of Alexander tlie Great It 
IS said tharhe embiu-ked on it to descend to the Indus. He 
must have had a rough and anxious vovngc if it was then the 
l^ing, nishine, rack-encumbered' torrent it is now, 
nils po^on of the nver is not navigable for a craft of any 
dKcnption, bnt qiiimtities of smaU logs-^to be used as 
rmlwayrslecpers m India—are cut in the forests of Kashmir 
tod thrown into it -niesc- ate washed down to the Ihinjab, 
where the f^nts of the Maharajah Collect as main' as are 
not dashed into miitchwowi 

Tlie raad from Kohala onwards, which completes tlit 
COTnwtioii between Rawal Pindi and Srinagar, was con- 
Ksushmir State. This is tS only road 
pitoticable far w-heHs in the whole of tWs county'. It 
^ ccmmenced in the- reign of the late Maharajah.' The 
however, was very slow for a time 
only thirty miles of it having been finished, alter scvml 
5^^ labour, when Sir Spedding contracted to complete 
the remaining portion without delay. He brought his work 
to a satisfactory conclusion in iSgo. having tfverime all 
the extraoi^mary natural difficulties which this moZfa^- 
‘ opposes to the engineer. It is spoken of by 
cornet ent ludgs as being one of the finest momitain r’jar^ 
m the w?tTld. It is needless to speak in tJiis place of its 
strategical importtoce toil i shall have plenty to^v later 
on concerning its prolongalton, on which Sp5dij^e il 
stiU wortang-a militan,- road connecting SrinSSr^^ith 
Gilgit, the extieme noithem outpost of Kashmir and 

thmfore, of the regions under BriUsh influence ' 

The scei^ through ^vhich we now drove was verv 
piecing, Ihe steep slopes of the mountains w“e S 
cultivated tp. a considerable heiuht ® i 

’built-up tirraecs of soil were irrigated bv little ortificiid 

along the hillsida; the groves of peach n-iltiin * 

almond, and other frait-trecs, mostly tiow ii^full blSm; 
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vines trained op tht poplars as in Italy, and the scattered 
palch^ of surions grain, showing the existtmee of a ton- 
sidcnihle and indnstriotis peasantry. The whole oi the 
Kashmir Stale is practicallv independent of rain. A fairly 
hard winter* storing a sufficiency of snow on the mnnntain 
tops, so that the gradual thaw* through the summer keeps 
the irrigation canals constantly brinmntig, is all that is 
wantetl to ensure an ahujidant harv<?st* Every great 
^[kInme that has occurred in Kashmir lias been caused, not 
by summer droughty hut by a trm mild win ter, or by heavy 
rains in the hut season, which have fiooded the plains and 
destrojTii the crops- , 

Above this terraced culti^Tition were the pine-iorests 
and the pastures on which numbers of sheep and goats 
were feeding ; while, far abow, seen through gaps of the 
lower ranges, rose tiic great snowy pe^. 

The road now follow'ed the predpitcu^ left bank of the 
Jhelam* passing sometimes o^^^r ^aUmes that had been 
carried along the face of perpendicular cliffs* sometimes 
under tunnels that had been driven through rocky b^es^. 
HerCj the avalanche and landslip' that had [oliowed the 
enormous snowfall of the winter had damaged the road 
in manV places. destroying parape ts and bridgeis. 

This night's halting-place was the dak hungalow of Duloi^ 
forty miles from Mutrec. This is a comfortable post- 
hott^, as are all those on the Kaslsmir section of the roai 
On the following day^we travelled to I>omel, and putjip_ in 
what is the prettiest dak bungalow in Kashmir* situated 
at a beautifully verdant spot at a bend of the foaming river 
and coinmaning a delightful View both up and down the 
valley. 

A walk through the little bazaar afterr breakfast brought 
me to the fine iron bridge which here^spans the river. Close 
by, the Ktshengunga River joins the Jlielam, and is spanned 
by a llglit siispen^on bridge which surtiioimts an old 
wooden cantilever bridge, tiott broken-backed and falling 
in. \Mierevcr anything more permanent and solid than a 
rope bridge is rot^uLred in Kashnur it has been customa^* 
from time immemorial, to build it on the cantilever prin¬ 
ciple, generally of one arch* the supporting timbem pro* 
jecting one over another from the baiik, their shore ends 
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Ixring w-oightfU doTO witJi miisonn- Thiw Kashmir 
nndg?s are strongly constnictpd. and some still in use are 
aJ adtiquily. 

At Spjcdding had buitticss in tnuisacE, so we halted 

lor a lew day^, ai^d a plea^nter spot could not hav-e Wn 
cno&cri lor the purpose. 

On emsfiiig the Eirid^e on the nioming after Our arrival, 
I toniid a picturesque encampment which served to remind 
me that I wiis now well on mv way to Central Asia Tliis 
7^A rr'iin Yarkund that was brificing a 

considcriLble freight of carpets anil tea across the mountains 
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to Iniha. Tlie men wamly dad in clumsy robes and 

from far and wade, dad in their festaLt^m^r tS 
bathed m the sacred Jhelanj. fisasted or r*^ 

10 the I.™, and mode" me,,,:, u 
thi^ cbf ery, fine ptt>ple enjoj-ing tlii-ir holifhv 

il .o. .hlhjee ..eie h,„ ,ta, ,L? 
disaster reachrf us. I Mired tfe, ajrorrflS te 
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an itnpnsssioii abroad lhal there were troubles ahead on 
the frontier; vague nimonrs were in the air of coming 
disturbances in the NorthA\’est. The Black Jlouutaiii 
fanatics were again preparing lor war just beyond the 
mDimtains to the west of ns, and within sight of the Muiree 
hills. We heard that the Chins had risen, that a general 
outbreak of the Miranrab had taken place, and tliat our 
troops would be attacked by a force of nearly io,OW 
Afridb, Akhils, and Mishtis. Spedding remarked, ' 1 
should not be surprised if vk see some fighting before we 
leave this country." 

Another guest arrived at the bungalow during our stay. 
This was Captain Bower, of the 17th Bengal Caval^, well 
known as a traveller and explorer in Central Asia, who 
has since made his name still more famous by bis extra* 
ordinary journey across Tibet from Ladak to Shanghai. 
He was now on lib way to Srinagar to organise his caravan, 
and intended to set out for Ladak as soon as the passre 
between Kadimir and the Tibetan frontier w-erc open, I 
had some interesting conversations with him ctmoeroing 
those desolate regions, and he pointed out to me on the 
map a long blank space stretching across the north “f 

1 hope to do away with a good deal of tiiat Wank* ne 
said, " when I relura." He suggested that, later on, 1 
should accompany him as far as the Cbiucse frontier, and see 
the curious Bud^bt coiintrv of I^dak. 1 ivas very glad 
to avail mi-self of the opportunity of visiting that region 
in the company of one who knew'it so well, and agreed to 
join him. 


CHAPTER II 

KAUMOnCA—KASHHIttl SOATimS—ACSOSa Ttta WMlAa tAKa 
TUB VALK or KASSina—A STO«M OM fUK LAKS 

Ox April 24 p Sp^xldiog and I started for Barainoula, where 
we wt^re to le^ivc ihe cuiTt road to ThiSi^ 

our last day^s jotimey on the road, carried us through the 
fairt^st countrj^ we had yet seen. drove through picas- 
ttiit groves of chestnuts, Vi'nliiuts, peaches, p^ars^ cherries, 
uiulbcfrics, and apples* all oI which are indigeiicius to 


8 WHERE three E3KPIRES MEET 

this favotirqd land, whUe (he tvild «iies liane in festoons 
from the branches. The fresh grass beneath the trees 

fioTCrs-great twrujottacoloured 
fithets—while hawthorn 
b^cs m fuU blossom emulated the whiteness of the snotvs 
above. TJe mountains, t chi, Vinre eruggj' and grand in 
outline. Si^khng cascajd(!s dashed over many a hijjh 
precipice. It ^as a land of running water, of fruit and 
flowera and birds, and sweet odours, that made one think 
that the l^mire ^far-famed Kashmir had not been 

exaggerated by the Oriental poets. 

But IhGugh in the tmitory of the Maharajah, we were 
not reaily yet w Ka^mir proper; for thou^nZ coZ 

State, Kashmir itself is still 
^tneted to the V^c, or rather great alluvial plain of 

valleys running into it It was 
Baramoula that we eraeiS 
from the drflc that forms the gateit^av of Kashmir and saw 
liefore ^ the co^cncement of that fair oasis whlij 1^0 
ctmotisly ^brfdcd in the midst of the ruggS 

the Jhelam ^ ey, culttvated plains liordcr the river tnd 
^e ramg usclf broadens into a slowK^iw 

steam. Just beyond Baramoula the last spum S ril 
hilJs slope gently into the iTist plain which stretches to th^ 
far-away, dim. snpwy ranges. After having bcM shut in 
for daj’B Within the narrow horizons of the Piplai*, 

ears, it seemed pleasant and stranedv somh.w !» 
suddenJy upon this extensive lands^ and 
bulks of this calo.. blood ootaTSwi^il^f ““ 
my 0, to book Ui, MlJlouorf So JS “ ™‘ '»« » 

The distance from Baramoula to Srina^r w i.. j 
thirty^twii mUes; but the usual LthK SJl 5' 

to the capital is by boat, up the siorioM fhelani 
the Woolar Uke. a twenty hours' pnZiy.Uy^t 
of the nvTr we found onr servants awiiti’ni> “y ™nKs 
piles of baggage. .A number die^Sh 

trawlhng. boats arc ^kd, were draJn up^ong 
hard-by, ^d the nv^ crows clamoured round i^ S 
usual persistent way for our custom. WV engiged ^ 
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mnny boats ^ wtfti necessary fur ottr p^ty and 
embarked, V *- ■ 

A doongah is a sort of large puntp Mty feet long or more, 
panJy roofed ever wiili matting, supported by a wooden 
framtnvurk. 'fhe two ends of uie boat arc left open, and 
here ihe men, wometi, and diUdren ffjnnirig die 
work their ishort paddles* or quimt Most of the ronfed-in 
portion is placed at the service of the tnLt'eller who engage 





but a small space tn the stem is ctit off by a maT^id reserved 
for tile crew\ generally consisting of one man, his wi^-cs and 
children^ who Jive and do their cookiiig there. 

'Hie Hanj is, or boatmen, form a separate class in Kashmir. 
Tliev arc fine^ooking men, nthletic^ hard-working, and 
extremely court cons. Their women when yc>>ing are often 
beautifub and the children, of whom they appenr to be 
vtr^' fond, are the prctti(^t litde creatures Lniai^nable, 

Our servants occupiefl one doongalip in which they 
could prcpiire our meals, while vie Engiishmeu had a 

I 
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dotiugah eacli to live in. Thfre is not niiich privacy in 
nnc of Uiese craft, and while travelling at night light 
sleepers must not expect repose, for the men sing wild 
choruses and tie women diatter uiiceasingl}'^ 

We were towed and paddled through the greater piirt 
oi the mgM, but when 1 awoke at dawn I found all quiet— 
^n the ^bies were stiU, and our crews were steeping 
^ httle feet w^ brought up alongside the bank where 
the V\oo]ar Lake flows into the jhelam, close to the villagt^ 
of bopor. 1 now- saw arotind me the \^aJe of Kashmir in 
Its etitirety; a vast green plain wilfi lakeland many 
winding stre^, surrounded by a distant ^ck uf great 
tnoun putting it in on all sides with a seembigly 

Iwiebt, some of the highest in the world indeed, 
g^aitung dimly m the morning light. It is not strange 
that Uie invaders wbn came upon this sw«t oasis after 
months of travcHmg among the fearful and arid^mountaiii 

wT entiiusiastic over its fertile 

beauty and hailed it as the first paradise. 

pie Vale of Kas^ir is about 3200 feet above the sea ■ 

It 15 m-al m shape, ^mg, roughly, one hundred miles long 

Late is tea 

™i<h, m Jen^ and s.,x in breadth, but its waters, 

the extenspe swamps and low pastures, often extend over 

^ «a, of which 

of considEmble size, which rushing fb>TnrtK« * ■ 

p.rs» from ,1.. el«dom mni 

sclv€is into th^ lake, and so ultimatelv tk t ^ 

Before tlie breaking away of the barrier at Jhelam. 

kvTi of the lake wls soL 6™ fmKr 
The liberated waters washed away vast auw^f-^ 1'°^' ' 
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pnrtiDns uf tliis arurimt he6 that were Idt by the subsiding 
waters ; these are the KsireWfiLlK* as they are called^ flat- 
topp^ hills, ^vith steep diflf stdes rising s^mit hundre^ 
of feet above the plain, wiudi fona a striking featiire in 
the seencty of the VaJe^ 

Tatars, TibetanSp Afghans, and Sikhs have 

all in ttim overrun the Happy V'alley, whose inhabitants 
have b^i obliged to submit to each new tyranny. They 
have, in consequence, acquired a habit of submissive nicek- 
ness wiiicb aJmost amounts to cowardice, lb dr very 
abjectiiess has been tbeir salvation ; for their conquerors 
not having to fear thenij did not attempt to exterminate 
them or to dispossess them of their lands^ but left them to 
cultivate the rich sob and carry on their industries, their 
enslavers appropriafiiig the results of their labour. They 
still culti^'ate the best lands, and are likdy to prosper under 
the l?eneficcnt regime which the Indian Government-is 
introducing. It is lo be hoped that greater liberty will 
tend to make men of them ; but it taki" long to raise 
them from the degradation into which they have been 
sunk by ages of oppres=^ldn. 

It w^as late in the afternoon belore our fleet got under 
The crew-s paddled along lustily and we wre 
StKifi well away from the land on the broad inland sea. 
Tl^ alr was stiH and stdtrVt and tli^ camt a stormy sunset 
Hech t~colounng. The unintermpted wall of 
mountains which surrounded tiSj many of whose peaks 
out-topped Mont Bljmc by tlioasands of feet+ presented a 
very fine appearance in the distance, _ the vast snowy 
wastes being lit here %vith a pale yellow light, here ^lot^g _ 
like molte n gold^ a nd here gleaming purest whiteT^TAhLle 
TtiFTlecp, sliadowd defiles that dove the biLls w^ere purple 
black. But on the Jake itsell night was already faUing. 
and by the dim light all that we could distinguish round 
us was the dark water and the high sumrmts of tho^ 
Himalayan deserts of rock, ice,, and suowv D^jvlrich,the sun*s 
rays still rested, som ethin g u iiCjuLrtEIv-ln-tpfi^ 

» colouring and in the_d.<^atlqn pf .ri^c.sceiLe-aa-34fiilIasJa_tlie 
immensitv of the distances.- It migh t have been some 
landscape of the ruined muon* so hldess and strange it 
seemeth 
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s 4 SL'S violent 

sea at once got ap on the br^! '^*dle a rough 

blown nff tb>. r^£ nf fbp u Hiattiug vi-^ 

taken in bjiJhe«^B ^c».uldbe^ 

craft, and forthwith a Vr™™T^**'^ tumbled on board cadi 
tlie twatmen^^^Sudi 

women, and children wprp never heard before—men, 
in one terrified chorn^ It ™"IS howling 

the heavy boats again.t » ^n'T-, “ t® 

fleet had to^Sk beW S 5 “ 
land on where stood^^ ^tiain- 

terror the raen^rnbled a. sm^ ^iJla§e, In thetr 

fusion, each Sn« hopeless con- 

instead of lending ^We '^“ig his fellows 

shore when, with a S™ 2 almost reached the 

suddenly shifted and threitened't^d'^* 
broadest part of the the 

worse than ever. Luokirv became 

to a quarter that was fair^fol^m^H ^W^ted again 

straggled hard with their r^a^* scared tnariners 

more fantastic th™ motmtains appeared 

and for some time afterSm ^n ‘te peaks ; 

plateau shone out with an far-off, snowv 

else was dark. ancanny yelfow light when all 

iMatmen ^SSeJeTto bTiTtS'fo^ l>eached, and our 
themselves irith food. ^nd gorge 
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gorgcSp but a pladd stream, as broad as th& Tliames at 
Kew, winding sluggisLdy across tht; fiat alluvial plains. 
Our men had now put aside the paddles, and were tramping 
along the hank with the towiines. The sky was dear, 
the air cool and pure, after the storm * it was veritable 
Kashmir Spring w^cather. 

TTie hea^y boats were towed but slow'l>\ so we often 
disembarked and ^valkcd along die banks whkb have here 
beeji ajrtifidally raised to prevent dm water overfiowing 
the adjacent land, mudi ol the plain at this season being 
considerably below' the Icvd ol the river. 

AU round us wm die great circle of snowy ranges diat 
cneompass the plain. We traversed fine pastures at this 
blue with a species of^g^very common in Kashmir, 
We passed ullages pleasantly embowered amongst wralnut, 
mulberry, and other trees, while frequently dm great 
chenars or plane-trees, which form one of the ftaftircs of 
the Happy Vaitey, stood Uke giants above the others. It 
w'as a land of birds, too* Numbers of larks mre singing 
to the rising sun, there was a cooing of doves and a caUlng 
of cuckoos, ivhije brighdv*-colouret] and quaint little 
hoopoes wi^e darting among the foliage^ elevating their 
impertinent crests as they stared at ti5 with an &Jcpres5ion 
that plainly said, " \Miat right have you people in our 
country' ? " 

At last w^e saw ahead of us the two landmarks of Srinagar* 
which are \isib1e far across tiie plain—the prison and 
fortress of Hari Parbat topping a dome-shaped hill, and the 
higher peak of Takhf-i-Suleim an, which rises precipitously 
_ Jooo feet above the city, and on whose rocky summit 
Stands a temple upw'ards of two thousand years uld^ 

After several hours of slow progress up the winding 
reaches of the river, \vc Lravemed the scattered suburt^ 
and entered the Asiatic Venice. Srinagar, " The City of 
the Sun/'con tains a population of somedimg under loo.ooo. 
MTiea approached by one of its numerous %vaterwayB it 
appears a pleasing place at first sight and wmrthy to be 
the capital of a great State, but the traveller is somewhat. 
disillusioned when he leaves the waterside to penetrate the 
narrow streets. 

Leaving our slow doongahs to follow ns, we hailed .^>mc 
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sht^ah^in which we rccUned luxiiriously an solt cHshions 
survcjTd the b^y sceup. picturesque craft of 

^ ^ts we imv-ellmg pn the river i clumsy c^ barges 

Si rtf tS mat-ioofetiX>ngSis 

b! l»ag6agc ; darting sJiikaraiis, 

merchants in fine silk rol^ cam-uic 
samplte of their wures ; while now and then a coSeoiJ 
^hv a ndi avmings would be paddled sw-^tl^past 

11$ by a crew of tantj-boatmen or $o iTgay imifnmi!^ 

^ afford^ access to the 

nwr from the streets, were crowded with pcopS-wSmSS 
who had come tloi™ wiUi their pitchera for^tcr Iliiidocis 
performing their ablutions, and diildren nmtioos 

The honsra on the banks wre of niany storevs most 
of them nchly ornamented with carved i-ond S S 
^methmg of medieval Europe in their appcarin?e wMe 
i^e$lopingioai$of^nearIydl wero overgro^ni with mduro 
The ^me of one temple was. wjy ch^tcristic * ff 
OTi ercd w.ith long gi^ thickly studded with scarlet popnies 

r„XX' 

mcTChanLsandthr^lawoTtheM^Ta^i^Jkrnu 

bridges hunt on stacks of Imm cmX 

atui iny first impressions of the capital on this ' 

wo distinctly fa.-curuble. for 

those city waterwaj-s, and the charm is JnhaSiced bv'tlm 
ranges of snowy mountains and the flashing SSs^h ^h 
as a rule form a background to tbe view. * ^ ^ 

There is a certiiin district set aciiift n. 
Europeans, and to this we now repaired ^This^b o^Tsid^ 
the aty, on the banks of the river and VxtPnX f 
distance, forming a pleasant little "enirmv for some 

hospitid. ILt polo aod ericket sromd? 

die racecourse, and the mwing club ^ iinK.% 

■Hie Jhclam, where it flows through the European 
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qiuirtct, presents quite a lively appearance. Gay honse^ 
lioals and capatioiLs family dwngalis line the shote^ and 
when tlie heat of the day Uas pass^, the water is covered 
with rawing-bnats. 

Along <tnc of the prettiest reaches of the river stretches 
the Clicnar Raghi or Garden of Plane Trees, so enJied frOrn 
the magnilicent chenars wliidi diade the grassy lawns that 
descend to the water; ft is indeed a lovely spot, and as 
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one looks Up the reach, the rocky pinnacle of the Takht-i- 
Sulchnan, with its crowning temple, forms a noble back¬ 
ground to die secne. 

We moored our bciaU along the bank and dined that night 
wifli Mr Lawrence, the Settlement Officer, wlio kindly 
asked me to Jfiin him on one ol his offidal totnrs m the 
Valleyp an iiivitation of which T was verj'^ glad to a\'ml 
mv*w!f. , 

Cff the %-adaus sights of Srfuagar it5 

its ruined "Lemplts, I shall say notiiij^’ I lor these have' 
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bceii often ^v-ritten about, and there are at least two guide¬ 
books lully describing the city. But i must sjwnk of the 
view which I enjoyed one morning from the Tahht-i- 
Sulriman, or Throne of Solomon, the isolated peak Which, 
rising^ pr«:ipitonsly fnim the edge of the river opposite 
the European quarter, to’W’ers above the plain, it is a 
view that no trawUtir should miss, 1 looked down on the 
many windings of the river and tlie numerous canals 
traversing this eastern V'etiiqe, with its temples, its glittering 
mosques, and its garden-roofed houses, all Ij-ing esfended 
beneath me like a plan. Beyond spread the irrigated plain 
with its flooded rice-fields. In the distance was the great 
gleaming sheet of the Woolar, and still nearer, at the foot 
of thehill on Avhich I stood , the snutlicr, but equally beau l iful 
Lake, The Maharajah's vineyards are on the sloping 
shores of the Dal; so, too, are the exquisite bag/ts or 
pleasure-gardens oL.-thn^ngs of old—bwutiful lawns 
descending to the water, planted with magniJficent 

trees, and having ^ady groves, among which are winrling 
walks and retired pavilions. Here was the Versailles of 
the Mogul Emperors, where, in the summer ev'enings, the 
luxurious feasts were given, when the branches of’ the' 
chenais were hung with thousands of coloured lamps, while 
nautches and musicians entertained the gathered gttesis. 
Beyond the lakes, afar off, the grand and mysterious wajj 
of mountains encompassed the plain, their’purple crags 
and snows mer^d in cloud. A wonderful effect, as if 
the encircling Himala™ were the limit of this lower' world 
and were gigantic steps into the heavens be5ronil. ■ 


CHAPTER IV 

mm AN saevAtfts—'* VRapAnATross roa joor'ixv bv 

mvta TO ISLAHABAP— lUa '' SBTTUVENT OWCB* "—coiLtBC. 
TiQN or Tax itxvENim—FoacRu LABaoii 

ArrER a short and very ple^ant slay in Srinagar jn the 
course of which 1 made the acquaintance of the different 
British officials who had been selected to assist tJie Govern¬ 
ment in the administraliou of the State, I set out on mv 
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tT«vrb, nm al all; wy to b»ve iifaK'* Sjun'S^ o( tiiilcs ol 
sOoglt miuiluiig. afhfcr lls*- Uxiuea nf st- sratrs, 

trains, ton^i. find itosingalis, ' i.- j 

I hwj alitndy inywlf''*«ih Ad M.iiieitiiGaij 

tit liiii? I'tabu Kit Alt* tii ^vhcftt T 1 t^y« ppt 

ycl ispofeii,,.’ ^MttKfee (iW iiSc>5, sptikc s littlt^^fibsls. 
Haff ' rtspwitftd ^ w»s 1 
Ijounilpd devcptioQ he yrefii^ for the .nrtWe Sin 
wot toJiim ■" l>otJi ns father and tnotJi^jTJ 
iiTiiiblle and tiTiHirs 'tyn^^tLlc txfcnse^b gv^ry foiut-lt. 
slKiSltfilv^tchtul (iw an oitportimify cl dighiing qti^ 


r 


au exceUent servant uti tbo road 'V ^nniliy ! A 

Vi^tt^BoiiId a lot i&f ii^popi*7S| 

mattrifii^ at the md «f a tofd' dAyniarcii: wiJlmi-* 
clin'cr at miking A t inductn t A i-'ful and ^^5 
i.jnX. ty wikv, Ibiif woro bniit 3obai&t is i Tltti dt 

givTS '•rattjiagfnwnt, ajTai(F<toait," as i^alBli 

oouivaJents for it, but.v.1iai a lot mwit il ir-tliy «Knin® ( 

Ott teing is^ed wWitiuir lie rroold f(q to Uih .wi^ tntir^ 
VJiPly (ihd clis&s««^!jS "Pf^* 

;- ritrrfwjnd^tow t '* I wib i:^ whWastfnvtThv sahib gOEi ; 
In tlic ,1^^111^^ if tic ^i5lics^ ilniul fo£ib\nlii 
{nfcL'^ in Hie pieti^tions lot Uie joiiii:>^; Jnn ctery 
tiurfhase t tnade, V' : . c§cct«i tURtygli hiteinrtra- 
in-!.t 3 Uty,i»riiot.> iinj thu ustiiJ pr^t bom dio 

vvatUfTi acoordinp - v >.»r-anflllo-r 
•Jie tUiitfiniiry^trniislAthtn ,oi 'i'ducli is 
cfcrtawfe^* j " 

It not oaiv covers custonuirv ojnuniwioa; but custowary 
It fe i y»td that on.' Stxm epnns to hate. 


• i. ;Vi.ii| 4 gi|^ r 1 .^. - A* *-* - TMev'-* ^ ^ ■ 

y^n Is it t<i try to hiivo thmgf* tlwne iiltctymr Q^ iu^ 
^■tTu pwit oat SfOJHii piff«t 4 ? trf wrkc^n *** 

1 r tmtcdSyoiifli or ^tisfsictw’y way, aiid iho tMei. W 
« mm addfcss^tsiijr t^iarfci listtas ptitfentlj* qiiitc 
?ilh aJI wu bavds^il* Ait>! then poHitly bul 

■ s 4 i! *s!nl r 1 d<s.rur " *. tllilt' i^U£ UtO 


J put IPJ’.' Tfyjjw; '-I « WT-*- - - ^ 

ia a liJ«?ic im'jittiJyQilft or ^tislsictw’y way, aiid lit*? tMfeii W 

^ J ' .T ; -^_-Ti.+ 1 :ii.*«.n» T*fjKpklif!^* Uliltl'’ 

to wnrtm 

SS^”".i:sri;“sr's sti "; ib^t ms u.v 

argTitn!!tii. i i ■* 

^tiis inY acfV'itfit, alter txplufluiip to ‘ 

the diMaiTir to carry on the fwis^w <fev4*rul dRj*$ tn ihr 


• ... ■ : • 
■m\ „ TlfftEE 

Ufeum ffiiji^ifig Uii nufditt!i^. Il «.« thr 





r.^ --- --: il wwiliili-ivi*' 

liiain|ijtf3M«i J V ' , .J 

U '*^'-■4^** d^lnr, as, >^(iRfn*i'aH^ foiii](if O'Jt, ^ppjSDit j 
mi* (Hut H nuMtjk 1 iiad iKjirii aj» 

a.i j«vj antj. iKi!flp h-id tJiiti U* be tsk<n <v * tw^. i* 

j^ne 1^, 10 V. re-tii|iet:<|: >Jow ihe tin cnmyKtjcl i.; 

Jf.lo'isdta, in an flAujIsLLtA 
c ’^triiriiiig JjtUft tin ajjd a Utsal of Iciiij. as toax' 
•kdiorsiiatirf bv rtibliinp'a frh;ii|]}' fifui.-d artiUti a 
fianJt^jiYbki, -wfifcb^is it onfu btadicflc4'' ^ a JOuut 
till ^Mins mi a»-'• king tltini^, ahd Baba Kiw 

<W onsibitti^’otiSfriTtrliw.' dnatUr U> iL* ^bjibwliijf t>f lu^j S 
cv«i Uiti \vTtk thi> abo%*c ttlijAifr itororwanii; TivH 

t-^nlrjg of m ** (after and n fift-r " teotag,* 
felu Tffsjtn a prwfH «f ibi ot,-t£^^n 

/fi>iii th i^ .ukjrloetcDu-li , 

^ F*.r mike 

T^lttuns. UievfcHJoioi'j jwtienku? may t4! T< ti 

cwili^oa4snfl»afi5n»aiwl6trir.55sliOUl4s^^ . 

The rtf ilaitcvii cooUe-Ioad iv iU ti' tKMuta^, 
one 3 iai^tnaw tniis* he distributott aw^tdjniiv. .‘ 

tor'iay^f.' where ^ 

ftPaH>|>Trin«i;iwi of otHjbiH. tilt ^ slioalil fiojw 
- a \<i i.)ai«;»*idf to nU thrjjc mod-'i of lonsrion Small '• 
yy’Jjni. mtiJf-trunfci, itttfoJxidJmt fcr.mtn(fcm^ ori*'* i 
cUbijt m.i 1 viilm.W«; tiuife I.a‘b®-coyero(| trunfe are ' 
»J[|t m fiaar, and whert^is one uruntc mr.; i- 3V, C 

Ii« ™.. teptosri ty . (ospteiif S™ ' 
stme ci^» i« swung on tv lb.- Uiek q| arij kit o{ bacfi^ 
^oBai. Wli«i mcamp, -Jinhvoyaidaiisfomsuhiferd'two 
WTllj Ai iintr'ai bedii^l i»tW( 

fii tain* (fAirfInn Ir* tt.u 


T 


;^n# and Vm^s of dli. b iIk ,;! 

-^»nU be rwjtmcd for a thoc^ 


4;* 
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WHERE THREE EMPIRES MEET 


|eneni]Iy obtain sheep, fowls^ ond eggs in all parts of ihe 
^ only in the bascajus o( a few towns and vjDages, 
which can be coated on the fingers of one hand, that stores 
of any dcscriptioti can be procured. Hence a supptv of 
tea, c^dlte sugar, flour, ghee, rice, and tobacco must be 
cam^, while eadi traveller must please himself as to what 
he will take in the way of luxuries, such as tiruiEd soum 
jams, spints, and the like. ' 

A folding chair and table, a porUWe leathern bath a 
nfle. and a photographic camera also formed portion of 
my collection of necessaries, which: when gathered together 
appeared an appalling to me, accustomed as I to 
the simplicity of tnivel in mk\ parU of North and SoutJ] 
Amenca and thi^ ColoniK. But H one must do in Rome as 
Kome does, sttll more must one do in the East as the East 
does: one is not pormitted to be simple : one must have 
servants and luxuries, and dignity. In short, one must do 
as aaatur enjoins- 

servant before starting, a Kashmiri 
M the bhcMtic or wntcr^arrying class: one, Stibhana, a 
^rdy individual wliose duty it wris to keep near me on 
the m^cb with the camera, and also to assUt Baba Khan 
generally m camp, * 

Before setting out with Bower to Lndak I carriGd out mv 
promised tour with Mr R, Ijiwrienc*, the Settlomer.t 
Officer to State K® l^^^s assessing the land revenue 
Ik Islaniabad, a tw'o days' jcmmdv ud 

the Jhd^ ; so on ilay 4 I started in a doongah for that 
plaw With my servants and haggngfl^ 

This was a wry pleasant, laiy two davs' ]oumey up the 
winding nver, by potent temples, crewded i^iUages, g^v-e? 
leagues of ndi p^urage supporting niWrous tine' 
scenery was ajs^ys los-dy. especially in the evening 
wh™ indc^-bable .^ects of water, folia^, -sunset cloudf 

Babn Khan, mw tliat he was travelling with me b«?ar 

to was comra^irativeaHi' explained to me thatihe 

extraordinary' Engksh which he spoke had been pS^d uj 
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in England. He narrated to me some ol tiis English ex¬ 
periences, and 5poke to me ot the sidjo: English climate, 
the coolie labour on Englisli planiiHoha, the number of 
Chinamen in the cotintry, and other matters which had 
escaped my own obscrvntEOn when travelling at home, 
I a^cd him m wltat part of England he had seen these 
slnmgc things. He replied tliat he had been in ^lelboiime, 
and in a province a long way inland from it, where they 
grow sugar. He wus fivideiitly under the impres^on 
that Ausimlia was England I 

On the morning of ^ May 5 wt appi'arefl to have made 
little if any progress since the previous evening. Hierep 
stUJ close by ns, loomed the T^Lklit-i-Snleiman, We had 
indeed traviiled many leagues by water; hut the Jhelam, 
as li Loth to leawe the pleasant plains for the mountain 
gorges, pursues lU slow course by as sinuous a way as 
possible, constantly doubling back upon itself in long 
loops, like the well-known pattern on the Kashmir shawls, 
which, it is said, was first suggested by these very' windings 
of the river as seen from the summit of the Takht. 

'Fhere was a gocKi deal of interest to be observed on the 
river as we progressed up it:; huge cargo boats towcfl 
laboriaiisly by strings of men ; naked fishernien in eSfio^ 
drawing their nets^, of whom my serviuit would purchase, 
after much bargaining and ample d asturi. fish for my 
dinner ; W'ealthy pnndits in travelling doongahs with tlieir 
w'hite^robcd wives, and pdes of miTatehousdooking luggage. 
On nearing one village 1 heard a great tumult, and per¬ 
ceived on coming up that all the inhabitants were quarrel¬ 
ling over a mound of gnun on the river-bank. It was^ I 
believe, a discussion as to the amount due to the Maha-^ 
rajah as revenue. 

On the next morning, May 6* we met t%vtj mounted men 
on the bant They brought nay a letter from .Mr Lawrence^ 
who had sent me a horse so that I might ride out to his 
camp in time for hreiildast, leaving the doongoh to follow 
up tlie winding rivpti__. ^ 

-I found my friend encamped just outside IsLa mab acj in 
a pleasant or^ard by the river, a resting-place of the ancient 
kings, known as the He was sitting at his 

tent duorp surrounded by a trow'd/dispeiisiiig justice^ 
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^ • 

1 Iras in time ta vvi tn egsa ac^if. Two suppliatjl^.. 

who hnd csin’InJly gut tht-msclvca iip in pitiable' plight 
witli a twY cf attracting stTnpaLhy for their causa, came 
up. Thtsc two big man h^ stripped thcmsalves naked, 
save for the loin rag, and had smearxid their bodies ail over' 
wi^ foul wet. blue mud from the river bed^ Even their 
■ hair and faces were thickly covered with the filth, through 
whidi tlieir cy« glittered comically. It was an absurd 
spectacle, calculated to move one mther to laughter than 
to tears. '11)0)' carne up, stood before the Srttleiuent 
( Officer, quieti^saiaanic d. and then- suddenly and of tme 
accord commented to weep, gman. and shriek most dis- 
j mail)-, while they wrung their hands or clasp^ them 
I imploriiigly, writhing their bodies as ii in agony. Tlieti 
tliey pick^ tip dust in tlidr hands and poured it over 
tliGir heads and bodies, which rendered their appearance 
still mom faniastie. After a few minutes, Mr UtYtence 
gave a peremptory word, and they cea.vd their noise as 
simultaneously and suddenly as tlicy had commenced it, 
and both together they floured out their grievance in an 
eloquent oration. 

TTicir story was, that while they were working in their 
fields an official had taken from them by force some grass 
straw of tJic value of twopence. The said official liad 
moreover plucked their beards: in evidence of which ihev 
eacli produced two or three hairs, which they affirmed hail 
been pulled out. Jlr Lawrence told, them that he could not 
listen to men who presented themsdvies to him in so filtliv 
a condition. If they appeared in the evening clothed and 
clean he would attend to their caw. The Court was there¬ 
fore adjotuticd until the pJaintiflsi should be washed and 
we went in to breakfast. 

These queer people employ all manner of tricks in order 
to attract the attention of great men. Once, in Srinagar 
Itself, Mr LawTence, on coming out of his bungalow fo^d 
a strange object in front of his door, surrounded by’a con¬ 
templative cn>w±. On walking up to it he discovctLMl that 
this was an ancient Suppliant standing cm bis head He 
had thrown aside his garments, and was thus palienilv 
balancing himself while he awaited the Settit mMiLSahaii 
coming out. The Settlement (Wiccr ordered him to be ^ 
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'■ - ^ ■ 

Uiriitll ri|ht iilii* up, -old tlit r_i< - Wa ftn't/.vdtV d\^i 

<.>ar WoUoh^ 5ia peqplf cil djr $etrt^;jTiersf 

O&Tjct— in * i titer rocftil^^Jit^ru^Vfr^^|^ ^>f thlii M^pJ ■ 

bCTdi^lii^t to i^ehitli 1 liuw tibi^dy iUtdAl—hail ii g^tat : " 
ta-^fcilHrforo iiijii v^hm tD ;iut the , 

spji^ ot diis SiAte iciip.onkr* 

The f'JjouHn^ tacts will IJk* cnjiflitijim ni this 

pjrh^Uvdy\c?UVcrih^ Statep >nii diow the ^ 

OSTit^has la cantiaid liith lind the ditectiAfi: 
bdicmrs teb! / 

In the flivt plACig k mtist b^! oudersttxki Umt ^ll tlii; iioil' 
it the pioptrtyjpf the Maharajithx The .iuw/rC oi* 

' Uty f umm* crJi iuale the laiHl jgnd pay; tr-; 

the SlTriuTtJahi.iwo^thi^^ theirtaops, In >a|ipfyliig 5 eL‘d- ' 
com ititl cattle wheaVnccciaafy. (>! the total pfodiice jit 
tht fa Liiitry a smillei partion’tliftn i wo-thirtk reachts Uie 
cotter of the S^tatc; a j?cry -jneagie pn ■Pociior i p Epamii 
*.vilh tJio cuIUinsttir. tlie hulk ^r^lng to lla ofiid^ 
id^kid bijtWL-cn State aEtd ciilttvati^r, Undt j 
imeh k prOfimeoJ ttian wotild he the cast 
Setter pnkf of tliiii^Vit is mi adi^auta^ to the ass^iT' 
tb gtf ibe riHHt he carvcnit of the. iVitHe ftir any'( 

♦ Aiupliis vmiiig f^onxfiirii by ihc hix-famieik * , 

It is ihe Hork of wf- Settkiocrfct Officer fd'puf a stop to 
thb c9t;tc^tifj|i» to bold fortli Cnducrmcut'^ to the .tf^soipi 
to fJilmul ihii-culidviilton Uic raving ^ 

fht’ ffifits of thiAt Libdtif^ to aiseia ihii roecsiae th^t dmU 
be by district, anil to ttaivlh Staic t-oTJm 
of it^ tluii5—!»i aJipit. *0 iNrfftT rht‘ cdmHtffifi 6l * 
tlia^'Culdvatprs ivMe augmcntiiig Ihg rect,tpl& ^ol ilto / 
Mstiar.i|ah''s Lrc^^iiry* - ^ ^ 

l^c rev TOne of Kasttmir is for the qi iO ^t Juirt • 

iAItioff; R ivtjrfty in lijc of .hat 

thic Stoic rcc^vii fti Juc in specie Some of th** 
alHotd fcwTits of"pavm(mt bcin alioltahei:!, rLfid^umijC- 
rmd rice Afc thc^itmly ^b^tittilca im cash now m 

th’i dLYtritti ncur 'Hit capital. It hml laiflom; to 

aceb^t bal L-y and. pel idiablc ctiite 
fjie difficuit knn&pdtt ol vTflr^^a®® hilOilnbi^ 
m^unuttiTinkcM i^Ttifcd m etjfQ^ous w 





^'^^ 13 ■Tl^EtEL EMl'IK}- 'ET 

* r. ^ - - r ,-v 'J 

Stn4i.f.j<>Jlc iUJp«i«t‘kivf.nli|lij:<-« , IJ ii.Hots jn jitiirr 

aiipropriati fD (he Volrt kji K^;: . rl 4.ili 

fM nne ru5tirict hns. :o;«i(Js i* . ^ ' of 

!lie ifHrt d « w^Jintiii! herb frr-nj vii- U twj-pUijters w* 
_ maae^^vUti fijemuiiiitljrt -Eririi t sstiiany mWoir'ieef '.ililets 
iilJr fc«|i4jY^1 u4ir<wii*‘Y', ' 

IV iSial#' Toftciiiix. ti3C(3lJiin '\lic ’r fiv value nf the 
tultiv^AitU *Jfti;<l d ciJth villa« 0«iiLf- nritty. and rfiiw li 
Kivcime unupiuliunate to if. vfl) ivtfe fiimeiJv 

(Hjiiallv I tinder- 
thcifiofL ef ihc Dtllurrt 

clifi:! aaUf.' i«. to huva a pwp(^- mj’ . r Ji J yajaatjon i>t 
IflC loiida o( eii* t-illacc made, an ^ to a di'fini(e att,iitaJ 
rcvvnilc In jiJa<Mi,j< the (ornifcf tnccryiii ami 
miOLius iI-ariHnil, ., ^ - 

—iw vw^' ' iA n Ystuft jjiui 

(^taming . nmubtf ot AiUi,«,5,3]iti 
^»>-.Eit^ an (jffinad fajotm as rifi, nw tahaililat* 
has tlie aviT ^od cmujjal jur-di. iif/ti ov^lds district, Wid 
could, if hf m&Msed Im ^wu ,'iiricii hiti idi ut iTw 
r He coiitd. o r tV otb r hnqrl if » 

tnjndftl. di> m-feh go-Ml to • ■ j < ipie cijiRukd (o bis 

j' 

htojtojfii ’i’i/af ii pcfi^>ii,ige Mtliii itrlioju 
tsvriy imv-ellCT in ICaiiSTr.:! pltnsf of drolW fd- « 
b b vlhat 13 Simt foj . W, ,jt«ra ntr and lie 
hos to jirovnV one laith tUecji. fowk. oUier 

n^c®riiie*, If u ho, too, v.^m oftrjs recdviis iko mv for 

ihew tm} hniv rtftcU hr i.iajn. w hh d,«,«r. sod ht^ 

iiitidi V haiKb «vy to lb.: and (annW, it b did*, 

-cult to The hmibaiiar is the hetcditoiy tnv-dDl],i-tar: 
«£ hi ri^Oii^tWe to the UhajJaf^ Jjij 

^district for the tineniie whicli be eblliictfl, and ft. suTOm«i 
to ^caye j i«t i nt uj ftai iwaokI of fii*lSrL 
should be. ^ TOi^irtanr and resnsetabk* ^;ffice/btH 
Uv^far horn being s,u| on-., .hay tio* ?*lo a^i, 

and taped * wiv -i a» ;iny atetiBii ,ot Ws viUaee. A 
Jomlnid4. a, MocU.to some T'*mof iV country not miu;h 

better thab tlie sni) 1 hnvoUjw-TSe 

ran avrdy f,om hu hi,m in tfeupatr i. hi* villa^wai ,maS 




FORCED LABOUR ^5 

to meet tht nchquLsition^ made upon and hJa rc^ijon^bk 
back had to bear the whole burden. 

The asses sment in Kashmir not for 

thirty, as in Tn3ia7 for if ia ajitici^tted that the hew cart 
road to the Punjab and t!tie coming railway Viill greatly 
increase the ’^^alue of land, so that an early re^asses^ent 
has been deemed necessary in justice to the State* — ' 

But an inhabitan t this State sqfT^.feorn' a form of 
oppression far mare &c?vei¥ than die e:ictortion of tas^V 
'coIteTOts; the Tnlftr at least leave him.a baDJ.subsistoace> * 
Dut that of which 1 am now speaking signih^ ^paration ' 
from famiJy, and in too many cases lorfiirc and death, X 
, . allnde to the '! or forced^ labou:L ^ enm^^ 

t ransport serv ice is needeiCas I sliall^iithei on^ to 
supply the garrisons on the northern frontier with grain ; 
^^LdUuiitortun^ wretdies arc di^ g£e dJ!mro_tliejL_huni(?s 
and famihs tu trudge for mo nt hs ladtm with graittover the; _ 
weiji^ me^npiarchfs cf that ^rid. country. Th^y tall on ‘ 
thc^ad to fierish of btingrr and tlnr^t, Mhd^ Uiinly dad as 
^y are, are di^troyed in hundreds at a time by the cold 
bti" tlie snowy pfas&cs. ^^Tien a man is sci^ for this forni 
~dfd3 CgaJL.his-^wives and ehildicji Jnmg upon him* weeping* 
taking it almost for gifted that they will never see him 
more. 1.,^ 

^A!) Hindoos are e.'^empt from forced lab our^ the burden 
falling on Mahumedan villages only. Sofhe of these also 
escape it* for it CMXflsionally happens that a whale vlLl^e 
is sold by its eultivaioTS for a nominal sum to some in- 
jHucntial liindoo, on condition that he nbtaijis for them 
eicemptioii from begar, while they remain on the land as 
his tenants, 

Mr Lawrence has nov,' persuaded the Durbiir to gbolhli 
these exemptions, and make every etdtivator—Brahmins 
only e xcepted^-r^dcLhis iatc -shajm ni vlotIl. W^en begar has 
been thus modihed and equalised, it w'ill fall but lightly on 
the population, and will be nothing like so oppri^vc a 
burden as is mditary confcription in European tnuntnes. 






V\HEiyi THREE EMPIRES "MEET 


z6 


' CHAPTER V 

^ TOITR WETH TOE OtTriCUm'" 

Afte-k breakfti^t on tlie mymijig of my nfriv^al in camp 
1 rode out with Mr LawriMice^ whn had some work to 
complete in the neighbounug vllkgc& beloru holding his 
Cciuit in the eveiiiq^. 

After visiting some village's, we rode hack to camp 
throQgh a particuiaTiy fertile distridjt,. Here were 
of mulberry, apricot, walnut, ilinond, apple, and other 
fniit-tiee, fields of rice, mniae, and the various grains 
frum W'hidi oils are extracted. 

Whenever we came across waste land it was covered 
with the blue iris, wlii<d) spreads all o\'er this country, and 
is so deep-rooted that it renders the redamatioi] of the soil 
ilifiicult. However, it is a favourite food witli the aheep. 
and is dried and stacked for u-inter fodder, I noticed that 
the willows by the ^yside had been clowly pollard^, and 
that the upper twigs of some had been woven together 
into what appeared to be large nests. On inquiry I was 
told that the willow branthep, like tlic iris, are cut for 
fodder, and tliat the nests are for the convenience of the 
small boys who are perched up there When the crops are 
on the ground, to scare away the ctotvs and stray bears by 
slin^g stones and shouting! 

When we returned to camp Mr Lawrence sat in the enol 
of the evening under the fruitdrees, noi&v with Uie song of 
birds, and listened to the petitions of the people. 

Tliey squatted in a patient, respectful scmicirck at a 
distance from him, while the decks called them up one 
by one to come forward and tell thdr tales. There were 
several complaints of over-assessment in the district, and 
the cuJtivatQrs threatened that they would deotrt 'their 
farms unless a reduction was made. This is a tlireat which 
is frequently carried out. But tlifir own village suffers 
by their desertion, for the annual reveade to tlie State has 
to be made np. and the remaining villagers have to pay the 
share due from the abandoni.'d farm, ' 

On May 3 we continued our progress and visited severel 
villages, two soldiers with lances riding ahead of us to keep 


THE SETTLE^^E^T OFFICER AT WORK 3j 

oH: the people, wild croutletl tip amxiuusly with their pctiltans. 
Each village had its doqttdxit who-, when the 

grie^^Ce W'a$ a genttal and jiot ais incUriduaJ one, pleaded 
the cause dI all the assams^ In ope viFage this orator 
complained that Uie VTllagers w*ere being " choked by their 
misfortunes/' Three years beJore^ when the lamine and 
cholera raged in ICashmir, and killed or drove awny one- 
half of the population of the valley, nearly all the z^samis 
had fled from this village, in whicli tlic pC‘StiJc?nce had been 
working exceptional havoc. Only five faTnilies had since 
return^ to their homesleads, Therefore we are not 
enough/" said thdr spokcsniaiip *' to cultivate tlie lands 
of the absentees : yet the whole revenue, as before^ is 
detnnnded bl the tillage, How' are w'e to pay it ? 

" Would you like otlicr etdtirators to oome here, take up 
5^ur abandoned lands, and help you to pat- the revenue ? 
asked rAw-rcnce. ^^That is what we desire/* v.’us the 
ready reply* The Settlement Officer made a note of the 
matter' and lie told me that he would have no difficulty 
in finding men w'illing to take up vvcrUdiTigatcd lauds suuh 
as these w'ere. 

Then wre rode off to our next camp near the village of 
Koli; the laden coolies gradnaliy trooped in, and our 
servants, accustomed to camp-^life, sf^on had our tents 
pitched by the apricot’-trees on the windy phiin^ and were 
preparing our dinner, 

llie villagers, who had been patiently squatting afar 
oH until Mr lawrence was ready to reedve thcnip now' came 
up. Ouc old pundit presented himself in tears widi a vdsp 
of straw rotirid hLsneck and a lump of hard day in his hand* 
He explained that these sj^nibDljwd the treatment he had 
met with. He had been choked to death by his t>Tants 
as by the wisp of straw^ and he had been beaten to the 
earth and cni^cd as by that bit of ctay^in plain words* 
he wanted hh rent reduced a trifle. 

Tile next day. May ro, was the last of this tour, and vre 
podc/to the place where we had appointed our doongah to 
meet U5. It \v^ a day Jull of wvirk for Mr LawTence. 
Aljead of us rode the spear-bearing thaukidars in gay 
UfiifonTLs, and behind totlt^ the long train of couHcs car^-- 
ing our tents and baggage. We alivays had a crowd about 
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frontier of their land^ where they would leuve us to the 

cnltivaiort of the n«-xt district, ^ho, in their turn, would 
escort us through their tenitorv', and ^ on ' 

^ viUnge'where the vdlage spokesman 
came up to dispaxage the condition of the^d and 
obtain a reduction of the assessed revenue broticht with 
a Jump of stone and some sand in one aTw 

mouldy straw's, some grams of diseased rice, and two rotten 

of the sod and produce of their poor propertv We were 

SrSkesmliJll^f ^1“^” tiiscovered this, and informed 
uic spokesman that a larger revenue would be imnosed 

'll® 


' CHAPTER VI 

gaxT the order for the homeward ioiimev * fJJ 

WM the Ecd, the great Mahomedii holiday^ 

and merrymaking suddenly succ^ tn 

lasting of the Ra^t^an^ ^ *** monthlong 


A PtCXIC ON THE OAL lAKE 


2g 

My n{txt e?cpcdition was to be to mldcr regions^ in the 
cninpany of Captain Bower, I found that he tmd sent a 
nnniber of cooUes on to Ldi with the buJk of the nccesimies 
for his long journey aoross the Tibetan wilderness; but 
ns he had purchased horses at Srinagar, which he purposed 
to employ for the transport of his storra beyond Lch, and 
p tlie mad. stiJl deep in snow, irnpraetkabk for animals 

in plac^, he was compelled to postpone his departure a 
Uttle longer. Doctor Tborold, who was to accompany 
him on hk dangerous adventure, had gone on to Leh with 
the coolies; and had written hack a vciy unfavourable 
account of the condition of the road. 

So r had to a few days at Srinagar, where the British 
su^er TOlony had already collected, and appeared to be 
^joying itself tlioroughly with dinner-parties, balls, picnics, 
horse-racing, cricket, polo, and other amusements, 

A pltm c i n the Nasiip_ on the sh ore of die M Lake, 

is ^ event to be rcmembiircd. I was present at one ^ven 
by the Resident. No more delidotis spots can be found 
for open-air revelry than the fair gardens that surround 
the capital of Kashmir, where ^opdngja^ beautiful 
jgroves, gashing cascades “and fountains, marE&e terraces 
and pavilions, combine to form ideal^places for the'pdnxj^ 
Indeed, the genius of picnic seems to rule the whole shores 
of the Dal; and tlus is not to be wondered at, for wttc not 
th^ planted by those grand old picnickers, the Emperors 
g^bar, Jehangir, and Aurungzebe ? Off eh did the fair 
Noormehal and other ancient queens of beauty pkmSc in 
these sw^ect retreats, 1 should not be surprised, by the wajv 
If the verj- word picnic, whose Oiigm, 1 believeJs unknown, 
w-ere some old Kashmir name for the pleasant pastime of 
which this Happy V^alJey was the birthplace. 1 am sure 
that some of our ifigcnious ehTiiologlsts could readily 
prove tJiis. Vv^ ^ i , h . 

W e rej^red to tlie Resident/s picnic by water, in shikarali 
boats, a journey well wTirlh taking for its owm sakCn After 
passing from tJic Jhclam into the Dal, wc travelled a 
|x?rfinn of the lake which is so densely overgrown with 
aquatic plants that it h difficult to realise one is on a lake 
at all. Tall rushes and reeds, and in places gro^'cs of wH How's 
rise from the water; and this vegetation Is Intersected by 
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!i labyrintli c-f OTall channels, thrcmgfa which the► boat 
progresses. Thes^ wattr-sUleys are oxceedingiv pretlv i 
oti cithir ade is the fr^sh, watiy-junj^e, while in the 

more open sp^es are floating fields WTiIies and sin^harji^, 
The singhani is the Kashmir water-nut, which overgim^^ 
naany of the lakes and rivers, and funiishes the chief artieje 
of fewd to the flshing.population. This $eemed to be a 
favourite haunt of the ^jden orioles, which I saw tiL^hine 
round me in the sunlighf Ln places one might haw 
imagined onfseli to be on som^ quiet nook of the Norfolk 
Broads ; but on looking up* the far snowy ranges and tfie 
nearer craggy heights of Solomon^s Throne and ilari 
Parbat soon dispelled that illusioii* 

Hmi: tw I aw some cf ihoseJlnattjQg^ardOTSjf Kashmir 
o* 'V5«s oite n fg aiL One would net obscn^TlEi^ 
unless one's attohfion were attracted to tlicm; l&r Jiitat 
m erely look like wdl-ieuHiv ate<l banks o f ca^ But the 
E^dci^ is no tnigymytr. Tfiey are not of 
naim ^owth. biit aJULConslmeted bv the peasants, who 
prodnee upon them encumbers, and ether vc;^:tibl(ai^- 
thc Sfuihg^marlcot. The foHowing passage from iloor- 
crofts trayels clearly tutplains how these gardens are 
ferraed :— The rgpu.oi.aqp.atic plants growing in shallow'* 
Juices are di%adrf about two feet imti™ the twitefTsolE^ 
mey completely aU connection witli the bottoih bf the 
..r-lake. but retwji their fotmer situation tn respect to each 
other, Mhen thus detached tiont the soil, they are nre^fd 
jqtp_ ^^hat closer contact, and formed into bedj of 
al^dt twtf in breadth and of an indisfinilcliTmth 
TIte heads of the reeds, and other planli of tic 

float are now cut off and laid npon its surface, afi^'fovLtcd 
ft dun of mtid^ wliich, at first ijifcrcepiwl In fe 

matted fiStts, 

pie bed floats, Imt js kept m its place by a ^ta*e'of willow 
dnven thpu^i it at each end. which admits oflife riane 
^ falling in accommodation to the rise or fall of the water " 

But I had iidw to put aside for some time the liixiirv of 
picnics in the pleasant Mappy \alley, for Bower was im- 
patient to be off into the deseit lands bej-ond the Himalayas, 
rrom ^rrnagar to D'h is a distance of 260 mites divided 
into nineteen marches, all of which arc usually practicable 
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for baggngi>^aiiiinals. But \}mi rmd m so bud a oMi- 
dition aJtt-^r the liEud Hinterj ihiit we knew wc should hztve 
to eitiploy cdolit lataur foi' our Ixiggn^e^ and would Lms 
lucky if we got qJI Bower's hof^A ojzrdss the pass unladen. 

Thh LJ the great tnyle-mutc betwi^en India and Yarkand 
wtdi tJie Kamkoram Pass^ and also between Kashmir and 
Lassa, jind other cenumenziaJ centres of Tibet and Turkestanj 
con^equenUy, the road, for a Kashmir njud, U a good one * 
but this is not saving much for it. At its best it is but a 



haiu i^aruat. 


rough bridlc-tra ch^angerous for ponies at certain points^ so 
that. as^iiTevmy other route in thtse regions, the travdlri 
mn^t not be surprised to lose a baggage-animal OA^er the cliff. 

Tilt fimt stage from Srinagar—tn CjUnderbal—is gener^ 
ally accomplished by w-ater ■ so the horses aiid baggage 
ivert sent ahead eariy on the luorning of May while w'c 
foUow^ed }ater in the day in a rapid shikarah boat. Having 
traversed the suburbs,, w^e were paddJecl across the 
weed-grown Anchor Lake, w^hich brought us to a flowery 
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pasture^nd, wlicit tlie Sind Rivier, having issued from its 
mountain gorges, divides into many ch^nels and htirries 
to the* Woolar Lake, wy now found the water discoloured 
by ilie glaciers and rnelUng snows, and icy cold. 

gradnally approached the hill-coinitiy. and at last 
reach^ the viUagc oi Gunderbal, at the verv' mouth of the 
Smd V^ey; and here, by the river hank,' we found our 
tents pitched and our followers awaiting us. As soon as 
we had disembarked, a deputation of people came down 
to le, headed by the liimbadar of Gunderbal, whf> was 
anxiop to supply us with firew'ood. sheep, and all else that 
wc might require. 

At Gunderbal, all our fo 1 Inw*ers and baggage being 
coli^cctcd together, we were able to apportion the loads 
Md ascertain how many cooHes or baggage-'animals w'c 
should require on tlie road. I found that the belongings 
of mpelf and my two servants, including two tents and 
^ abundance of stores. tm^oJd load fourteen coolies Dr 
Thoroid had preceded Captain Bower to Leh with the bulk 
of the stores for their expedition, but there tins a goodly 
pile left to be carried by us. Bower was Uking seventeen 
pontes With him, and intended to puiehase others on the 
road. They l^k^ in gpod enough condition now. and 
were to be well fed and rxempted from carrying loads until 
the frontier wa.s crossed: but many were destined to 
pensJi later on among the Tibetan wastes. 

The men who wTre to accompany Bower on hfe expedi- 
tjon w-erc awaiting him here i Mussulmans from Turkestan 
BudtUusts from Lailak, with hair plaited in queues' and 
^ablc Mongolian features, and people of mixed race 
known M Argoou$^ I do not know how many of these 
occomplbhed the tong journey or how mnnv de-=<?rtedl but 
there wy re, at any rate, tws> throughly relikble'men With 
him, whose tall hgures, handsome Aryan faces and fair 
compk-mons distmguished them fmm the shorter and more 
swi^hy Tatare, who carried the uudertahing through 
to the end. One of these was a j-oung Rajpoot of gg^ 
family, a Government suivcjiQr keen to distinguish liim* 

Bower's orderly 

who had ob^ued leave to accompany him. a fine young 
Pathan. with all the pluck, devilry, and love 0^125 


CAPTAIN EOWEirS EXPEDITION 


a| his ract. CKirs vvas a vcn.' Babel L>f a camp^ no less than 
six being regularly spoken in it. 

The Sind VaUey, which wq had .now- to ascend for our 
firtt ti^-e marciies, is considered to contain some of the 
loveliest scetier>'^ in Kashmii'^ and though 1 did not visit 
it at a favourable season, I could see that it deserved its 
reputation. At daun on May r8 our camp was struck, 
the pack animals whidt had been hirt-d in the village, and 
which were to carry our baggage until we got into the 
snoWp were laden ^ aisd we commenced our long mordi, 
which p for Bower^ was to lead to one ol the most csrtim* 
ordinary" journev’5 of exploration that has ev'cr lienn accom¬ 
plished p for it will undoubtedly be recognised as such when 
his tale is told. He wa$ to di^ppeor into absolutely 
unknowTi regionSp the most inhospitable in the wmldp and 
be not heard of until he oixived^ a year oftenvords, on die 
shores of tliE] Pacihe Ocean at Shanghai, tiiivLug succeeded 
in considerafaly altering the aspect of that great hliuik 
space in the map which had been such an eyesore to fiim. 

So Bower and ftiyself set out on the morning of May iS, 
alternately riding and leading twio of his horses. Qiir 
friend the lumbadar did not enooiirage us, tie said tliat the 
pass was impmcticablCp and that on this side of Sonaincrg 
the road had completely fallen away. On being asked 
when it TiVOiild be repaired^ he replied that he could not 
say, but that nothing would be dune for some trniep as the 
villagers had no tools to wt)rk with. ^Ind yet this is the 
chief road into Central Asia I 

Our road lay up the valleyp winding along the slopes at 
some height above the rushing torrent. Here was par* 
ticiilarlv noticeable a phenomenon which prevails all over 
Kashmir and in most portions of the Himalayas. MtTiereos 
the mountains on our right hand, which faced the north * 
w^e clothed with dense forests, those on our kft hand, 
facing the £^)uthp were everywhere arid and treeless ; so 
sharp Is the c.emarcation betwrecn the growth on one ride 
and the barrenness on the other side of a mountain, that 
we could sec the tops of the pities furmiiiig a dark fringe 
along tlic summJts uf all the b«kre ridges to our kftp shuw^iiig 
the limit of the forests rising on the farther side,>C 

HiiSp our first day's march p was an easy one to the village 
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of Kangan. near which we t-ncamped in a grove of dicnars. 
On the neit day we accomplished another stage lo Goond. 
This vHllago is sittiated amidst the finest scenery of the 
Sind Valley. The bottom of die \'ajjev is here broad and 
undulating, ^veil-cultivated in places, with gro^-es of fmit- 
trecs surroitiiding the comfortablc-looking farmhouses, 
Tlte river often divides, endosing pretty i^ands of emeraJd 
grass or of tangled bushes. A little kter in the sca-wra, 
when the roses, jasmine, and hnnejrsuekle, wliich grow 
m wild ijrofuaon, are in flowar, this" must be one of the 
fairest spots on earth. The mountains, w'liidj here enclose 
the valley, rise in forwt-dad domes, between which arc deep, 
shady de]Is„ re minding one somewhat of the Jura coiintr\'. 

The next stage to Gomid h. Giigangir, hut on May Vo 
wc made a double march tp ,Soiiam_cj|g, Tlie path stilj 
wound up the valley, now'Ey tiie torrenE now- high alwve 
It VKl^m nachcd our first snow, lying in patches aercss 
the road. Tlie vale lost its softer bcantitsi, and narrowed 
to a gnmd gorge with towering cra^. Tlic difficulties of 
the road, such as they were, commenced. Do wn eve ry 
side-nullah. 'vhich_.clfiy£.the.precipices on either suie, buge^ 
avalanches liad fallen to the river-be4 and along the verv' 
steep slopes of these avalanches our way J,ay. In places 
groat accumulatiDns of snow filled the bottom of the gorue 
through which the torrent had forced a narrow channel' 
rushing between two walls of snow thirty feet in depth! 
That the winter had been an exceptinnal one was testified 
to by the lunnbcr of fine trees that had been swept away 
by the avalanches. It was a wild scene, and the signs 
dei.'astatioii ware apparent everywhere. Bower’s horses 
had to be led with great care across these snow-inejincs 
where a false step wonJd have meant a Loll over tfie cliffc 
into the foaming, rock-encumberfd Sind. 

f^:uncrg is a miserable little \iJlaee situated in a verv 
beaubful s^t. Here one is no longer in a uatrow 
(or the Wls recede and the valley opens out, the rivw 
fiow^ng between broad, rolling pastures, Tlie enclosinc ■ 
mountains are of grand outline, and in the biwer portions 
of then- deep nulbdis are fine pastures: higher up are dadc 
forests of pine, while bight^ still, above llic tree-zone ' 
gbuenng glaciers are wedged betiveen barrtp crags. 
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Son^me^rg signifies the . Golden Meadow* Use yellow 
crocas^which thicldy sluda the paiturcs^ no dotibt having 
suggested the name. Here little streams pour devvn.frpm 
the siirTQunding snows and keep these broad 
and Iresh through the sumnier heats^ and one walks knee- 
deep in grass and flowers. We had been gradually ascend¬ 
ing since w^e left Gunderbal, and vfcre now 86 sq feet above 
the seUx at about which cle\Tition the pleasantest simitncr 
dimate is found in Kashniir. 

Wo noticed that frotn here to the summit ot the pa^, 
and beyond, the snow w"as covered with the corpses of 
tacustSj ii'hiehi^ fartonately for the Vaio o| Kashmir* had 
attempted a raiding expedidoii across the Himala yas at 
too early a season^ Later on I came to a dead horde of 
these msh robbcis at a higher altitude than tliat of the 
summit of Mont Blanc. 

We encamped on a patch of muddy ground wliere the 
snow had indtcd. The wind howled dovvn the \'alley all 
night, driving cold rain and sleet before it. It w'as certain 
that heav>' snow was falling on the pass, and it appeared, 
probable that we should be delnyed on this side by bad 
w*cather. 

We had to cbmige OUr coolies at Sonnmerg^ The official 
in charge of thenip wfiD had accomptiiiied us from Gocuid* of 
course asked lor bakshish before he left us, and at the 
same time requested us to give him ot tmiten testi¬ 
monial. In Kashmir, an enormous and quite fictitious 
value is set on the diit. If one discharges a servant for 
theft, he will suffer luimurmuringly the mulcting of his 
piay, but to reluse him a chit, even if it staLfc’at fulrhlJ his 
shortcom tugs, is almost to break h is heart. He undoubtedly 
prefers to have an abusive chit than no chit at alL but a 
chit of some sort he must have* So indifferent is he, indeed^ 
as to whether his chits praise him or completely take away 
his duiracter, that he does not take the tiouble to get them 
translated for him by some city mumh\ but presents them 
alL good and badp for your consideration. A man once 
handed me a chit to reatL Ha gas^d at me viith a look 
of conscious irierTt as I read : "'Tliis man is tlie greatest 
thief and Scoundrel geneially 1 have ever come across 
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' CHAPTER VII 

tHB WZfiTEAX HIItAI.AYAK tlAVCE^i-TtlE MJI UA-Ct4KAn LADAIC 

—TlBEtA») SCENSiSy—'TASni^^ 

There ii^'as a keen bite- in the air when we set out op the 
next moniiRg^ May 3t, from otir encampment on the wind¬ 
swept plateau. Tlie ^idc-book describes this, the march 
to die foot of the Z>ii La, a.s a beautiful one over ” rolling 
meadows j but for us it was rather over rolling snow 
There are no inhabitants at Baltal, but three or tour rough 
none huts are clustered together, w^iieh serve as refuees 
for the iaii ifoUafts and cooljeS crossing the pass. Here ire 
found thirty coolies that had been sent from the other side 
by the Tlianadar of Drus to assist our men in getting the 
baggage over. Tliesc fresh coolies were natives of the Dras 
district, stunted and of the Mongolian type—^sxry different* 
looking people from the handsome Kashmiris, the limit 
of whose country we had now* reached. They were iraruily 
wTapiK'd in shapeless garments, and wore worm mocassins 
of skins on their feet to preserv-e them against frostbite 
Their hcarl-nian. a wieather-wise indiridmu! said the 
pass was now dimcult, but not dangerous, provided the 
weather n-as favouralde. It was snowing hard iriicn we 
reached the huU, bpt he was of opinion diat it would clear 
on. and, if it did so, he recommended that wr 
should start at three in the moining, so as to get across the 
worst part of the pass before the sun should soften the snow 
He explamcd that it wvjtUd be quite impossible to procet-fi 
^ long as the snow fell. He Informed us that an Afchan 
horse-dealer on his way from Turkestan to Kashmir was 
now v^thcr-boiuid at Dras. He hod attempted the ixus 
two ^ bcforie, but had to give it up and teliim thourfi 
not btdore he had lost several of hi$ horses Ro hor^ 
had yet crossed the pass this rear. We heard that a 
trareller had got over with coofies one moonlight nieht 
when the snow was. frown hard, some weeks earlier' but 
that a wind had overtaken them, so that they had to leave 
^1 the baggage on the summit of the pass'and hurry to 
Maut’un for their lives, he and several of the coolies l^nv 
badly 
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One has to pick one's wealJii:r carefully to cross a Hima- 
lay^ pass in tt 4 nter and spring, and iiViicn one does get a 
slaili—as they say at sea—tjnc must hurr>' ovtT quickly r 
lor the sutldt^n, fierce winds that often: spring up are then* 
very formidable, and sometimes destroy whole caravans 
of travellers with I heir deatily cold. A few months before 
this 300 mules and thei^drivers were thus oifErtakcw and 
lost on the Gilgit road, uie Zoji La haS a_^tl rep 5 kiifion 
for the icy gal es that across its espewd snow’-dinvtis, i 

The W^tem Himala^'as traverse the territories of the 
Maharajah from north-west to south-east; and tht; 5Joji 
La {La is Tibetan f or pass) is the deprcssi*^ in the 

ran^, being on!y_£t“500^ct aiKi\*e the cotiseiniently^ 
Crie~w^ii ad cancentrates its elf In this deep^r ap o^ the great 
mountain w^all, and mslits through It widThlgb i^ocity. 

This range, wnose average height must t*e over tycoon 
feel, and which contains, among other peaks, the raighty 
Nanga Parbat {^6,620 feet), divides she Kashmir State into 
two nearly equal port ions, and thus forms a stupendous 
natural bajrrier; not only between regions differing wiiiely 
in climate and in other phs^ical respects, hut Ixtwx'vn 
pwjpk^ as fiar as pttssible ap;iii in race and religion. 

To the south of the tatige is tlie land of the Aiyans, 
to the north the people—sa^^c in the Dard districts near 
GUgit—are of Mongolian stock. In Ladak. 1J1& c ountry 
w-e w^re now to enter^ liie inhabitants arc Bnddhisb, and 
though subject to Kashmir^ Llicy still look upon the Gr^d 
l^LiTia as Ihetr real lord. When one is in l^dak one is 
prartTcally in Tibet: the same strange scenery and dirnate* 
the $ame language^ dress, and customs are found in bodi 
countries. 

Tlie Sikh and Dogra rulers of Kashmir crossed this range^ 
which formed the oid natural frontier^ and in turn subdued 
all the countries to the UDrih oj it as far as the grt'at wrater- 
shed of the Karakoram and Hindoo Koosh mountains^ 
They effected the conquest of LaiLak be i ween 1S34 and 1845!. 

In KasJimJr thete is a regular rainfalJ, even if it be 
inconsiderable, and tlic heavy wtnter fhowd+Ul stores the 
water necessary to refresh the country in the summer 
months. The contrast between Kashmir and the region 
beyond the mountains is v^ry remarkable. The Taindouds 
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from the ?Mith, 'which have come over India from the 
distant was, are intercf-pled by tliis lofty range. So 
on crossing llic Zoji ^ one sudtlrniy entens tHe great bleak 
• W'astes of Central Asia, wher^ tlwrc is practically no rain- 
fali, ud where even the vi'inter snowfall on tlie inonjiitain- 
tops is but light, so that at 16.000 feet above the sea one 
often finds no snow left lying in sununfir. i ..' 1 fWj j..., 
Ladak, like Chmese Tibet, is for^he most part a desert 
of hare crags and granite dust, with vast ari d ja ble-lan^ of 
high elevation—a land where there are no forests or pasttires, 
where in places one can march tlirotigh a long summer's 
day and never see so much as a blade of grass ; but in 
which, by means of artifidal canals bringing down a little 
water from high snows, small patches of the granite dust are 
irrigated and carefully cultivated here and there—tiny 
green oases, so sharply defined from the surrounding desola¬ 
tion that, as Shaw’ in his book says, they look like hits. oL 
some other country cut out with a pair of scissors and 
dropped into a desert: a cloudless n^ion. aJwaj's burniiig 
or ireering under tlie cltSr blue sky "fiJr ^ 
devoid of moisture is^the atmosphere that the variations^ 
temperature arc extreme, and rocks exposed" to the suit's 
rays may be too hoffo lay the hand upon at the sam ** lime 
that it is freezing in die shade. To be suffering from heat 
on one side of one's body while painfully cold on the other 
is no lUTConuuoD scnsatioti ht^re. 


Lad^ik can tKjast_cif b^ing the L ighest Inhabited cotin to¬ 
rn the wutM : the elevation inn^t be very — 

Grain is cultivated in places at i5,cjoo feet, Lch itself 
the ^pitaj, is ix.^oo feet above the sea, but is censidered 

by the highlanders of the Rgpshu district so low as to be 
u^ealthy in siinunnr,^ and they only visit it in winter 
^ese strange creatures complain of suffocation when 
Jhc^y descend to tlic Vale of Kashmir, and wotild die if 

they stajvd long in its dense ftir. '—^ - 

One never hears of ant' bther pass than the Zoii La 
oil the Ijh road, for it is here that the sontlieriv wind 
deposits Its heavy burden of snow. As a matter of fact 
a great pition of the road berand is at a considerably 
higher elevation than Zoji La. but it is not covered with 
snow* 
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Frorti ttie above description one would imagine this 
barren region to be depressing and uninteresting in the 
cstrerne,*but it is, on the coatrarv^ f^iElating to an extra- 
onJinary degree. There ate few countries I would so 
gladly resdsit as WesteTn Tibet- 

Beyond Dras there was but little lying, though 

occasionally, on the next two marches, w’e came to avalaocbfi 
slopes, and had to pick our way across loose moraines of 
inj^ced snow and debris; but there were no real difficulties^ 
and \¥C were able to db^arge Otir coolies at Dras and 
engage horses for our baggage. 

On May 24 we descerided the valley to Tashgam* The 
5C4ificr^" wna becoming more Tibetan as w'e ad%'anccd, 
Tlie mountains iwre flitter at tlie top than in Xashmir, 
Tlio high descrt^plateau-s so characteristic of Tibet were 
already extending above us, insteiid of the serrated and 
pinnacled ranges we had seen on tlie other side of the Eoji 
La. The mniintaiii-sidcs, too, were of Tibetan character, 
not clothed with forests or pastures^ but formed of piled-up 
rocks and loose gravel. The only plant'Iife visible on the 
barren heights were a few' scattered and stunted pencil 
cedars {JunipertL'i f^dsa]. There w^as no grass in the stony 
vallcy^xDttom ; but rose and gooseberry bushes grew on 
the nver brink in places. 

Here and there, even on the most arid spots, dumps of 
a small slate-coloured plant, something like fennel in 
appearance, w'ere growing. Bower at once recognised 
this as an old, familiitr friendj and explained to. me it 5 
great merits^ This was Boort^, or^urotia, an invaluable 
plant to travellers on the high desert valleys and plateaus 
of Tibet, and without which vast regions would be ^uitc 
impassalke for mim and beast* It is full of an aromatic oil 
that smells something like camphor* It bums the Biftter 
Ihe grtjener it is^ as Bowser demonstrated by applying a 
Ttmtch to a growing dump, which blazed up readily.^ On 
those wind-sivept, bitterly cold wastes, where there h no 
Vk'qod or grass, flic boortsa is oltcn the only £uv]> and often 
the only fodder procurable for one^s animals. It was not 
growing very^ luxuriantly tn tliis comparativdy low-l^Niug 
and fertile vuUey. It Fotirislies best, it seems, in extremdy 
arid regions, and at a higher elevation than we then were. 
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We put up for the aight in Utc serai of tliehttle village of 
TasUgam, One need not pitch the tents at any stage 
betwccti Mata\nn and Leh, as there are State rejt-honses 
for the acoDnunodatiou of travellers, for the use of which 
no charge is made. 

At Tashgam we were among Itahomcdans converted to 
Buddhism. They spoke the Tibetan tongue. Instead of 
the greeting of " ^aam,“ the word with which we had 
hitherto been welcomed, we were greeted with the Tibetan 
equivalent, 


CHAPTER VIII 

KAJltitL—OASig CVLTlVATtOK—TIPRTAK TaaLE'l.A!K(lS^S A 

BUDUtflST COUSTMV-^tllE UHAAtUty—Run LAHA5—QEOOSUbfcS 

—iriiiiiORv or jRK-i.vcAiiJ4Axia!¥ 


On- ilay 25 wc tra^'oUed two stages to the village of Kargil 
a distance of twvnty-Iour miles. This is the capital of the 
pensive district of the same name. The Thanadar of 
Dras, who had met us at Mataton, was still with us; but 
at Ksngil he handed us o ver to the tbanadar of that district 
w ho in bis turn escorted us to the next district; and so 
on. 


Tins day the place selected for our niiddav halt and meaj 
w-as near the hamlet of Chantgund. There was a character¬ 
ise bit of LadaJd scenery' on the other side of tJie river of 
whicli I decided to take a photograph. I was perched'on 
a rock and was about to w-ithdraw the cap fmin the lens 
when a most unexpected pist of wind—for it wa.s a calm 
day—struck the apparatus, and sent it railing down the 
rocks. When I picked it up I found the camera seeminElv 
iKypiid any possibiUty of repair in this wild country wh^ 
sktUtd tnedianics there wiejie none. Mv dismay^ at this 
catastroi*c can be imagined. I was deprived of the means 
of taking pictures now that I was at the very threshold of 
one of the most inter^g countries in the wxirld tu 
delineate, f gathered the fragments together and marched 
on in ^ go^ temper with togs in general. My foolish 
Babu Khan tned to sympathise wiih me. " It must have 
cost many rupees, he lamented. The waste of hard cash 
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and not the itrciiarable loss ol my pictures, was all that he 
could realise. 

Ftohi Chanegund out way led through a dEiSert mvino 
with mighty diffe toweting ou either side. The narrow 
bridle-paUr was generally high above the tdrrtTit* carried 
along the face of predptceSp or windiiig over great landslips 
of brown rocks. The road had been brokt^ti a^eay a good 
deal in places^ but our surefooted little hiil-ponics bore na 
aerD^s with perfect safety. 

Kot far Iroiri Chanegund the Bras stream Rows' into the 
Sirru Riveip their united waters joining the Indus aome 
twelve miles farther on* Here the Indus is hemmed in by 
such lofty precipices, rising for many thonaands of feet on 
cither side above the raging torrent, that the natives, 
adepts as they are at opening out hill-tracks, throwing frail 
wtMxlcn scaffoldings and ladders from ledge to ledge across 
the faces of cliffe, have not found it possible to makca cooIjC' 
road of the roughest description — and what Is called a 
rough road in this country is calculated to make one's hair 
stand nn end. The road to Leh, therefore, instead of 
foUoviing the Indus valley, diverges along a tributary- of 
the SurUp and after crossing two passes rejoins tlic Indus 
Valley near KhaJ^^ 

Kargd. our this day's destinalioUp is the most extcnsh-c 
oasis in this part of the country. It fills a broad and beauti¬ 
ful \TiJe, wdiidi the Sum River enters, and out of which it 
fiow^, by narroiv gorges. Though strrrDundf?d by bane 
moimtainSp tliis green valley has a ^^ry pleasing appearance 
after tlic desolate country that is traver^ to approach it. 

As wtr neared the serai^ tlie Thanadar of KargU, 
accompanied by several gaily-attired notables, rodo out 
to meet us. Tlicy brought us tlie usual dtihs, or presents, 
as tokens of their respect: large metal dishes of dried 
currants and apricots, and a basket of sugar candy. They 
ilso held out rupees to us in tlseir open hands, a generosity 
which, like the couitcdus Spaniard's gifts, niust, of course, 
not be nndei^tood too literally, The proper thing is to 
touch the proSered coins w-ith one's finger, in polite significa- 
lion of acceptance, but not to take up th<; rupc®. 

As soon os wc were settled in tlie rest-house, on an open 
whitewashed wrandah. whore we put up our beds and table. 
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3Jid made ourselves generally at home in lull view of the 
admiring population, tvhidi crowded round to ga ry at us, 
I bethoui^t myself of my wrecked camera, and altu an 
examination was incHned to think that I couJd patdi it up 
suffidentJy for use if I had the necessary tools. [ con¬ 
sulted the lumhadiir, ivlio told me that there was a very 
dever carpenter in the siUage, for wbont be would at once 
send. 

This skilful artificer soon arrived: a good-iiaturcd 
Ladaki. He spoEelTltTc;' considered the ruins of the 
camau. nodded his head as if perfcclly satisfied witli his 
capadty for deeding with the job, went off, and came bock 
with a hatchet, a sledge-hammer, a Large coarse saw, and a 
drill three-quaitere of an inch in diameter. Uliat he pro¬ 
posed to do with the camera I know not; but 1 rescued 
it from his hands jnst a& he was ab«it to attack it with 
the saw ! 


Tlifi wooden framework of die camera had been faioken 
ID several places, and the bcUowa were tom away. It was 
not an easy business to tackle without tools, but I set to 
work, so anxious was I not to be deprived of my means 
of taking pictures. I procured some glue, and employed 
this where possible ; then I extracted a few suptrfluoiis 
s«aEW5 from the apparatus, and with them sertuved togetlrcr 
the broken portions. The only tCKil at my disposal for 
boiing the prcliiainary holes for ihese screws was a lame 
needte. which I made red-iiot with a candle-flaidc and mi 
ituprovised paper blowpiiie. a tedious but succf:ssful process 
which suiprised and delighted the crowd of spectators' 
Then 1 replaced the broken focus-glass with u half-plate^ 
from which I had washed off the chemicals, and on which 
I had pasted a bit of tissue paper; and at last, to my own 
astnnjshmen t and great satLsiaction, the camera was 
mended and apparently solid enough. For all practical 
purpos^ it indeed proved as good os ever. The Rood* 
natured people round scented as pleased as I was at mv 
success, and a chorus of sr.ine Tibetan equivalent for bravo 
greeted the result of mv labours. 

Our next mardi^May -retook us through scenery 
of tnie T.betiui aspect. Qose to KaigU the road leave 
tht We a££<^]idcd the bare niounliiin'^side, and 
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found ourselves on <i stnnv table-land of considerable 
elevation, Frnm here we per«ived many similar plateaus 
all round os. Tltc skj' was doudless and of tbe beautifuJ 
transparent pale blue characLcristiC of the Tibetan regions, 
TIic wind, too, up here was oi Tibetan kcemiess, absolutely 
dry, and ddjciously bracing. 

In this tliin, dry air, far-off objects appear quite near; 
mountains sisty mdes away might be heaps of stonffi 
f<irtv wrds oEf| and Pirsti* riiCTC" no alnrosplicric 
effect to give any idea oi, distance. It is impossible litre 
to judge tlic distance of even familiar objects whose ske 
one knows, for the air hits a cunous magnifj'ing effect, due 
to a form of mirage. Black yaks or steep on far lullsidt^ 
appear monstrousl)' big: a 'solitary tree, plainly risible, 
may be two clays* joumev off- We saw a woman walking 
in the valley below us : she looked like a giantess. There 
was a lack of proportion and perspective that produced a 
strangely nnreal effect. It wus like a land in a dream.t 

After* crossing this tabityland we descended to the 
valley of the Wakka, a small tribatary of the Suru. 
poKied the village and fair oasb of Pasldl, and rode into a 
strange gorge, with rock pinnacles on cither side, shap«l 
like castle towers and cathedral spires. The scenery 
becoming more uncanny os we advanced, which was as it 
sbonld be ; for w'c were now entering the country of those 
uncanny people, the Tibetan lluddhists, \\‘e followed this 
wild defile for many mites, the road crossing th_e toTrent 
several times, and of ten agzagging high up tlie cliff^ide in 
order to avoid projecting spurs, At last, after a ratJitT 
long day's march, and being utterly weary of these imprison¬ 
ing crags. we suddenly opened out another of those pleasant 
cultivated vales that are so gtatcfid to the traveller, and 
perceived our welcome destination, the village of Sbergol, 
ahead of us. 

This is the fiisl Buddhist village on the road. It is 
a labyrinth of rather well-built mud houses, \rith narrow 
allcvs tietwecn, Tlie cunous^ calm people were, sitting on 
the flat roofs as wc approached and appeared to be meditat* 
ing. Towering above the houses gigantic cAoiYow, 

or samphagi, of dried mud, gaily painted, containiag the 
ashes of piuus lanrasn 
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Oil the nioiiiituin-&idL% tlir viUage, 

Of monastery of lama^, to whkh I hastened with my 
cajncra as soon as Vfc had established ourselves in the 
serai, Tlie ilJtiatralioii will shnw' what tills eKtraortliiiary 
place is like. Hie Buddhjst '.d Tibet, while he despises 
tile hits a Invc for the gredesque In Nature. He 

builds hts tnonastei^^ on what to nrdinajy men ■would 
appL-ar to be ihc mrist undesirable spf^t pfiSbible: he 
perches it on the siimmil of ^mxv atmost inaccessible 



SHEtGOL COTiTA. 


pinnacle^ or buirowii into the face cd a prccioire Thi* 
or CKimiw. of Slicrgol, fe carved eiut of a iionmv 
comwd cliff* forming with some other cHfls of the same 
di^nption a flight of stairs on the slopt> of a bleak 

moutKEua of stoii^. The gompa itself is paint(>d 

white, u^th ^nds of bright colour on the projecting Si^den 
gallerj-, w thapt stands out distirirtly ngainj^t the darker 
mcks. There is not a sign of vegetal ion m-ar; all round 
is a_ dreary waste of stones aJone, rouna 

Kirom this iamas’ retreat the view of the mnunt-ifns 
on the other side of the broad valley Ls in iticJi partSSy 
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tan tactic. I shall often have to employ lhi& last arijectivc 
when ^vritiiig of Ladak. It e-'qsresses tlie g^ins gf the land. 
The couhtry itsdf is fantastic, and the fantastic race who 
dw^W in it do all they can to assist Xature, and make their 
surroundings stiJl more fanta$tic than they are. The 
monn tains which face tlie monasteiy arc of considembte 
height, and froin this distance appear smooth, falling to 
the hed of the river, in regular furrows and waves, like 
those one often sees on a stream of lava that has cooled. 
These undulations are of \^rion& vivid colours—great 
streaks, a mile long, oi pink^ ochre* white^ green, blue, 
brick-red p and here and there coal-black. The effect is 
vcr>" curious. 

All the men in Shergol W'Otc queues in die Chinese fashion, 
and had h-atures of the pure Tibetan t^'pCp there bc*ing little, 
if anVp admixture nf Ari^an blood here. I soon realised that 
I had reached a very strange land, a counliy of lopsj'- 
turveydotn, where fioljranilry prc^^ils instead of polygamy, 
where pni^nng Is all conducted by machinerv, arid wJiere. 
in lihort, the traveller fre?h from bcj^mnd the mountains 
b beViildcTed by the quaint sights* iiie strange beliefs, 
superstitions^ and customs he cnmv> across every day. 

1 did not visit the Lntcrior of Shcrgol monastery, but 
walked across the stony desert to the foot of it, and saw 
for the first time tlte lamas 1 had so often heard of, who 
passed by me as if not obs^Tving me, etindng no curictiitY. 
not even saluting me with a jooiy. but apparently wTapped 
in their own thoughts. 

Tliesc W'ere Red lamas, who alone are {r>tind in Lad.tk; 
whereas the Yellow'^amas, who are in manv^ respects more 
ascetic and strict than die Red, arc the prevalcrit sect in 
Chinese Tibet^ The Red lamas are, for the most part^ sis 
dirty and ragged as the itinerant beggar-^monks of Snithcni 
Europe, whom they much resemble in appearance. - One 
could not fail at once to recognise these men as monks. 

The Red luma wx^rs a red petticoat, and throws over 
hirf shoulders a large red shawl, which leaves his left arm 
bare. His head is close-shaven, and when out of doors he 
dons a little red cap witli ear-daps, of the same shape as 
that wv»m by the laity* .He alvniys carries about with him 
a praying-wheel, a rosaty* and a mttlo of holy water. 
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Tlie lamaseries appear to be organised in a very business¬ 
like Then? are two classes of monks in e ac h There 

in the first place, the working monks, ivho attend to 
the iiiteiests of the conuntinity. These cultivate 

the land, cullect the rents of the monastery tenants, travel 
through Uie villages to beg aims for the brntherhood, and 
advance com and grain to fartners at interest The second 
class is composed of the spiritual monks, w4io have nothin^ 
to do wth worldly matters, but devote their time to 
dreaming and religious exerrises. From this class the 
abbot IS chosen, and in a few cases a monasterv has as its 
spintiial head a very holy person indeed, no less than a 
skooshok, or incarnation. WTien Inrd Roberts visited 
® ®*ooshok of Spitak Gompa ivas presented to 
him. This personage wte said to have been ro-iiieamated 
Seventeen times, and in his first incarnation to have been 
a contemporary of Buddha. 


CH.APTER IX 

cHAOAc™ OF nre oRasa-THE revaAa-HAins 

Having photo^phed the gompa. I retunied to the serai, 
ui front of whch I found a crowd assembled. Bower in 
l^' imiln of them, l^aining over some horses that had 
been brough t for h^ msiieclion. These men did not jabber 
he, but argued the point out in a quiet, Bank, eood- 
hamourwl way tliat impressed one favourablv. One co^ 
to li ke thcM amiable l^nki Buddhists; tiicy are high I v 
^ken of by all whoEavc travelled In tlieir country® m 
^ uig truthful, honest, hospitalk. Miid_lUiwghtfoSiid. 
Thej arc a harndes^ simple race with no bigotn* or ore- 

food with a C^tian or to drinfing out of a cup that £I 
been used by lum. He docs not hide his womeif from our 
gajK, and these uitoomdy creatures wander about onctav 
and unveiled, look Englishman fearlessly in th^W 
Md pet him wtih a cheerful smile. Ail this makS 
ladak a far pleasanter land to travel in than ciSlT a 
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Hindoo or a Mhliomedan country^ vdth their barrirrs of 
rescrs'c and sectu^on, \^4iich make it so extremely diffietJt 
for the stranger tn acquire any bat the most superficial 
knowledge of diem. Tltc Laclaki, on the other hand, 
will ^velcoitie one to his bousej one into his most 

sacred . buildings ^ and allow one to Iw [iresent at any ol 
his rdi^oiis ceremonies, conceaUng nothing, and ready to 
give any explanation that is required of him. 

In iadak both men and ^t'omen are warmly ebthed, even 
in suinmi r. The man's costume consists of a tbek wooEIen 



tADAX] W’CWEX, W^tAItTHG TTIE VHVliAK; 

fmek reaching to the ankles, girded m the middle viith a 
cloth band : on the head is a little cloth cap with two ear- 
flap!*, which are geneniiJv tutned upi Fhe w'omen wear 
frocl^ reaching their an Wes, thick cloaks of sheepskin, 
and boots. Their coiffiire is pecuyarly nnhccoming. On 
either check hangs a great huneb of hair, while the oma- 
tticnt kfiawm as the peymfi, whidi is peculiar to ladies td 
Tibet, ooveis the top of the head and falls some way down 
the boeb The pewnk is a piece of leather etudded with 
flat turqunisib : it is about two feet in length rmd about 
eight inches hruatL All the pcrsronal property^qJLa Ladaki 
woman is invented in the turt^oiscii of her pc^tak. 



4 B wilere thj^ee empires meet 

^ '27 wv had aii iiitttt^ihig rnarcli of eightiitn miJcs 

to Kliarbii, Outside Shei^iil we saw the first mum, or wall 
of pniyin^^toiies. Tlie llltistratidn repTteents a helical 
jmmL Tills a massive stijiie v,aJJ or embankment abcjut 
eight feet in heightp its trip bluping from the centre to either 
side^ like the roof of a house. Evety one of the large fiat 
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stoiies that fonn this raif is daboratelv car^'ed in the- 
pictorial cbanicters of Tibet with piayei^^ cenerafiv with 

the inscrimion. "Oi* pal^roJ^:! tU 
^t<?d (n a ^-anetyof w-ap many milJions eU 

emp Dy«J pmyer m the universe. Tlie tran.slation nl S 
^ ^ miTdy, O ! thou jewd fn th€ Lotus, Of"' 
Thestf 'walh. oI atone, some a mile in length, ait found 
ev^-ivht-re in i^Kik. ernomlly at the entraSJ ofTillS 
but 5omt times far .na-ay from any iiabitation Thc sti^ 
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fqiTiiing a mani vary in siz« from a few mdiGS to four or 
five feet in diameter. The cartings are often artistic and 
beautiluL Images of Buddha and designs of mystic 
figures are rcpresente+i upon them, as well as prayers. Tlie 
carding is done by pious lamas, generally from Lassa, who 
travel through Buddhist countries in order to perform 
this duty. 

At either end of the imuii in the lUustmtion is a large 
chorten, of the ^ape most frequently met with in Ladakh 
After the corpse of a Buddhist has been burnt by the lamas^ 
some of the ashes of the dead man are mixed witli day and 
moulded into a little idol, which, if the deceased was a 
man of wealth, is placed by itsdf in the middle of a chf>rten 
buhl ejtpressiy for It; If he was a poor mau^ his idol Is 
placed in some old chorten, with other idols of the poor. 
I have found the cavities of ancient chortens filied with 
these little images. 

About three miles from Shergol wt pas&cd the village of 
MuJbek, a curious place, with many manis and chortens, 
and a monastery' perched oti the rocks above. By the 
roadside near the village is a colos&taJ idol of the god Chambu, 
carved on the face of an isolated rock. Tlic idols of Ladak 
were, of course, regarded by Snhhana and our other Mussul¬ 
man followers with contempt* 

WTien we entered the village of Mulbek the male popula¬ 
tion was sitting in groups, silent and motionless, on the 
fiat house^^tops. As wc passed each house, the men on the 
roof would rise to their feet of one accord, make an obeis¬ 
ance, titter the w=ord of greeting—jooly—in solemn: chomSp^ 
squat down again dnmltaneously, and tlien in a moment 
become apparently quite obli\uous of us, and lapse into 
silent meditation. There was something vcjy weird in 
this perfonnance 1 but it was quite in accord with ihe 
spirit of this enchanted land- Tliere w'cre many UtUc 
black cattle in the allei,is of the village^ and the tiojest and 
tamest goats I have ever seen came out of the houses to 
make friends with us. The Ijidaki goats are the prettiest 
cfMtlures of their kind, with long, soft hair ; but they are 
very perky and conceited. All domestic animals are 
remarkably tame in Ladak: for Buddhists treat with 
kindness Birnse forms of life into which it may be riieir 
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lot to b<j rc-incarn^tcd some day, Kot only man, but aljD 
aj] creatures under his domination—horses, sheepi go&is, 
fowls—[ire diminutive here; whereas the ^ild aiumaJa 
on the high mountains are ol gigantic siie—the Ovis poli* 
for ej<ajjiple^ that giant among sheep. 


CHAPTER X 

ciTv or utn — uokavuln kissiok noarii^L— 

?ilErARATIO»3 

On June our ^xteenth day out from Srinagar, we marched 
two stages aud completed ourjoumey to Leh+ 

\Vu rode on alter our limrij \^ith our escort* across 
burning sands and pebbly ¥fiistes till we came to the isolated 
rock ol Pliak^ rising from the river-bank, Viith an ancient 
gompa and fort at its sonimit. Here two spurs of the 
mountain-range to the north of the Indus open out, leaving 
a ^eat sand plain between them. At the head of this 
plain, about five miles from the Indus, stands the city of 
Ijch, spuTounded by etdti^-ated fields* groves of Jolty poplars 
and other trees. The streams that flow dowTi from tlie 
puUabs behind it and water this oasis are afterwards sucked 
op by the arid sands, and never reach the Indus^ The 
Indus at Ktak is 10,500 feet above the sea* Leh b 11.500 
feet, so that one gradually ascends 1000 feict in the couise 
of the five miles* journey acit>ss the saiads. 

As one approaches this important city, the capital of 
Western Tibet and of Western Buddhism, it presents a 
really imposing appearauce- Towering above all the gxo ves 
and houses stands the massive palace of the deposed 
Gi£fi^ 05 , or Rajahs of Ladak, with many irremilar storeys 
and lofty, iideaning walls, and with giant chortens con¬ 
taining the ashes of longs surrounding it* Higlier up, on 
the crags behind* is the gompa, and behind all rises a mighty 
snovncovered fuountain range, across which roads kad 
into Turfc^tan and Tibet. 

\Vc rode up to tlie city, paseied througls the walls hy a 
mnall wicket-gate, and foun<l ourselves at tliu head of the 
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which bwn built the Dogra coni^tic^t'—a 
long* broad street, such as Srinagar cannot boast, bordered 
by the shops of the merchants, and ivith the great white 
palace rising conspicuously at the farther end. Tlic passing 
through this wicket into the bazaar is a sudden hurst from 
the wilds into civilisation. The merchauts, many ol whom 
are whitis^bed Hindoos from Kashmir, were sitting cross*- 
kneed among llicir wares at the entrance of their shops. 
But the iuizaar was comparatively deserted at this early 
season. I was informed that later on, when the passes 
into Central ,^sja are open, tlis place ivonld bo full of life, 
and be exceedinj^y picturesque and interesting for a 
strangler to bthohL 

Lth, coiiveniently atuated as it is about balf-wny between 
the marlmts of India and those of Central .\sin, has bccoine 
the terminus for the dara\iin5 from bntli regions. In the 
sammer, traders arrive at Uli from India. Turkestan. 
Tibet, Siberia, and the rvmotest districts of Control Asia, 
llere the goods and pnxluce of thi* Sfiuth arc exchanged 
for those of the north. It Is seldom that u caravan frem 
India goes north of Leh. or that one from Central 
proceeds south of it. The merchants, who have been 
travelling for months along the difTiailt roads from cither ' 
direction, meet hero and dispose of their loads, to a 
extent by ImtCT; but before fhev commence the long, 
wtarj- homeward journey, they resit here for a montfi or 
two. so that the bazaar and the cirk-iruns of the dty are 
thronged with tlie camcLs, yat&, and otlier beasts of burden, 
as well as with men from all corners of .Asm. .^Vt lliis 
time there is such a tnotlev coUeetjon of types and various 
oofitumes, and such a babel of different l^guagcs, asiit 
would not be easy to find elsmvhere, ' ' 

found at the Residenej' Dr Thorold, who was to 
accomik-iny Bower on his adventurous, jouruey, and wlio 
ha<i preceded him with the storm. It wws luckv he had 
doffi: so, for there was no doctor in Uh, and Dr Thorold 
hml been of groat service in altonding on the .Mnravi^ 
missionaries, :d] of whom had been attacked bv fever 
After talking the matter over with him. Bowvr decided not 
to proceed on his journey imtn tliev were out of all danger 
and stood in no further need of medicaJ assistance. * ' 
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The TmintAin a little hospital at T^E, Tile 

perpetual dastine&s of the air, and the manner of tlieir life 
m winter, makes the natives at Lswkk particulariv subject 
to ophthalmia and other diseases of the eye, for the treat* 
ment of which they flock to tlic ho^ital in great numbers. 
In one year Dr Marx, of the Mission, performed iJiirtv 
operations lor cataract,alone. ' 

province of Ladak is governed by a Wazir* but 
this oMal rem^s^^ in Jummoo, while his lieutenant. 

r^idcncse in Leh. This gentleman 
treats Bower imd mj-scR with the greatest kindness, and 
mq all txiAt wsis m tu^ pomr to assist ps. 

He i^refuUy selected the explorer's Ladak followem for 
him. and canlioiisly made inquiries as to the character 
and resources of the countiy^ Into which Bower was firat 

could beobrnmedconceming it,save that it was unpopulated 
desert, and considered impassable. It was a terra in- 
ccgftHa even to the nomsids. 

I began to realise what an advcntimsomc expedition 
^is was ol Bower and -niorold. They were now about to 
plunge into an a^Intelv unexplored region, a region o| 
the most elevated tabje-lands in the \torld. where even 
very v^ey*tettoms are higher at«>ve the sea than th! 
summit of Mont Blanc; to discover their own passes ao^ 
huge mountain-ranges; probably for weeks if 
months, at a time to depend entirely on the supply tb“" 
srerc carrying with them, finding neither fuel nor bi 
the way; posaby. after long, arduous joumeJ^roM 
die mountain ^itud«, to arrive at insuJxirebirnJSrU 
biUTiers, compelling them to retrace theit steps and^Sm. 
men« agmn in some other direction : to be teySwcdTbv 
the inhabitant of the regions through wJiich th«* 
or to meet with still more active hratibrv »«*”*^™* 

«. a., nup .< a™. A, ,hp 
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plishKi his Uisk; after a year’s \ttuiderings, unheard of 
their fate altogether unknown, the tiro Englishmen at 
last re-apjwarea at Shanghai, to tlic relief of all their 
mends. 

My oiiTi programinc was, after seeing the interreting 
Buddhist festh"al at Himis^ to march ;icrosMOiin£ry to 
Gilrat, at tiie f^hcr extremity q[ the Kashmir State, where 
_ ad arr^ged to meet Spedding. 1 had also to await at 
Lcli a ^p[y from emr Resident at Stitiagaj, to vvlioto 1 had 
appiiiKi forpernii^Mon to travel on the GiJgit road. 


CHAPTER XI 

POLO AT tJEt^riLG bf vtAr. w xo MiMIS 

I pa^ my time very pleasantly at Ldi for a few dsvTi. 
^idcnng atout the environs and taking pbotogniphs. 

also got up some atnuseniente for us, 
notably ^lo, the indigenoijs game of all the highland 

At Leh It 15 the i^iom to play in the bazaar, all business 
being for the purpose. The Naib Wazir issuS 

the order, dl the shops were dosed, and the strains of a 

^^mpets. and s«mjCs—the 
»und of whicE last is like that of bagpipes without the 
drou<>—w-tre the pnncipi instniments, gavTnotkfi to the 
cit izcns that the play was about to commence. The pinvera 

andmhJn.*l!^hi« ^-ith Se Raib Wa 5 r 

^uSiran IS ticw the spectacle, while the populace 

ThB ground. 

The band play^ without pause, the air alwai.’s bc?omme 

more rapid and noisy when either side w-as apprSZI 
a goal, and su^ding to low and querulous nSto if !hf 
chance were lost, WTien a goal was won tliere irouM be 
a tnumphant :md ^srordant outburst of music. In some 
parts of ^tL.tan ,t is the custom for the beaten 
dance for the aimuenicut of the spectators. ‘ 

Bower's and Tlioruld's stay at Lch <>n'iKT,v,i i 

spectators together of what is crminly one of the strangest 
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religioiiB festivals in the world, the far-famed fair of 
Qfimpa. 

Tills large monastery l'i t™ marchfjs from Ltb up tlie 


lUiJAB^a PALflCE. IMH. 

Indus Valley. It contains acconimodatlon for 800 monks 
and mins. The annual festival that is held there continues 
for tsi'o days, and attrarts great numbers of Buddhists 
from Chmese Tibet as well as from Ladak, the Yellow^ lamas 
and nuns fmm I^sa mingling with their Red brethren of 
Western Tibet. 

On Sunday, June 14, we* set out for HUiiis Fair, We 
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ffimipd qviitc jui tmpnsing cnvaJcade ; lot tlii; Naib Wazir. 
tin; Treasurer of Ladak, and other dignitaries niio vi'cre 
to be pnesent at tin* accompanied iis. 

Great tunnis and dinrtens bordered our road down to 
the Indus, which wc crossed by a wooden bridge. In 
front of us, Iving in a broad hoHow in the mountains, was 
an inigated oasis with scveml bui! dings, and one ratlu-r 
imposing cdihcc standing amid the orchards. This is 
Stok, the estate of the Gialpo, or Rajah of Ladak, the 
grandson of the ruler who was overthrown bv the Dograi 
The Gialpo is treated with the greatest respect by the 
Ladakis, who still look np to hbi as their prince. He tin joys 
a reputation for ^eat piety and erudition in BudsEiist 
literature. He is completely priest-ridden, and passes 
most of his time in solitary- dewtion and in theologiciil 
converse with learned lamas. 


We rode up the left bank of the Indus, and formed part 
of a great straggling ctowd travelling in the same direction 
as ou^ves. Kwly all these people were mounted, and 
wre jessed in their myest attire, maJdiig a great display 
of China silks and Tibetan turquoises. There were merry 
little famUy partits, jog^g idong on small ponies, Tliere 
were plenty of red-robed lamas too, who were journeving 
to Ihinfe from distant gompas, and a goodly mimbu of 
stately turbaned tnerchants from I-ch —Hindoos and 
Mahomedans. Mongolian Buddhists fonned the bulk of 
the CTOwd. They were bent on enjoying llicir three dai-i' 
holiday at Hiniis, and were in the highest spirits, and ready 
to arack a joke with us as we passed. The Ladakis 
thmugWy reJi* a bit of boffoouery on occasion, and 
ind^ged m rollicking horseplay. It was a motley and 
^g^™«sion, a sort of Tibetan vtmion of a Cantwbury 

At the entnmee of the Himis nullah we passed threurfi 
some good land with wtrll-nngated and catEfuBy-coltivated 
t^es promrang abundant oops of gniin' and fruit 
Struck by the prosperous appearance of this oasis I made 
mquiry of tny companions, and Itirnt that this was as 
I had suspected, Chnrcli property, being held by reminds 
of the moiia^m- on tbejfc^r^j^ th^ 
mg over oncdiaU of ^ 
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pmdically exempt imm and bcgnr. W^e'rod^ 

up a sa^Tige ravine^ which form«I a fitting apprnatli to the 
sacred place. The scenery was barren for the most ; 
but the torrent was borebired by dense gro^’es. The sigas 
of Buddhist worsldp were cvery^vhere amimici u$ : manb 
lined the steep patli, and ever>' prominent crag w"as crooned 
Vinili dmrtcn, altar, or hermitage. At last* on turning a 
comer, a most picturesque sight htirst upon us. The vast 
lamasery stood before us, perched high up on the nigged 
rocks, wth wild mountains Jorming a fine baekground to 
the picture. HimLs is at a much greater height above the 
sea than Lch, and in eveiy shaded hollow of tlin gorge the 
snow ^vas still Iving, 

We reached the main gate of the gompa ; and here some 
monks took c h arge of us and led us to our quarters through 
that great rdixiblixig edihee of weird sights* across strange 
courtyards fantastically decorated* where huge and ugly 
Tibetan mastiffs of yellow colour, sacred creatures of the 
gompa, barked furiously at us as we passed, and strained 
at Uieir stout thalns, eager to fly at the intmders' throats ; 
along dim., narrow alleys* W’liEre dripping water turned the 
pmjhng-whecls, and vvliere hand-wheels and other facibties 
for devotion met one at every turn l up steep, winding 
flights of stairs; across wooden galleries overhanging 
abysse$. Kverywhere wt w'nrc surrounded by uncanny 
objects. The walls were covered witli hescoes of grotesque 
goils and frightful demons: banners with monstmiJS 
designs waved over us: and, not the feast uncanny, the 
Red lamas, with their dark rags and shaven heads* kept 
flitting by us with noisdess footsteps, w^bispering to one 
another after the peculiar manner of this country—so low 
a whisper that no sound was audible evm when we were 
quite near: and it appeared as if they wicre conversing 
by watching the silent mowments of each other's Ups* as 
do OUT own deaf and dumb. 

Tlie Abbf^t of flimis treated ns inith great hospilaJity. 
Comfortable chambers were placed at our dispo^ in a 
high turret of the gempa, commanding a splendid \ifrw 
down the nullah, across the Indus Valley, to the snowy 
range beyond—a depression in which ^v^ls pointed out to 
me by ^wer as the Chang La, by which lay his road to 
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China. Tht o£ the gotniia. also kindlv sent us 

presents of pnj\'isitins~H5h«p, rice, and suEiir—and did 
not lorget tlie ]ani of chf^*ring thuiig, 

Prom an overlituiginc gallery ettisc to uur quarters we 



could Iwk down on what may he described as the chief 
quadrangle of the gompa. the one in width the rclifri.jus 
mummery- to take place, In the centre of the (l^Eed 
courtyard stood a lofty pole hung with gaUv-col^?3 
Strcai^rs. on which dragons and mvstic signs' Mx-re [S 
hnrated. toiincis and beautiful silk dtapnies. with 
fitimlar quaint ftgures worked uptm them, depended from 
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the walls* On that $ide f>f the quadrangle whidi i£L«^ ^ 
was the porch of the temple^ with steps leading up to it, 
its columns and fricates being painted in rich ted, green< 
and brown tints. On the side to our dght the building 
vtas only one storey higli, and had a gate under it leading 
to the outer prcctncts of the monastery* Towering over 
this building could be seen the bouses of tlie little town oi 
Himis perched upon the bare crags. Pra^4rtg-f!ag5 W'crc 
fluttering ever^TA'Iiere on the roofs of the gompa and the 
houses. 


CHAPTER XII 

THK irV'STKRY PLAV AT HUUS'^TnEl lAlti HASK—tllE DHVIl. OASflCE— 

A ifAB T.E Qi?TMAnF.—^JULCOJIK to IJS.U—LAJaAfiiiHV OP TllirAY 
^TUa SKDOSHOlt 

At an early hour of the morning of June i6 W'O were 
awakened tO a realisation of whero w^e v^’ere by the sounding 
of the priatJy shawms in diRcTent quarters of the great 
monastery^ We arose^ and found it had been snowing in 
the night, and tlie distant roountains ^verc white almost 
down to the level of the Indus. 

After breakfast ^ve repaired with the Naib Was^tTi the 
Treasurer, and other notables to the gallery overlwiking 
the quadi^glrv where seats had been prepared for us* 
The jovial Treasurer, fmdiag that 1 appreciated the national 
feverage^ produced at intcr^^als fiowiiig bow'ls of chung to 
cheer us as we gashed at tlic snceessivc whirling troops of 
devils and monsters that pas^^d before ns. 

The great crowd had already collected—men and women 
of Ladak and Qdnese Tibetj lantas and nuns red and yellow, 
and a sprinkling of Hindoos aod MussidmanSp filling the 
galleries, covering the roofs, and sr|uattipg on the floor all 
round the quadrangle- Several sepoys of tlie irregular 
Ladaki levy—in the Ladaki dres$, and not in the least like 
soldiei^i—and lantas witli scourges in their hands, kept the 
spectators in^order^ and prevented them bom pressing on 
to the space reser\'ed for the performers* In a state-tex 
of the gallery cppositu to us, hiuig with silken drapeneSi 
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7 Kajtth of I^ab, with his suite 

f , t *** pfiople, he \VBS tif mucJi feiircr tomplexion'* his 
fi-atur« were rcfitied, having much of the pure beauty of 

^iintl*"^’ stnmgdy witli the ignoble faces 

h is difficult to give an account of the cveT-ehanBiiiir 

th ^Wh‘'7 muimnrry which vrjs cajriS^i^far 

whole of thislong Btiinmir's tlay_a bewildering phantas- * 
ST din of unearthh™l£rth^ 

fhTrnn*^ make one belies 

SJtorJ represented by the 

actons. For the prnicipid moth-e of this mysiterv nl^Lv 

ap^ared to he as fcllorvs :-The souj of mauTi^lJ^ tSS 
in the midst of iiia|igiiant demons—the tartli the air the 
water cwwded with theffi-periietuaUy siiSna to Sitrov 

oppression of the powers of 
himself do nodiing. but that the payers of 
ioin^ Food lajiiii or ttacamiifion may cotnc to lik 
and shield Inm from the devib for a time, until the shriekim? 
demons di^ in upon his soul again. Such fe th^ioomv 
'=«5tence as depicted by the fih^ia^ 

The extiao^naiy resemblance between much of th^ 

were ning at intervals daring the ceremony • soml on^e 

"in 

I will Only' SttCIlipt lliC tiitscriTition nf e ±i. - 



tiiE in^arEav piAV, Hiifri. 
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rehearse for which is one of the chief occupations of the 
latnas throughout the year. 

The nmsicat instruineiits emptoved by the lama ordiestra 
on this occasion induded shawirU and other huge brazen 
wind in^menU. siimais. cymbals, gotigs, tainbonrincs 
and rafll« made of humim bones. The many-coloured and 
grote^udy-dcsigned robes worn by the miimratts were of 
oeautiml China silk, while the maste ejdiibited great powers 
of horrible invention on the part of their makers. 

Tlie gongs and shawms sounded, and the mujiunerv 
commenced. Fimt came some priests with mitres on their 
heans, dad m rich robes, who swung cemsers, blling the 
coti^ard with th e odour of incense. A fter a stately dance 
to slow music these went out: and then entered, with wild 
antics egurcs in yoUow robes and peaked hoods; flames 
and cmgics of human skulls were on their breasts and other 
portons of tlieir raimimt, .,1s their hoods fell back, hideous 
features wctc disclo^. Tlien Uie music berame fast and 
lunoiis. and troop after troop of diiferent masks ruslicd on 
some CK^ting woo^n tambourines, others sis'eUing the din 
With rattles mid bells. All of these masks were horrible 
and the ^ice of infernal bcinp was w-cD esprtsiscd on 
some of them. Aa they danced to the wUd music with 
gestures, they howJed in savage chorus 

The loud muac suddenly ceased, and all the demons 
scampered off, ^ekmg as if in fear, for a holy thing wws 
approaching. To solemn chanting, low- music, and swinging 
of ceiLscrs, a palely procession came through the porA of 
the temple and slowly descended the steps, Underacanopy 
borne by attendants walked a tall form in beautiful sUfc 
tobe^ ^rtng a l^e mask representing a benigu and 
peaceful face. As be advanced, men and boys urKtrated 
.h«.^vK betw him, md ddorrf him «ilh 
pitasmg chanting. He was followed by si:c other ma^ 
who wm treated with similar respect, seven deifiS 

bangs drew then^l ves up m a line on one side of the ouad- 
rMgle received the adoration of several ptore^ons 
of masked ^res, some of abbots, and others bei^t-hSd 
or having the faces of dciiU. ” Those seren masks." said 
the Treasurer tons, are reprcscnUtions of UieDclai Lama 
Of Lasi.;! aiid hi^ prcvioiis mcariiatiorts. llicy aic bdng 



KAjhlC q?- TIIK PELAl LAMA HBJSCESBlWfi Tlift TEMPLB STEPS, 
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SPP, by Jamas, kiiigs. sfiirit^, and ntliers." 
stf^vard of the gompa came up to us 
nf R intencli!d for the mcanfatious 

tha^olh^'e^H-r*!?^ the Delai Lama; whereupon he and 

performed all ifumnerof 

A^in there came a change. The solenm chanUne 

»me imcs held tip by the corner, veiUng their facei :in j 
Minetirart tether round them, as if tJiey were 

anti ntehed alraut in a confused way. as if lost, starring from 
in terror t^en ^cy met.sometime feeling^aK 
f-^'i{.'>»\stetched hands like bUnd men.lnd i 
whik- whist^g tn hmg^wn notes, whidi rose and fdl 
““ Pradudng an indescribably 

mummery to 

^'^ysstartliugly abrupt. One never kuewStm 
wmc^accfid anthem and stateiydance of holy figures would 
be suddenly interrttpted by the clashing diaewd of SSk 
and tnilj)»t. j„d u,s whiriins Wranit oj SSe?^^ 
For a tune the Spirits of Evil mied supreme in the 
Tlie t^oi^y-masked figures flocked in. tro?p after trw^ 
ojifin-hcaded and serpent-headed devils; thi^^ 
monsters wi^ projecting fangs, their h^ds 
mtb tiaras of human skulls; iamas painted and imS 
to represent ^l^^^tons; dragon-faced fiends, naked satS 
or tiger-skms about *eir loins ; and manv others W- 
times they appeared to be taunting and terrifviiJ^ 
Viho fled hither and ^jther among thSr torment 

and 'vathng miseraUly. Then the dem^is vS! 
repelled ogam by lujfy men. 




m% PEm DANCE. 
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At ont tieriod of the ceremnny a holy niiui with an arch- 
teuiop s mitre on his head advanasl. to the beautjfu] 
chanting of men and boys, tlte basses, trebles, and tenore 
ti^ng succiJ^ve parts in solo and ch.inis. This holy man 
Messed a goblet of tvatcr by laving his bands on it and 
intoning some prayer or charm. Then he sprinjcliid the 
irater ui duectioiiiS, and the defeated demons staved 
their shrieking, dancing, and infernal music, and gradually 





CTPpt out of the arena, and no sound n-as heard 
but the sweet singing of the holv choir. ‘ 

But the power of the exorcism was evatnescDnl W ih^ 
nutted s|»« return^ in hoaling shoals, and then 
and spims appeared fo be .intending with riv^rmS 
Mrange^si^s were mode and rites performed on either 
all no doubt symbolical, but the meaning of * ° ' 

theo^v^, ™iy Iby “ „ 
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On the following morning, Jnni? 17, Bower and Thorold. 
with their follow ng. left Hiitiis to crosis the Chaiig Ln.— 
which was \isiblc from here as a gentle dip in the distant 
white moniitaiii'^aiige—to plunge, a few marches beyond, 
into the unknown w'orldH I was the last Etifopeao they 
were to set imiU. they had crossed rayrsterious Tibet andbad 
fallen in, with the Kristian miF^ionsiries in China proper. 

1 returned to Leh with the Kalb Wazit and hh suite. 
He suggested that we should cross the Indus by a wood-en 
bridge below Hlmis, and travel back by the right bank of 
the river. By taldng tins route we should pass the largo 
and Lntcrcsiing Gompa of Tikmy. We rode along the white 
sands of the Indus bed^ and encamped not fax from the 
monaster^' in a ddighfful bagh of birdies and great rose- 
busiihes covered with blossoms, where many wild fiow'ersj 
too, were in bloom amid the long grass. This garden was 
surrciunded by a sandy desert. In the evening, as is the 
rule here^ a strong wind came up the Indus Valley* and a 
mist of gnmite dust obscured the sky and land. 

On the follo^ving morning we halted at Tikzay on our way 
to Leh K an d paid our salaam to the skooshok- Die Moaastery 
of^Tjkzay is built on the summit of an Isolated pe^, and is 
a most picturesque place, w'lth the usual inleaning walls 
and overhanging, open galleries that characterise the 
Tibetan architecture. 


CHAPTER XIII 

KUMOTjaS—COimtSCK march Tlf hooch BM^XlSrASt to gilgii 

—^UK-CUA FK.AHCA—tHtJrlLEfi OT TUB. tKpeS-GOMA 1fA?4i;l 

Os retUTTUJig to Leh I took up my residence again in the 
Joint-Commissioner's house. About this time the bamar 
was full of rumours of frontier troubles. It was reported 
that a Russian force had invaded Afghanistan, and that 
* Colonel Durand, our Agent at Gilgit* was fighting tlie 
Kanjutis who had raidrf into Ka^mir territory* This 
and other bazaar tales chilled the courage of my servant 
Babu Khan. He took it upon bimseLf to recommend me 
not to mardi to Gilgit; il was n dangerous road, he said* 
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to travel, with plenty of bad men on it. who might *i]av his 
toaster; as for himself h( was an old man, and his life was 
o f no value, lijlicn tl) e potjr old gent Jemaa found that I had 
no mtention of changuig my plans, he promptly fell ill. or 
pretfmdt^ to do There no doctor in Leh save ^ 
kind of Buddfitst phj^icmnp nr in^gictari, who w^uld have 
treated the with incantations and charms, so that 1 had 
to ph>^ic him , Des-pite mv care he %votiM not get 

weU. sin(i I forced to leave him behind at I eh 
pie distance Imm Leh to digit fay the road I decided 

to fol low IS rmi^y 370 miles, or thirty-tw» marches 

This road a a rough one at its best, and a very up-and~ 
^w^r one varying from 4400 to nearly 17.000 feet above 
the sea. As ^e track m many places is not practicable 
CTcn for unladen animals, I decided to walk al] the wav. 
It w^SR an interesting journey, in the course of w hich 1 came 
across some magnificent scenery, and tras'ciscd from end 
to end tho province ot Baltistaii. 

jks I lyas leading fiabu Khan behind, my Kashmiri 

l^obhana, to his great pride 
delight, became my factotum, and for the first time in 
his life was elevated to the rank of fchansamaJi 
My road lay dowrn the Indus Valley for six marches 
the first four of wbich—Leh from Khalsi—f had aireadv 
traversed on my i\ay from Kashmir. I set out on the 
mommg of June ^7 with my little train of coolies, having 
first bid f^eivell to w^ng Babu Khan and to aU luv 
fnends, wdio came outside the town to sec me off. leadine 

sheep and goats and carrying baskets of vegetables fo 7 
me, as porting gifts, fe«.Moi=s lor 

I^nng these midsu^mmer days I found it much hotter 
iirork trampi^Gver the s^ds and giavd of the Indus bed 
than It had been on our journey up ; but the oases 
ovnher and more re reshing than ever when we rcachS 
them after ihe long desert marches. The roses were now 
m full blossom, as. too. were many wild Rowers f-irmS 
to a European ej'^vetches. lavender, tbvme, bluebells ‘ 
ms com-flnwem, delicate columbines, pink'or pure wSe 
while wnvoh-uJtis treadled trees and bnaiies with IcavS 
of «vtd peen and huge petals of vurious hue. At eve^ 
halting-place the children were sent out to ms with bundle 
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of roses as prescii ts. Th e apricots, t uo, Jiad now lorincd ^ and 
were almost of full size in the lower grounds. I watched 
these \iith interest, for I looked forward to a great felting 
oil fmii later un during ever^' hot day's march. 

Al midday on June jo we reached Xhalsi, and therc^ 
leaving the Srinagar mad, plunged into what was to me a 
new country, loUowing the rough cross-country track by 





which the Balti traders bring down their loads of dried 
apricots* Tins day we descended the t ndu.s Vsdley for w>me 
t™ miles below KliaLst, and halted for the night at Doonikha. 

Now that I had left Oic Srinagar road I found no rest- 
houses at tlie stages, and so here my tent w’as pitched among 
tlic roses and wild floW'ers under the apricot-trees, close in 
a little cascade of ice-cold water. On July i. pa.ssing 
picturesque Skirbidian, witli its gompa-crowiied rock, wc 
arrived at the [HJint w'here the Indus gorges commonce 
to become djfficiiit. In order to avoid the tetri he predpiccs 
the track is carried high over stony moimuiri-spurs. 
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Qn July 2 we descended the Indus gorge lErotigb gJopiny 
but niiigniikiint scenejr>\ The stopernkius clifls towered 
above u& on one side td the narre^w truck, and IcU beneath 
us to the ra^ng torrent on the other side. There was no 
vegetation, not even a blade of grass to be for a long 
distance ; but at one point of the rood we f&me acro^ 
a ^g]e rose-bush, with one suliut^' red blossom on it, 



ooitt^ES or Tfrt rwiaos. 


springing from tlie debris nf a shattered mountain—? 
sttange sight amid the surrounding di-wlalion 

T^cn w readied the sp^t beyond which the Indus 
Vailey becomes practicaliy uniKissable • and it certainlv 
looks it. narrowing to one of the most awful gorges inf 
aginablL-. It Ls here that the road leaves the Indus for ten 
mar^i^ crying tlie high moimtam-mngc to the north 
by die Giorbat Pass, to descend to the hante of the Shavok 
River, a tnlnitary of die Indus rising under the Karakfiram 
Pass. 

On Juiy 3 we proceeded up the nn-ine to a camping-piace 
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sit the foot of the Chnrbat La. The etoVwrs of old fires 
under the rocks showed us that this was itiuch used as a 
halting'ground bv the Baltis, of which fact the fle^ we 
picked up here affoidcd yet another proof. It was a dreary 
spot, exposed to all the winds of heaven: there were 
snowy dosvns all round us, and patchijs of snow were lying 
about our camp. It froze hard at night, and there was a 
strong and biting wind ; but we had brought plenty of 
wood up with us, and the coolies had a roaring fire to 
sleep by. 


CHAPTER XIV 

TUB CKOBB^T THE KAK**OltA»l ,f' 

BALTlSTASf —BaLTIS— A MOMUIMAX COU STBV—A SBTOSHtl AH 

—KArALU—ITS BAJAHS—A JPWIWEV Ql« A SKIK (lAK—PltAGAR 

WhbN I turned out of my tent at da%i.'n on July 4 I found 
that it was frceainB hard and snowing i but there was no 
wind. 

For the first part of the way dp the Chorb^t we 
marched over undulating downs of snow coated with im, 
and consequcntlv fairly easy to walk upon; for the 
last 2000 feet or* so to the summit of the pass it wm very 
fatiguing travcUingi as here we had to ascend a slope ol 
fortv-five degrees deeply a>\'ered in soft snow. 

At this elevation one began to realise that the air was 
oonsiderablv thinner, the atmospheric pressure as a 
of fact at 17,000 feet being little more than h^f what it 
is at the sea levd, and I fbund that frequent halts w’«c 
necessary while toiling up this incline; the laden <s 
did not reach the summit till ihrec hours after myseJi. I 
had my midday halt and tiflfin at the extreme top of the 
pass, which is *6.700 feet above the sea. 

Tlie eol is formed by a sharp ndge of rock, from eithw 
side of which fall the steep snow-^opes. It had now ceasrt 
siouing, and the skv was dear, so that from here I could 
distinguish the details of the immense landswpc that 
spread before me— leagues on leagues of ^ow-fields, 
of stones and reeky pinnacles, range behind range of great 
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mouut^uns with gladeR glitterin,? in the hf)]iow% of them, 
the 'vhitc snow l^ng wherever the cmgs were not too steep 

deviate scene, such as otic imagines may 
exist On the Antarctic contment^ 

lawking to the north across the Shayok Valley T per* 
“t^ moaulains rising above the Je^r 

i^ges. These nmst have been peaks of the main Kara- 
ko^ range, some fifty miles away, fomijig the frontier 
mi! BaJtist^ and Chinese Turkestan. I consulted 

summits 

exceeding 25,am feet m the direction I was trioldng and 

mountain in tlie^world 

hurvey, it is not visible froin here. and. indeed is so 
hnmjd arnoug huge peaks that it is not at ,-iI] carv to 

aaSdat it *"7 T«int. and ihosc who have 

g^^tX at It arc vcr>* f^w Jii nnititcr, 

A gl^ice at a gcw>d niap cnabJi^a one to fe:i|fde what an 

Mtmui^narv' region this is. Glaciers and snowfidds arc 

ddincated as covering thousands nf ^uarT m S ,he 

Sons fih'"® <>^tside Selrctic 

re^ns^ fJJing %wlleys forty miles in length, 

riSf 

by their faithful peopk, 

hemmed in oii aU sidesVi *? 

world, and in thevv-inter mouthL w&L™^^ T 

It is almost completely isolated ' h has aie closed, 

outlet to the lowianiL. the ^ev of 1 

route afforded by this is far itinM^H* ** Indus; but the 

o( U.. fciniCT to CM tiu. Ihrooi „| 
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twing polyEamoiJ!Th?BtltirV« ju^^Sow 

poverty aS 

' *^°mni^dcr-ji]XhJef of the 
^anarajah s forces, recently travelled throneh Rai^Etnn 
On eotenne tlie country hi vi-as met by^ f^f^d’iXi 

j^i * ^ women are more comelv than^thcrtw in 

B^.1 ^ r^tiS jtSS 

duef chnnmtenstm of the long-buffering Balt?^ He*^= 
always ready to JauEh. He is°th^ '™.,' ™ ^ 
person in the world.®At tL end^of a 
along (he hot Indus sands, when the wearkd 
indmcd lo grumble or sulk, any wrt oMWhtfiolf 

teinperrou»i!]f. and vour Ijalti foUn^ wil?hl !** t ®t0^f 

.ba"SaV.lSSc?x&’:i,^r O' 

at™ d.a ,i,d. Ch„ba. f^’T^aTii,? 
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wc (oOow^d it down dcdivitifs of til! we readied 

our catnping-place, an exposed spot in a broad eien, where 
some gmss and alpLne flowers grew by the bank of the 
stream. 

It was snowing and cold when camp w^as broken up on 
July 5 ; but after abmptly descending for a few hours to 
louder altitudes p we escaped from a winter morning into a 
hot summer day. It w-as Jale afternoon when^ betw^een 
the crags that rose on either side of us, we opened out the 
broad sandy \Tilley of the Shayok^ backed by great pre- 
dpices. At the month of the ra\ine we came upon htitoim 
habitations agaiu for the first time for three daysp and 
entered the village of Chorbat, which w-as to be our halting- 
place lor the night. 

The kotiml came out to welcome me> and brouf^l me 
to a camping-ground among the apricot-ttees. The 
tillage nestles snugly between the steep mountain-side 
and the sandy river-bed. I had not been at so low an 
elevation as this for some time: so that the crops were far 
more admuced than any I had yet seen. The barley was 
already turning yellow / and the imilbcrries were ripe, 1 
had tasted no Ir^h fruit for months, and of late no fresh 
vegetables: but now 1 had come to a land of fmit, and 
during my priDgress through Baltistan was presented with 
apricots and mulberries in profusion at every haJting-place. 
Large groves of apricots suTTound every^ bamlet in this 
province^ and the dried fruit is the principal exportn the 
kahani of Baltistan being famous id all tbe neighbouring 
regions. 

This was my first BaJti village, and that I had crossed 
the moimlains into a country very iliffereiJt from Ladak 
was at once apparent. All tbe men and children gathered 
together to stare politely at the sahib. The men squatted 
mundi my tent in a ring, passing the ftqokahs solemnly 
from one to another; while the numerous half-nakeS 
children pla\^ in and out of the circle, Laughingp romping, 
and shrieking after the manner of those of their years 
the w^rJd over ; but of women not one ’ivas to be seen. I 
was evidently in a Mussulman land again. 

The Shayok here appears to be of abnul the same volume 
as the Indus where 1 had left it in Ladakp but is not so 
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furious a torruut, flowing smixtUiIv fur mnnv leagues at 
a time beiw'ccn its broad ^vhitc knds. Tli'e scttiery is 
fint'f than in the Ladak valleys, the mnuntains boteg of 
more varied outline, while the oases arc more frequent and 
more extensive. 

It was here much hotter than in Ladak, and each day's 
journey brought us down to a sultrier land, until on the 
^nuy plains of Skardu ifjc tumperatune was a$ high as 
it 15 iti liidia ; but thcr€ was alwtiys'ico^ultl water to dnuk 
and fruit to feast on, so I had not much to complain of. 

It was late in the aftenioon of July 6 when, on arrisung 
at tfic edge of a high ridge, I lookra down upon a most 
farming landscape. Far beneath was the vaflcy of the 
Shayok, with its river winding among the sands and 
enclosed by snowy ranges. And there at inv feet lay an 
qass far larger than any I had yet seen. It was an un¬ 
broken garden of rich s-egetation which bordered the river 
for »vcral miles, and which was also of considerable 
brMd&, stretching from the river sands across the maidan 
and climbing lor some way up the lower slopes of the 
mountains—a succession of orchards of apricot, cheirv 
walnut, and other fruit-trees; fields of veUow com, dcm’ 
and^^lucenifi. most grateful to cytss that" Had been earing 
^1 day on sand and stones glaring in fierce sunshine. This 
fair s^t was Kapalu, the richest district in I 3 alti$t«ui, and 
regarded as a very Garden of Eden hv the Baltt people 

My tent was pitched, as usual, in'an orchard, and soon 
Wme hundreds of villagers assembled, and sat in a respect¬ 
ful senudrdc in front of me. A few of these vnere of the 
upper class, men of quite fair complexion, and of a verv 
different tjpe from the others ; they had little of the 
Mongolian in their features, but were something like the 
modem Creeks, hadng the same w»oni refined faces while 
^e skull-cap, black moustache, and long, black hair m.vdft 
this resemblance still more noticeable. 

Subhana came to me and announced that the two 
small Rajahs of Kapafu were about to call on me ■ and 
I peredved, through the fruit-trees, a number of men 
m white robes approaching. Then all the viUageis who 
mrc squattmg round ray tent rose to their feet and respect¬ 
fully made way for tlicir chiefs. 1 had been told that dig 
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Rajahs were sunall, bul not prepared to see quite such 
juvemles as my twfo visitors. These ^v'cre the two orphari 
sons of the late Rajah of Kapalu, the hereditan' rulers of 
this fertile district, who, like the numeraiis other rajahs 
I caitie ao^ss in Baitistan, are treated with as much respect 
by their people as In the days ’^viicn their power was ahsolute^ 

One of these boys w'as a fine httle fellow of ten, dad in 
a snow-whitG robt, and v^th. a huge white turban almost 
as big as himself on his head. His brother a baby in 
arms, similariy attirerl^ and looking an absurd little creature 
in his topheavy turban : he was brought to me, cro\ving 
and laughing, iti arms of a man belonging to the Rajalt's 
irtinue, for his female nurse could not, of course, appear 
in mv prf?sen.ce. The baby then induced to hand to 
me a dab ci£ ripe cherrieSi to the intense delight and pride 
of his nurse and all the onlookers; hb own mother could 
not have displayed greater pleasure than did all these 
poor people when I expressed my admiration of their infant 
Rajah's inteliigence. 

Having tramped the eleven rough marches from t-ch 
on June 21 ,1 had a pleasantly laKV journey for a change 
by another mode of locotnotion. \Vc traversed the orchards 
tfiat surround the village and descended to tlie river. The 
passage of the Shaj'ok b ejected ou rafts ol InJlated skins* 
such as have been in use from time immemorial in the Enst. 
We found a^vaiting us a raft of forty goat-skins supporting 
a framework of light sticks. To carry my hiiggage, mj-si?!!, 
my servant, the thirteen coolies, and the two officials who 
w^erc to do me the honour of escorting me for a few marches, 
necessitated two voyages of tlie raft and considerable delay. 
The four men who composed the crew propelled the raft 
acTijss the broad and rushing ri ver with long poles. 

Tlie Shayok here divided itself into numerous channels, 
doiviiig between shoals and sandy islets, and is not much 
encumbered with rocks. It w-as a little rough when we 
reachfd mid-stream, but not dangerously so, and I could 
see no signs of HifR ruIfics lower down ; I therefore suggested 
to the boatmen that they should take me to the next stage 
on the raft. At first they demurred to doing this, saying 
tliat there were rapids ahead, and raising other objections ; 
but by promising them the enormous sum of two rupees 
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I ovpr-^persnacleil lliera. and they agreed to earn' me as 
tar as Bragar. a stage and a ha]/ below KapaJ'ii. Tlie 
coolies were accordingly sent off by road with the baggaife, 
to meet at Brogar, while [ rrmtuntd on board with mv 
sen-ant and the UHin kilta, to JJoat down stream. The 
Uptain of the vessel explained to me that, being the 
Oovemincnt fcrr>-man at KapaJu, and bound to carry’ acitiss 
any mails that might arrive—a rare event—it wmiiltl be 
unlawful for him to abandon his post; but that he would pet 
out of th^difTioilty by-dividing hk vessd into two portions. 
** L*1 would retain here to serve as mail-boat, 

whiJe he would d^patcli me witli hii^ cn-w on the other 
pjition. It did not occupy a minute to break the raft 
into two bits; it might have been disjointerl into four or 
forty iragmCTts with equal case, as it was constructed in 
Uns convement fashion, and each part would have lived 
uimn the water smd served as an independent boat, 

\\c kept Well in the middle of the river, as a rule, where 
the stream wm strongest; and as the men had but little 
control over their vessel with thdr bladeless poles, she was 
constantly revolving, which enabled me to admire ail the 
Kcneo* rtund without turning my head. The goatskins 
leak^ a go^ ^al a.s was toatified to by tlie constant 
DEibfaiing and whistJjisg sounds bt^npath us ; but the CTtw^ 
stuck manfiiUy to the pumps, or rather to what is the duty 
equivalent to pumping on a mmiutk raft, and preserved 
U5 from foundenng. The logs of the inflated goatskins 
pass upward betwtvn ihe framework of the raft, and serve 
p p[p«. by \i'hich the air U replenished. Chir mrm at 
mt^*als blew; vigorously down these U-es, deftly titd the 
unftccs up again, and thus comitcractf d the gradual cotlans- 
ing of the floats, ^ 

This was a great change after the .lustv mad Being 
earned flown at a rapid rate agaim-t the Wre it struck 
our faces with the force of a fresh gale. \\T,en in the rapids 
we were whirls across waves of a considerable height 
with their tops broken by tliv wind, so that w^ wvre tosW 
ab<>ut in most e-xhUarating fashion, and were often tartlv 
under water shippmg seas and being drenched bv showed 
of sprev. till I w^ reminiled of the seas and tidal river^ 
mouths, the glories of which these poor inland people knew 
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not df Subhaiia. for his part, hail no ambition to know 
more of navigable i^viters: he held on tightly to the frail 
iTamett-ork of the raft, tumed ever paler as t\'c daihed on 
aim at last e^Tcrienced the qualms ol scn-siclciKss at an 
elevation of feet above the sea. 

On eLthCT side we saw the sands and rocks quivwinjE in 
mirage, while columns ol sand swept along the hot coMt: 
out It was pleasantly iresh on our leaping bark. The 
scene^’ was ever rapidly changing as wc fltw by. Now a 
i^giiificent ro^ cape would jut out from tlie mountains 

of green orchards would shut in a bay of still, blue ivatef 
fo^ng a charming foreground to the bare hil|sj<les and 
moMpr pe^ that re» ^nd. Here and there I perceived 

‘ j p on apparently inatcessiible iinlges^—an everv' spot 

siSiutrlo wild? St 

We b^ed our vessel for tiflin in a sandy hay on the Jt-ft 
bank, clow to an orchard of apricots, and Iralted while 
our crew thwonghly blew out again the Uiaky craft. Tfien 
we launch^ her once more, and swept rapidly by Karku 
the regulati^ stage, and entered more boistcTOUS wafer 
than vi^ had yet seen, where rods rose here and there 
atove the foam and had to be carefullv avoided. Then 
the vUJage of I>owani flawed hy us; and at last, just 
^orc a point where tlie river cuteis a narrow gorge ^d 
fops d^gcrous rapids, into which, had we lentur^ 
shipwreck would ha™ been our probable fate, our boatm"' 
^couragmg each other ualh shouts, plied their poles, Zd* 
thu r^t out of the current, beached hc^r on Sfe 
sandsof the right b^k m front of oordestinatiou, Braaar 

I I^d oft and discharged the mariners-wbo, hS'g 
broken their vessel up and divided it between ^ 

ce<^cd to carry the ft^ents back ol S 
to Kapidu—and we tramped over the sands and iHbbles 
to the httlc village which-^arriviiig in the une^ct^ 
f^ion we did-i™ took entirely by surprise. ThrS S 
stared at us inth astonishment as wc approached ^d *h^ 
women scampered away to hide themsdi^eT^ ' ^ 
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CHAPTER XV 

SKAJtDtF—KATSUmAll^lTIE PAStfOK Li—JiAXCA Pi^liAT—OK TUH 
OUrOlT MAD—THE UAUPS— A^IQK FOSfT 

The journey from Bnig^ir to Skardu occupied us tliree daj's* 
Each march brought to a lower lUiitudcr and to a wirmpr 
cUmatL*. We had left the barky in Ladakp but nnw 
foutid the grain all guthrred in^ while the wild vegetation 
of the irrigated land was that of a later se^n, numbers 
of field'Horchids and other summer ficoTcfs being in blossom 
here. Instead of the early spring plants we had seen m the 
highlands. 

Near the village of Gol we joined the (kk road from 
Srinagar to Skardu^ and saw" once more that sign f?f 
ci^Tlisatloiip ttiu tekgmph-wirc, stretching by tlie side 
of us. 

On July II wc came to the ptjin of Skardu. Here the 
mountains on either side of the mdus retreat, and leave a 
&andy basin five miles or more in breadtiii the bed of an 
andent lake, across which the river winds. This plain is 
7230 feet above the sea. Skardu itself stands on an 
alluvial plateau 150 foot above tlie sandy and is 

approached by long avenues of poplars^ This plateau is 
well irrigated^ and is extenslvdy cultivated. Skardu, 
though the old capital of all Baltistan. b not an imposing 
town^ consisting of scaltcred groups of low mud~hous«* 
and possessing a ^*cry mean little bazaar. The chief 
feature is the old iDfircf:^, w^hich picturesquely dominates 
it from a roefcv eminence. 

Tlie Indus Valley affords the most direct route betw™ 
Skatdu and Gilgit; but the road is perhaps tlie worst in all 
Kashmir, and it is often spoken of as being only practicable 
for experienced entgsmen: the djfhcuJties, howcv'cr* have 
been somewhat exaggerated, as I discovered afterwards, 
when returning to Kashmir by tins mute. 

On leaving Sfcardu on July 12, I kdlowed an easier road, 
which, after nsconding the Indus \'alley for twenty-four 
miles to the vttlage of Kafsiiinkli. crosses the mountains by 
the Bwnok La, a highK snowy pass^ and descends on tlie 
Gilgit mad near the fortress" of Astor. In consequence 
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of biid i^eath&rp which dejayc^d us at the foot of the pass^ 
the journey to Astor occupi^ nine dajTS. 

On July ufter traversing some miles of boidders and 
patches of haM snow, descende<i into a diflorent diniatc 
and into a more pleasing country than any I had seen for 
sonie time. Pine'WJods and flowery pastures covered the 
luUsideSr Little streams rushed dTOm shady dells. There 
was no lack o( water here; in places reedy sw-amps filled 
the valky-bottom. and it \v^ indeed refreshing to see a 
nice clamp morass again, after the ar\d oowntries 1 had left. 

'rhis day I enjoyed an experience not easily to be forgot ten: 
for at last, at a turn in this Mr valley. 1 saw before me* 
rising above the lower ranges into the cloudless blue sky* 
a huge ^vhite mass, such a mountain as 1 had never behdd 
before: not a solitan" sharp pinnacle thiSp but shaped like 
a hog^s back: a hmg/roliing height sloping steeplv at either 
end : a prone Titan. The snovy domes were piled one on 
the other, and flushing glaciers leagues in length streaked 
the furrowed sides. This I knew could be no other than the 
mighty Dis'^Lmir^ or hJanga Parbat [naked mountain), 
26ph29 feet m height, which U'as about tweiity miles distant 
from where I stood. The range of which it is the culminat¬ 
ing point forms the frontier of the Maharajah^s territories, 
and also, it mav be said, of the known world; for beyond 
is the unexplored country of die Chilas tribesmen, into 
which no stranger may venture. The appeapmee of the 
mountain w'as indeed wonderful, not to be desortbed. 

f do not know who is responsible for the present accepted 
sigiufication of the terms Dard and Dardistaii. There 
an? no people who call tlicnistlves Dards, and there is no 
region fcnowm as Dardistan to its inhabitants. Dardistan 
appears to be simply a convenient, but somewhat misleading, 
name employed by our geographers to express a large tract 
inhabited by diflerent Ar^an races of somewhat similar 
type, li includes the districts of Asior and GiJgit in the 
Maharajah's dominions, the litGe kingdoms of HunsEa and 
Nilgai, YasiPp the mdependent republics of tlic Indus Valley, 
and other countries south of the Hindoo Koosh. On the 
west it is bounded by Kafitistan, to the south by the Pushtoo 
speaking races, to the east by Kashmir. 

The Dards are of Aryan race* a sturdy people, thickly* 



XAXt^fk PAKBAt. 



















THE GILCIT ROAD 


87 

built, of irallitir dark cotnpkxion, and generally of rougbJy- 
hi!WTi and homdy features. Drew speaks of them as a 
people; wiio are bold, and who, though not caring much 
for human lifep arc not blcKHlthirsty; a people who will 
meet one on even terms, without sycophiuity or fear on 
the onehand^ or impertinent self-assertion on the otlier.^^ 
in happier dreumstances than are the unfortunate 
livretchcs who live near Astor, the Dards arc a cheery 
people, fond of dance and music. They are braver than 
their neighbours, and the Hunr^a-^agars especially have 
cstahlbhed a high repuUtirpn for y^Uonr* ITie dress of 
all the Dard men is much the same—woollen pyjamas, 
woolliui thoga, or gown, tied in at the wiii&t, and a doth 
cap Like a long b^ig, which is rolied up outwards from the 
bottom tin it fits tlie head tightly^ 

At last I came to where the liiiUah debouched upon the 
broad vaJky of Astor—not a pleasant green vale like the 
one [ had been descending^ but arid and dismal-looking. 
The Astor, a torrent of some volume, thundered several 
hundxfxls of feet beneath me. Beyond it a hot, bare, 
dusty slope, with dunsps of bluish W'oriuwtMxl scattered 
over it* and I saw extending up and down the valley along 
this slupc what, from where 1 stood, appeared to be a mere 
irregular scratch on the dry earth—and 1 knew that 1 
Locking at the dreary road of slavery^ the hated tr^k to 
GiJpt, of which I had heard so rnuth ; and even as I looked 
I percdvfxJ a long string of ragged men, bending under 
sacks of grain, toiling sLowiy dfAvn the valley, through the 
douil of dust tlmy raised, to the north. 

A mile or so up the valley, on the farther bank of the 
torrent, stood tlie foriress of Astor; wdtli its tow’ered wulls 
crowning an eminence^ steep diffe falling away from it on 
thcM sides. 1 crossed the river by a vrowlen bridge, 
ascended the cliff by a rough path* passed through the outer 
wullsp and found mysdf among bkiiracks and narrow streets 
of mud huts. These w'cre crowded with Kashmir sepoys, 
brgari coolies* trains of mules* and dingj^ camp^f oUowenL 
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nullahs of the neighbourhood. While they were drilling 
the garrison into shape and superintending the grain 
transport at Gilgit, Captain Twigg vras doing the same work 
at Astor; and Colonel Neville Chiimberlain was contending 
with the most anxious task of aU, that of hurrying aU 
necessaries across the Boriil Pass before it should be closed 
for the winter. 

There were but thirty men of onr own Indran Army 
at Gilgit when T was tliere, fine Pathans of the 20th Punjab 
Infantry, who formed the bodyguard of the British Agent 
in this remote Comer of the world. 

Surgeon Roberts, the Agency doctor, whose share of 
the hard work was not to come till later 00 , had time to 
ride about the country with me and show me the sights. 
On tlie evening of my arrival we went to the mouth of the 
Kargha nullah, up whirii there is a track leading into 
Yaghistan, to see a carding of Buddha on the face of a 
rock, a sign that this country, as well as Baltistan, had 
once been iluddliist. 

At this time various disquieting rumours came to LfitgiL 
It was reported that a body of Cossacks w^as on the Pamirs 
at a point only ten marches distant, and wonld probably 
enter the Kunza Valley, where the rulers, while hostile 
to 11 s, were favourably disposed to the Russians. Then 
we heard that Captain Youn^msbaiid had promptl}' ielt 
Kashgar for the Pamirs, to discover what was going on. 

Four Hnnm notables, accompanied by some eigh t or nine 
followers, entered Gilgit while f was there, bringing wme 
imesssige fTorn theii* kin^. Tliesc spccimt^nS' ol jrobtMzr 
tribe were strongly^buitt men, with Itold eyes and rather 
iorial expressions. They all wore the Dard caps and doth 
chogas, or robes, some of the chogas being thickly studded 
with little white feathers to add to their warmth, Tlicir 
long black hair hung in knotted ringlets on cither check. 
Thev were most diplomatic in their talk, and prated ol the 
bld^gs of peace, which, wi th these people, is generally a 

sign of warlilu intention. 

1 now decided to tmvd the twTnty-t wO stages to Snnagar, 
replenish my tit, and await events there- The traffic on 
the road was becoming denser every day, as the long_ trains 
of men and beasts of burden were bringing up the anxiously- 
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qu^tion by figlUing it out on the maidan of Sliiiemerg with 
and crowbars. » mauy hundred men on S Sc 

been a most bloody and Homeric 
conuict, had not the engineer stepped in and prevented it. 
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other v^'OJ-Jd : aiul there w-us nothing to show tliat it w-as an 
inhabited plain beneath me save the scattered, liidccring 
points of red light ifom die fires of tmvcllei^' cajnpts or 
peasant farms. 

September 8 was my last day^s march for the present, 
After descending the incmntain into the hot pliun I walked 
along a broad high-road through the ridJy-ciiltivated land, 
by farmhouses w'ith gabled, thatched roofs like Xorman 
cottages, ever)thing IcM^king strangely dvihsed after the 
tiorthom country'p its rough trackSp scanty vegetation, 
anil wTctched hovels, Tlie 5cener>\ too, w:as no longer 
alpine and contracted p but ol gentle outlines and farhorix^^ns. 
On One side of me the WcMlar Lake spread out like a great 
sea^ while oti the other side vrerc low, wooded hilb, w'hich 
often projected in long promontories—ptirple in the distance 
—fitr out Into the smooth, blue wtiten 

Near the large village of Bandipuf we selected one of 
the numeiikus passenger-donngahs tliat w'erc brought up 
alongside the bank, got the baggage on board, laid up 
pm\isiorts fL7r the journey-—not omitting the delicious 
w’ater-melorLs, which are abumkint in KiLshmir at this 
s<^son and are resjwnaibk for a good deal of sickness—and 
then w^e were poled, padifled, and towed to Srinagarp a 
voj'age which occupied t^\ientydour hours. 

I found the Chenar Bagh crowded ''^Ih tents ; for 
Srinagar was now*^ fuU, the European society having re- 
tiimed from the summer station of Gulmerg. 1 did not 
remain in the bachelors' campiog-placep but took up my 
residence in Spedding’s capacious honse-boai in the Munshl 
K-igh^ where I found Mr Beech and 5 lr Leonard, who had 
rcttimod from their travels in Central Asia^ the latter not 
having been murdered by Kanjuti robbers* as had been 
reported. 

Here I awTaited the news that would determine my 
movements. X-arious rumours were about : the Russians 
were on the Pamirs : Cossacks had arrested British oncers 
on neutral lemtory: the Hun^ were preparing to attack 
Gilgit, and an expedition against them was probable. But 
So far there was nothing certajji known. At Srinagar people 
Vi^cte making prepamtions to receive the Viceroy, who was to 
visit Kashmir in a few weeks* 
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All this whilr tlic grain was bting hurried over the passes 
to digit, and the resciutccs of the officials were being talced 
to the utmost tn get it nzioss before the first licaey sriowlall. 
Colonel Ne^iltc Chamberlnin was uticensingly at work. 
Had it not betm for his cneig>' and supers'ision, there would 
have been famine among the frontier garrisous that winter. 

At last paragraphs in the Intlian papers aimotinc^ 
thiit Severn] officers were repairing to Gilgit, and that 
the gamsuti there was to be reinforced by 200 men of the 
5th Gurkha regiment from Abbofcibod, and tvw> guns of 
^e No. 4 Hazara Mountain tiattery. Seeing Itow difficult 
it was to Send up a sufficient supply of grain fur the existing 
garrison, it was obvious that sudi a force tvould not be 
despatched to Gilgit at so late a season unless a winter 
campaign tvere^oiiticipated. I therefore decided to postpone 
my rctam to Enghind and to re-crosa the passes, though to 
do so would possibly involve my being loek^ in by the snow 
until the following spring. 

Having obtained the necessary permissiDri, I sot out 
on -September 22 to retrace my steps along the twenty-two 
marches of the Gilgit rood. After a lost dinner ^vith 
Leunard on the house-boat, 1 set out lor Bandipiir at mid¬ 
night in my drxm^^ \V« glided gently through the 
water-streets ol the dty by peaces, tempfes, and houses 
looming mdistinctly in the darkness, a few lights glimmering 
here and there from lattices above or from llie watchmen's 
lanterns in the narrow streets. At one comer we passed 
a garden hung with coloured Jamps, in which people were 
holding revelry to tins music of tomtoms and mandolines ■ 
but d^-where there was no sound to be heard, save the 
spLisliing of our boatmen's paddles—u strangely still and 
I^a^ablc departure this, tlirougli the deeping capitjil, for 
the bloodshed and faattlc-dtn of the northern frontier. 

On the bleak top ol Rajdiangan I began to rcahsic that 
summer was done. We passed through freexing mists and 
encountered a slight snowstorm, acconi|tank-d by a 'most 
btttng wind. On reaching the forests on the farther side 
of the pas I saw that the foliage, which I had left green a 
few days back, vvas now red and yelhiw, and that the leaves 
were falling fast. The weather remained fine during our 
iourney to Aalor j each day there was a blue sky overhead * 
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but each niRht it fniM, aiid taxh morning I to find 
the ground co\xred ’I'rith ho.ir frost. Tlirre were but ^ 
inches of snow on the Eorzil Pass, and we effected the 
passagL' without difficulty. 

1 reached the hagh of Idgarh, by Astor, oo October t, 
and there found Lieutenant 5 Iannei^ Smith and others 
of the Gilgit ivtaff hard at work, as, too, was Blaker. of 
Speclding‘s staff, who had nearly completed this section 
of the road. 

(.hi OctolKT 13. Colonel Thjrand, Captain Coilin Mackenziep 
of the Scaforth Highlauders, and Captain Aylmer, R.E.— 
two of the olScerH who had been sent to Cilgit m view' of 
the tfireatencd disturbanccs^-and Mr Lennard^ arrived at 
Idgarh. They had e?rpericiieed rough weatlier on the Borzilp 
had lost a horse, while one of their foUowcrii had been badly 
frostbitten. On the summit of the pass they had come 
across a poor wtiman searching distractedly for the frozen 
body of her child, herself on the point of death. They put 
lier on a hojrac and brought her dowti to the first rest-house, 
where they found Iier particularly brutal husband, a Kash¬ 
miri contractor* I bdieve, who had hurrieti off to the refuge 
leaving her to die, when the storm had overtaken his party* 
He cxprtssetl feme regret at the loss of his child ^ but when 
his conduct w'us being strongly commented upon by the 
Englishmenp he excused himself by sajicgi It was wrong 
of me to forget the diUd; but as for the zananap she is of 
little account, heUig but an old woman." 

We leamt that tlie Gurkhas were not expected at Bandi* 
pur until the i^th, and would be aceompanjed by 1200 
tramiport tnitles and ^00 drivers. Tlicy would have arrived 
at Aster before tliis had it not been for cholera, which had 
broken out during the march from Abbotnbad, killing 
sixteen men ; stj that a long halt had to be made before the 
force could cuter Koihinir. 

On October 2t wt* were agaui put iu touch with the 
outer world, and reassured as to the safety of some more 
of our irientfe; for on this day Speddiugp Beech p and Mit cheU 
arrived in camp from the south. The Borzil had already 
commenced to levy its annual tribute of lifep for they haS 
scicii several men and many horses lying dead in the snow* cm 
the pass, and the number of \i4:tim& TiTOS increasing daily^ 
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On October 34 we had mitors from the other direction. 
Captain Yoimgbusband and Lieutenant Davison arrived 
hxnn Gilgitj op their way to India. Tliey had cros&cd the 
Pamirs, 

At last we heard tidings ol the CKpccted force. It had 
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arrived at Bandipqr, and was coming up in tliree detadl- 
ments. 

WTiile waiting for orders at Tdgarh camp I employed 
most of my time in playing at golf, with Beech and others, 
on the pologniuiid. We taught the fine old Rajah of Astor 
this game, and it wje funny ta hear the flattering exclama* 
tious of his sohservient followers on every occasion that the 
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chief distingui^aliKl himself. The Rnjah wtLS very well 
disposed to ns, Hl5 txickbonc, as he put had been 
broken by the recent murder of his sort-iH’-Iaw by the King 
of Hoiiza, and seeing tlje signs of ^^like preparation 
around him, he was in hopes that we were about to wreak 
vengeance on the cruel tyrant o| tlie robber V'allcy. 


CHAPTER XVttl 

DESCniKnON OF irU5flA'K40Aft—DFFEJfrM Oj^rms VAfc.tty— KASJOT 
SAIDS ON CAFAVAW3—SLi^v;&-rHtALING—THE OF 

CDLOh^KL DVSAMD^S KXPrDrtlOK-OUF ULTIKATUM—tOftMaH 

ttA?£rUT VICTOMIHiS —^SFXDDIFO'B ^Ppi^a AND HINEX CPUPS 

Tnn allied States of Hun7A and Nagar, as will be seen on 
reference to the map, comprise the valley’s drairLlng into 
the upper portion of the Katijut, or Kimza River, which 
flows into the Gilgit River two miles below GiJgit Fort. 
Tills region is extremely difTicult of access, to which fact is 
due the impunity witfi which the tribesmen have hitherto 
been able to carry on their raids into die countries of their 
Rejghbtujrs. Tfit^c valleys are buried in a gigantic laouri* 
tain system coiitainifig some of the higliest peaks in the 
Himalayas, Mount Kakapcjshi, which towers above Chjilt+ 
being 25,560 feet above Uie si*a-lcveL while sex^eral other 
summi l s exceed 24,000 feet. I inmen se giaciers defend into 
the mvint^s, the Xagar River itself rising in the vastest of 
known glaciers, covering hnndrieds of ^uare 
Surroumled thus by granite precipices and huge wastes 
of ice and snow', affoialing only a ha^tdous ^sage during 
a few summer months into the urlabouring countrieSn 
Huum-Sagar has but one vultJtrablc point on the ^uthem 
side of the Hindoo Koosli, the rasdne of the Kanjut River ; 
while tht? junttion of that torrent with the Gilgit River is 
the one gateway of the country assailable for an invading 
force. Even this entraiice b pnictically dosed during the 
summer moiiths ; for then the river, swollen by the melting 
snowsp becomes an unfordable and raging torrent, over¬ 
flowing the whole bottom of the x-^alley at many points, 
SQ that the only way left by which oi^e can ascend the 
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that large district & Iiave l^etn abandoned by their in- 
habitantSj and Jand fomiiriy cultivated hsis lap^d into 
wldemc^Sp tinder the perpetual iticaace uf the Kan jut 
raid^i. The mo&i profitable hunting-ground oi the Kaujutis 
was i^^c great trade-route between Leh and Yarkand over 
the Karakorajii and man}* a rich caravan on its my 
frtmi India to Centred Asia la:i5 lieen ivaylaid and pillaged 
in the ndghbourhoiHi uf Shadulali. Tile thunis used to 
maintain dicir regular agents at Yarkiind, mIio gave thexn 
notice of an expected caravan. On otic mcmumble occasion 
a caravan of Mty Jaden camels and 500 lailen piinics -v^as 
captured. The Kashmiris .and the Chinese found thmi- 
seiATs powerless to put a stop to the.se nuds> and the 
Kanjtitis actjuired a griMt prestige, and were consaderetl 
as quite inraiciblc. The llunzas, indeed, had never yet 
knu™ defeat. 

But this wliuh^e brigandiigCp had as Lt was, was only 
a minor offeiice when put by the side of the syslematiiicS 
&Jave^ealing in which these scoiirgos of the £rr.uitier have 
been engaged from time immemorial. All pristnieis of 
any GOmmeircial \alue — men, \TOmen, and children— 
capturer! in these raicLs vviro driven across tlie mountains, 
to be $old, citlier directly to the slavc-o^ers in Cliinese 
Torkptan, or to Kirghiz dealers, who scr^'cd its midtUe- 
men in this trade, 

file rulers of tJiCb.e tm States were, as might he ex- 
iwted^ ignomiit and bloodthirsty scoundrels, lai titles to 
their treaty obligations, and incapiblc of respecting any¬ 
thing but force. Tliey w*ere absir£^lutc monarchs, and 
murdered or sold their subjects into captivity rtt tlieir 
own sivect vrilh llie ro\'al mniihes of Munzn and Nagar 
are descended from twxj brothers who lived in the fifteenth 
century^ hut tliey trace thdr aTiccstrj* further back, to a 
divine origin. The Thuni of Htinsa, whom we were nouv^ 
abf^ut to depose, boasted of being descended fnjm Alex¬ 
ander the Great—a common claim hereabouts—and a iinry 
of the Hindoo Koosh; certzkinly a very' respectable pedigree. 
It 15 said that it was a point of etiquette in his ?av*3ge Court, 
t»n certain occasions, for a Wajiir to ask in the thum's 
presence, " Who is the greatest king of the East ? ” and 
for atiothcr Hatterer to reply ** Surdy Uie Thum uf Hunza; 
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perhaps, it be the Khaji nt Cliiiia ; for without 
doubt are tlie two yreatest,'* This moDaitJi had h. very 
iiigh opinion of his oah impoiiance. When a$k(d by 
Captain Votiiighvaband iivhy he did not visit India, he 
relied haughtily, " It is not customary for great kings like 
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m>-self and my ancestor Alexander to leave thdr own 
dDimnions. I^ter on. however, he did undertake a 
journey to forei^ lands; for after his stronghold had hem 
stormed, he took to his heels and fled to China, with a 
som^'hat undignifled speerl for Sio great a prince 
The Huti^s and Nagars cordtollv hate each other 
^ley ^ of the same typo of the D,ml race, but the Huhhs 
have the greater reputation for courage. The Nngais 
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are of the Shiah sect, and do not drink wine ; whereas the 
Hun^iis are of tliat curious sect known as the ^[aulai, and 
are abhorred as Kafirs by strict<T ^[ahomedans for their 
wine-bibbiiig propensilies and their generally irreli^otis 
way of living. The HimzaSp indeedj, appK^ to be entirely 
free from any ^Lussulman prejndices. The Aga Khan^ of 
Bombay is the present sptritni head of the Maojais, 

About half a rlorsen Kuropeans only had thus far visited 
the Kan jut Valley—Colond l-ockhart i Colonel Dur4ind| 
ill iS&Q; Captain GroiiischevLsky; and, last of ail^ Captain 
Youtighusbajid * so that tliere was a great fascination in 
the idea that wo were about to explore the robber fastnesses. 

The iinmediate causes of the expedition may be sum¬ 
marised as fotlow*^ 

In i86q the Hunza-Nagar chiefs entered into a treaty 
with Colonel Durand. They undertook to put an end to 
the raiding on the Yarkand road, and promised to allow 
pro^rly accredited British officers to travel through their 
territories when necessary. On the other hand, the 
Government of India agreed to grant smcdl Ji^arly [dlow^- 
aiices to both thuins. It was not long before the thums 
broke their engagetriGnts, and the old disturbances com¬ 
menced afresh* 'fhe Thtini of Hunza tohl Captain Young- 
husband that unless a larger subsidy w'as allow^ed him he 
would nsume his cara^'un raids* as that was his legitimate 
source of income; later on* at a critical time, he would 
not alloiv letterrs to be carried through his territories to 
Captain Younghusband, then on the Pamirs. 

In May 1891, Eajah Uzr Khan murdered his ItiVo hrotherSp 
partly b^ause he w.’as jeaEous of their friendship with the 
Britiii, and ¥?TOte an insolent lett^ to Colonel Durand 
annotindng what he had done. Hews was brought to 
Gilgit that the Kanjut raids had recommenced, and that 
people had been kidnapped near Chalt and sold into 
slaveiy. At last this defiant attitude was changed for 
active hostilities, and in the middle of May, as I had heard 
in Ladak, the Hun7.a and Nagar chicfe gathered their 
fighting men and marched upon Clialt wHth the intention 
pf capturing that fortress. Colonel Durand, having had 
timely information of the mtention of the tribesmen, made 
a forced march to ChaJt with only 200 of his men and one 
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British ofBcfr. and reinfureed the garrison. The tribes- 
int'iJ, di-scQTicertcd by this prompt step, after some hostile 
deiiioi^trations, having eschausted their supplies, withdrew 
to thtir owTi totinlTy. 

Considering the provocation the tribesmen had given, 
the terms that were now to be offered to them were ex¬ 
ceedingly lenient, TTie Indian Government was ready to 
condone previous ofTences, and Colonel Dumnd was in¬ 
structed to tahe no punitive action unless it was forced 
upon him by further mbladiavionr. But, at tJie same time, 
do more nonsense on the pan of these turbulent petty 
motiarchs was to be tolerated * and, in order to insure 
the solely of our garrisons for tlic future, a new' fort was to 
be erected at Chalt, wliilc a military road, practicable for 

moles, would be made from Gilgit to Hunm and Nagor_ 

or beyon d, slioidd this be deemed necessary for the defence 
of the Hindoo Koosh passes. Tlicse roads were to be 
taken in hand at once, and should the thunis offer any 
opposifion, our troops would enter their country and the 
roads would t>e made in spite of them, Such were, practi¬ 
cally. the tertns of Colonel Durand's ultimatum. 

As soon as Spedding was tiiformed tliat an expedition 
into the Kanjut Vallty had been decided upon, he volun- 
teeretj to withdraw a number of his men from the Gilgit 
toad work and place them, together with some of hb staB, 
at the disposal of Colonel Durand as a sapper and miner 
corps, Hb offer teas gladly accepted. 


CHAPTER XIX 

A ilVWrA 9TV CAVOnT—TUB BNKMV'S rLAXS^OUHBL UORARc’s 

rOACX—TUB KARttW VALUV—ROMAL—Tfi* CflAIClUX PARt_ 

QUB tBDOrS mtACM CItAlT—tiis hSFLV TQ COLOKEL OmtAMa's 
oinitATuM—4ua rDBc* cjuHsas tub PkosTiEa 

Ok November 14, Beech and myself set out for Gilgit 
\nlh ctu limited bagrage. A-s we rode off, Spedding's 
Indian khansamah, who was left bdiind to guard o^ 
property, wished us gootl-Cnck, and smilingly said ’* I 
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wiU have a very gocfdi tiffin ready for you ^vhen wu return 
from the wars.'^ But the K:iihmirts bhook their heads 
sadl^r; 1 do not think tliey eKpeeted to see us a^ain. We 
reached digit in tii\'0 days. 

At Gilgit we I earn t tlie latest ne^vs from Colonel Lhirand, 
A Hunza spy had been captured. He confessed that he 
had been sent to discover mih what forte we were holding 
a very strong position known as the Chaichar Pari, on the 
road between digit and Chalt, a night attack on nhich 
\^-a5 con tcinplatcd by the HuiiKas. This position commands 
the road at a point where It i% but a narrow ledge along 
the face ol dangcrotis precrpice*, and so perpendicular 
are the difls falling away from it on all sides* that a ^irnall 
force holding this natuiul fortress with resolution, eoitlt! 
not be dLslodged vkithout consldeiabk difficulty ajid loss 
of life. Once before the Kanjuts seixed this position, and, 
by thus isolating it* captured Chalt. The spy also revealed 
anotlaer scheme of the tribesmen, by which they hoped to 
surprise Chalt, A number of men concealirig ihuk atms 
about their persons and carrybig loads on their backs, so 
that they might be taken for coolies from Gilgitp were to 
march up to the unsuspecting sepoys* and fall upon ihetn 
w-hen they had gained admittance within the fort. Seeing 
that tlie Kanjntis in dress and appearance are exactly like 
Astoris and Gilgittis* it i$ not impossible that they would 
ha\^ sticdes-^fiilly carried out this ingeruous plan. 

Colonel Diimnd had, however, taktm measures to 
anticipate the tribesmen, and tlic intended surprises were 
not attempted, Chah had been remforccd, and Britisli 
officers had been sent there: the ChaJdmr Pari was well 
guarded^ while posts were establiidied at other points 
between Gilgit and (halt We had signaJ stations on 
conspicuous hills, and Gilgit was kept in constant com¬ 
munication with the farthest outpe^sts by the flag-waggejs* 
On the evening of our arrival, the signal came that nrmed 
tribesmen had been rolling down rocks on the road near 
KomaL from the mountains above. 

On the following morning, November 16* we were 
awTiketicd by martid music, and on fumirg out saw too 
men of the 5th Gurkhas, under lieutenant Boisragon— 
on whom the command of thb detachment tiad de^'olved. 
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and tlie tvo 7-pognd guns, under Lieutenant Gorton, 
setting out for Ncmal, followed by a long string of Balti 
cooliies carrying ibe baggage. They crossed the Gilgit 
River by a temporary winter causeway which Captain 
Aylmer had constructed~a series ol store Ldands con¬ 
nected bv plants. 

On this afternoon, while I was walking with Lieutenant 
Aloloiiy, a very brown and weather-stained Engtishman 
rtsde up, whom my companion at once recognised and 
greeted. Thfe was Surgeon-Major Robertson, wrho for the 
last fifteen months had been exploring KaHristan, and whose 
travels and strange adventures in that itivsterions repon 
will prove deeply interesting, if published to the world. 
He had but that moment come in. and had brought six 
Kafirs with him, who much astonished the people of these 
parts by their cmtlati dish habits and f^gau rites. 

This same day Spedding's 300 Pathans arrived, swagger¬ 
ing up in a body, shouldering their picks, shovels, and 
jumpers, and carrying five days* rations of rice, under 
.Apiiitrforcl, M'Cidlnch, and .Mavnard, having tramp^ from 
^nji in two daj’s. These tall, wiry-^ Afghans matched 
in witli a springy stride, looking very business-^ikif, in 
splendid training after their many months' heavy work on 
the road. Tliey had procured a tomtom somewhere, w hicb 
one of their number brat at their head. 

The total force under C<Ji>nel Durand amounted to 
about 2000 men j but with these he hud to garrison 
Gilgit. Boonji, Astor, and hold oil the posts oti our 
long line of communication, which for many marfdics, 
as I have explained, was exposed to the attacks of the 
Shinaka tribes and had to be well guarded, CotisegucntJy, 
cSl could be spared for operations beyond 

Tlie weather was now perfect here, mellow and with 
unclotidrtl skies—a true St Jiartin's summer. We con¬ 
gratulated ourselves on our luck in this respect, 

Mow that aJi the assailable positions between Gilgit and 
our farther outposts up the Kan jut Valley were weU 
gnaided by our men, it was necessary, before Colonel 
Durand could advance with the remainder of his force 
that a comparatively easy line of communication should 
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be <-slab|i 5 hccl between Gilffit and Oiiilt. Speddmg 
iircurdingly sent funeard to construct a roiign temporary 
rmd, practfablc for mules, with the utmnst expedi¬ 
tion, while Captaiii Aylmer would find little difficulty 
in constructing temporary bridges across the shrunken 

sirefiiiL 

S(^on hiovember ty, the Pathan coolies were taken dotvn 

to the tort arms were distiibatcd among them_ 

buidcrs and Enhcld miiKde-loadcts, They also got hold 
of a lot of old ^outnanents and helped themselves, eaeli 
1^1 buckling about himself as imtiv belts and pouches as 

i amusing to observe the 

childisli pnde and excitement of these men as they marditd 
off thus equipped, prest-nting a wild and ragamuffin, thnugU 
alM fonmdable. appearance. Beech and myself, havinff 
wtnrssed the above strange scene in the fort, set out oh 
fwt toother for Pilche, the first camping-place Ln the 
Kanjut Valley. 

We eraser) to ^e fa^er bank of the Gilgit River by 
the rope bridge. This, like the other bridges in this region 
IS termed of three stout ropes of plaited birch twigs one 
serving as a fmjt-ropc, the other two as hand ropes, slighter 

-ropes of the same material connecting the former with 
me latter, A rope bridge cannot be stretched taut wnthout 
breaking : »u is always slung slackly, forming a detio 
curve. Alany men who have excellent heads on a hillside 
are nervous on a ^pe bridge, swinging dizzily as it does 
to every breeae, high over the foaming torrent. But no 
one accustomed to going aloft at sea finds any difficUtv 
on cue of these ; wherew many a seaman would feel uii- 
comioftable whtaj crawling along some of tlie so-caUed 
roads of this country. 

After following the left bank of the Gilgit River for about 
tw-o miles, wu came to the jaw's of the Kanjut defile and 
found oarsrdvp ™id scenery stiU more wild and desolate 
than that of the Gilipt Vidley. Ruddy cliffs rose on either 

ftirly birod, sandy, and strewn with boulders, producinif 
^ sc^t^ alkaijne and desert herbC 

pe I^jut Ri^r nibbed by tis in dark discoloured waves 
breaking into wliitc foam. waves. 




loj 

Tlifre was something peculiarly dreary in tliis gat^nay 
of the robber country. There were no S3gn5 of hfe: tJu^ 
indeed, bore the apiseanincc of a di-batalik l^d, the ^cne 
of frequent border forays, where no man cultivate 

the soil, knowing not who may reap what he sowti. 
It h thus all the way to Chalt. except round the fort-pro^ 
tected village of Nomal. and some time Since the entire 
population of that place w'ils surprised and earned aw-ay 
into captivity. At freiiuent kiter\'als on the road \ye saw 
finned 5^wgus, or stone breastworks, and other deience^ 
showing that wc w-ere in a countly that had seen 
fighting and hnd never tnuWT; secunty. Ue oveitixsk 
our servants and haggage-csK^lies and reached our dfetina- 
tion long after dark. Vve found no habitation^ at ^^dche, 
which is merely a camping-place wheru dwarf tainarisks 
supply a little fuel Here we bivouacked on the tor 
the night, as did MXuUoch, MajTiaid, and the lathes* 
who came in some hours after us. 

The next day we all marched oJT together to Nom^, up 
to which point the mad giK>d, havnng been much im¬ 
proved bv Colonel r>uraud's sapper^ in the spring* 

We fijtind the river sands hereabjuts to be full of small 
garnets and iron ptTites; while in several places the lartti 
WTiS t'ellr.iw with sulphur* The soldiers hertabouts manu¬ 
facture dieir nviTt pnwaler, as the soil of the valley con¬ 
tains saUjietre as w^cU as sulphur ; but they have to defiN^iid 
ou the outside wurld for tlie lead of which to make their 
bulkts- The Huiista Hiver is farnous for its gold-washuip; 
and the villagers, even with their rude appliances* extract 
quantities of tlic precious metal from the ri ver sands* 

At Nomid found a gctod deal of culti/Viition a 
I>t>gra mud fort, on whose battlements were some skfr 
btuhas (little ligem), cannon of LkuI mamifacturc, 

Spcddiiig and Appleford litre joined us, and the rnatJ- 
making was vigorously condiiclca at the first ptjri whina 
A pari is a projecting spur of the mouhlain lalhnfi 
shitvr into the river. Between the jiaris it was possible, us 
a rule, to cairy^ this winter road along the dry margui of 
the torrent bed ; but at a pari—often a perpendicular w^ 
of verj' bard rock—much blasting and gallvr}^ work w^ 
deccssaty before the roughest mule track could be made. 
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T^ppld roQfl as ^ual avoided these ob^tades by dimbini; 
high over the cli^ by steep scaffoldings, impassable for 
mules and even dithcuJt for men. The first spot at which 
the road-mahers had lo work was very cheerless and 
willy: the cUfIs rose to a great height on either side, 
shuttiug out the sun’s raj's for ah but half an hour or so at 
midday. 

The delation of the frontier ravine tt-as more remarkable 
is adi^ccd : ^ere was no vegetation, there ivere no 
mJiabitants. tbe only life being that we brought with us in 
™r preparations for war—the sepoys, the road-makers, and 
the ^ansfwrt cwiics ; while the challenges of sentries, and 
the ^ming of the blasting on the road were the most 
famihar sounds at this time. 

On Nov^ter 23 wc sav? a Hunza envov accompanied 
by a guard of K^hmir sepoj’s, on his way to Gilgii, uith a 
message from the thum to Colonel Durand. An amndng 
conversation took place between Mm and the Dogra tm\or 
til of ^omid_ Fort, a bit of a wag in his wav. *' Can 

you tell me, inquired the major, " w|en this war of „urs 
to going to begin ? Wc Ifunaas are men of peace " 
replied diplomatic envoy; » we don’t want to light at 

^1. That IS ven^foobsh of ypu/'exclaimed the maior- 
you have made aJJ your ^ndo&asl for a war; so have wx! 
having taken all this trouble w« must have a fiehi " 

„ ^ speaking wisdom," said the Wakil 

.. S'Z continued the major: 

if we did not fight after all this palaver. Let us fight 

vv ^ country that, I assure you." The 

Waiols language was very pacific, but not so I 
b^r^ contents of the thum's letter he was 

progre^rapidly, and we were neither surprised 
b> night nor att.'icked by avalaiichcs of rocks bv day ■ the 
tn^cQ oteerved our doings from distant hdehte' but 
so far took no steps to oppose us, fc » 

On November 26 I pushed an to our farther outpost and 

operations—tfffortreS 

of Chalt. The gloomy gorge f ascended on this day’s 
jonmey appearetU-even more so than did the coun^ 
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bdow--to be a place devotLd to the god ot battles, Thm 
was not a single peasant's hut; there was no vegetation ; 
blit stottu breastworks were to be seen all round, and every 
big rock was toppisd by a loiniaturc Jort capable oi holding 
twTJ or three men, affording refuge in case of stir|}rise. 

Just heJnw CJiall the narrow sutldeiily broadens 

out, Thu fortress stands on an extensive imudan high above 



TTTE KJUilJDT VAI^IJEV NltAH CHALT--'THIt TEUPOBASlV HKItKIK ASU 
niK KQYAL, 


the river, xinrf is litirroundcd by ailtiyati’cl^ fields^. It lii 
squarej with ttjweri a.t inter\’^^> «Lnd within its w"alls there 
is a camping-gToujid for &oine hundrt'ds nf men. 

The Kan jut VaJJey is here jdLtn^d by thit of Clia|^t> a 
few: miles up which there is a fort and a cnnsideraMe tillage, 
Chaprot is a separate little State that has been fought for 
and has changerl hands several tiiiirs. Tlie present rajah, 
Sekandar Khan, a line young fellow, wdio acci>mpajii™ ns 
on the campaign, is a son of the Thum of Nagar. T^vo of 
his brothers bad been murdered in tlie jire%dous spring by 
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threalciicd tltc life of Sekantlar. TEe latter consetfuentlv 
bore 110 gMd*wU to his tey.il relative, and was as ^xioiik 
as anjmncr ebe fyr the stitces^ of our arms. 

Qialt ii busy plicu fur the neait four days, our jiuitibers 
evfr iVnielling, as troops and grain cxMlies poured in in an 
aimikst constimt stream. 

It was OAmd Durand's Inteuiion to cross the river at 
^alt.aitd advance up the vaUey by the Nagaror Jdt bank. 
The indefatigalile Captain Aylmer was therefore emplovctl 
torrwiT*"*'^*^*® ^ temporary winter bridge acrote the 

Jwi miles or so above Chalt the river is hemmed in bv 
prtopi^, sf. [hat the nver Ivcd <Eimnot bo follo«x‘d, ajid J 
UToidd bo nLttsrfiiry (nr our fnree to sumiotint a formidable 
ndge knoini as tin- Rotal, some eiglit or nine hundred feet 
m height, the sumirnt of which w^s hold by the onomv 
Jite there wiLs wmo chance of our first fight taking plara 
almost witluii ntlo-sliot of ('halt fort ^ S H cc 

at Chnlt. Dr Robertson also came in with his sis Kafirs 

^lori qf making hw* :md ihm to be ciirricd rouiKl Jndia ■ 

tJiat they nnuld return to thor country and tell their 
friends wliat the}’ had scon of the British Rai; a wise 
policy'; which m other cases has done much to assist the 
frontie^'^”* diplomatic relations with the tribes on our 

taken a walk back to the 
Chatchar Pan. I met the remainder of our force (rampin? 
up Ihe road-fi^t the Gtirkhics; then the Mahamkhf 

hT^.' ”'V!l Puniulis, thob^ 

Jier^itary defenders of the frontier, with the tomtoms 
Ix-ating at tlieir head, armed with sworrEand brass-stuilrf 
shields of ox-hide, like Homeric warriors, as well as w-ith 
bnidcre ^mpering like cats along the difficult track and 
even taking !>hort ciris by leaping from le^c to ledge iq 
ii^ags, Tiieir rajah, was with them^a stout 

Shfe ^ I»P«Ja; 

rhq Dqgni Gcjicfal^ Sttrain Ch^d^ who troninmndcd tht 


Ill 


THE REPLY TO OUE ULTIMATUM 

Gilgit Brigade* arrived this day with his stafi- Tlie sonic- 
whiit ancnudcus system under whJdi the Imr^rial Servic^ 
trrhOps art employed in the field now cm its first trial, 
Wg had uaih us Dogra officers of high naik, but iii action, 
at any rate, thev’w’tre practically supersedtid by the 
officers, generally suhaltems attached to tho Kashimr 
regiment&p who led tlie men, Jio friction or other difficulty 
apparently resulted, and it seemed to me that great tact 
and sense were displayed on either side in dealing uith these 
deiicate relatiofis. 

On this night we saw narnerous beacon fires up the \^Ucy 
and on the tnuiintain-sidc beyond the riverj, a sigri that the 
tribesmen meant fighting. A strong picket was now 
stationed bv Aylmer's brhlge. which v-as all but completecL 
Spedding finLdietl the work at the Chaidtar Pari diis day, 
and the temporary^ road was thus ready. News arrived that 
the Hnnza-Nagar^ had Umit ah the stacked grass lift ween 
tills and Nilt, so as to prevent our obtaining fodder for our 

midos. , 

On Xovember 30 the reply to Colonel Tlurand s ultimatiini 
came In. It api>earcd tliat the Na^s assembled at Nilt 
had half a mhul to come to terms with us, wljen, suddenly, 
there rushed over Jroiu thii Hutiza fortress of Maiun,, on the 
other side of the river, the ferocious hisireditary Wiarir of 
Hun/.a, who broke in upon the Cfumdli threatened to cut off 
the head of anyone who ventured to 5pcak of pence h and, 
overptiwiuing ajl present by the violence of his eloquence, 
brought the Kagaris to throw in thejr lot with the Hdn^ilS^ 
He Tnaltreat«l, and "was about to slay Colonel 

Durand's envoy, a native of Nagar, but cixntiially contented 
• himself with rubbing him ol his horse and sending the rnati 
back to us on foot. 

The writun reply of din allied chieftains to Colonel 
Durund^j^ ultimatum statecl that they would have no roads 
in their territories, and boasted of their capacity to Ft?sist 
us. Like tlie other messages they had sent, it was couched 
in the most insolent terms ^ 

Curious Oriental imagery was employed in these docu¬ 
ments. In one of his earli'irr letters the thum asked why 
the British strayed thus into bis country " like camels 
without ao&e-slrings^ In another letter he declared that he 
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nriftl nothing for tht wmiiaiJy Etigltih, as he liiing upon 
the skirts of the maiUy Rtissians, and he tvanicd Colonel 
Durand that he had given orders to his foilovi'eis to bring 
him ihu Gilgit Agent's head on a platter. The Ihum ivas. 
indeed, an ejccell^t corrcspotidcnt about this time, He 
used to dictate his letters to the Court mundi], theoiitv 
literate nirm, I beheve, in the whole of his donunions, who 
w^te foreiblCt if unclassicid, Persian, In one letter the 
thiim S4imei^hat shifted hLs ground, and spoke of other 
friends. " 1 have been tributary to Cliina for liiindr«b of 
jxars. Trespass iptO' Ciiina if you dan;," he wrote t>i Colonel 
DuTiiiid. ■’ I will withstand you, if f have to use bullets 
of gold. If you venture licre, be prepared to fight tlirec 
nations—Hunza, Oiina, and Russia. We will out your 
head oil, Cdltinel Durand, and then report vou to tlie Tndiaii 
Government." 

Negotiations having thus broh^ down, and all being now 
ready on our side, the weicorne orders were issued that we 
shouid adiiwncc aemss the frontier on the follotving day. 
December i. As we had left the greater portion of oiir 
little army beliind. to hold the difTcrc^nt forts and posts 
iKitwt'en t’hait and our base, the Htinm-Xagar Field ]-c;ree, 
as it was henceforth called, was thus constituted 168 men 
of the 5th Gurkhas ; 28 men of the 2otli Punjab Infantry ' 

7b men of the Hazara Mmmtain Battery; 7 Bengal Sappers 
and Miners; and 661 Imperial Service troops {257 from the 
Itagu Purtab, or 1st Ka.>,hmir Infantry Regiment, and 404 
from the Body Guard, or 2nd Kashmir Rifles): in all 
about roon regular troi>ps. In addition to Uiesc were the 
Irregulars—the Punialis and Spedding's Pathans. Two 
tlioi^nd I^ti cooliw performed the bufb of the transport • 
WTvkd, Sixteen Briti.sh officers aceotnpanied tlie Field 
roFM. 

Ou the eve of our advance, Surgeon Roberts gave us 
ea^ an ominous little packet to put in the poefot, labelled 
bimt Field Dressing,” so that \vc might be able to apply 
prdimmary band.igcs to our own or others’ wnands. It 
recalled to mind Die handing round nf basins by a Channel- 
steamer steward before the conunencement of an otipkasant 
vot'age. 

in the Order Book of this same evening Spedding was 
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ins true t(?d to makf a pmcticable road the KotaJ on 
the fol!o\™g dav. the lidRc to be pmiotisly occupied by 
fifty men vi the Ptrtab Regiment, under Uenteniinl 

Wicldicombe; while, later on in tht* day. the whole Tiuld 
Fotce wa^ to cross the river and bivouac on the Nagar 

Early on the morning of December i. Lieutenant Widdi« 
combe crossed the river with his fifty men under coyer of 
our guns^ scaled the Kotal, and occupied the ridge without 
encountering any resistance. As he come up, the enemy 
retired. He found their stofie breashvorks at the summit 
empty, their fires still smouldering, and saw several men 
running tow-ords Nilt by rough tracks across the moiintains. 
It s™ evident that the Kanjutis had not held the Kotai 
in any force, and had emplovcd this strong position merely 
as a 'post from which to observe our ntovements, having 
no intention of defending it. 

Then Spedding, his staS, and the Palhans set out. VVe 
crossed Aylmer’s bridge, and w-ere now' over the frontier, 
and had set foot on the scnl of Nagar. 

From the top of the Kotai. fioo feet above the river, 
there is a magnificent \new^ up the Kan jut Valley. Some 
eight rnrles away w^o saw^ the tow'crs of the fortress of Nilt, 
which we hoped to capture on the morrow. 

The Sepoy'S ga^cd with inttTvst at the distant ^ towem 
of the reputedly impregnable fortress, froin wbich the 
smoke could be seen risiug. and passed rough soldiers^ ® 
on the chances of the morrow. We could see no human 
hniings in the ralley bej™d us, even with the aid of glasses, 
thougli. doubtlesSp keen eyes were W'atching us from the 
crag?, above. ^ 

But on looldng buck we could see life in plenty. The 
whole force of 1000 soldiers and 2000 coolies was slowly 
streaming dowm the cliffs by Chalt, tlicn across the bridge 
in single file to the camping-place beneath us, where a 
zereba was being thrown np. 

At sunset the numerous bivouac fires befow^ had a cheery 
look, and ha\"ing done our work, we descended the Kotsl 
and found our way to the space allotted to us within the 
i^Teba, where our welcome dinner was ready. 

The mules, which were fastened up dcsse to us. favoured 
us with a tremendous concert during our meal, and oH 

!3 
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Mound was sn orderly bustle of preparation for the night. 
We read llie Order Book to see what our duties would be 
on Hit- morrow, and turned into our sacks to sleep, the two 
hundred Nathans snoring round us. And so ended the first 
day of tlie campaign. 


CHArTER XX 

atmtascz on kilt—tiik cwwjniAa iftb cuss coji* tsuD Jicnon— 

T1IK Bluer. CBOWKBH flV TJ(E PDWIAUS^^UJNBL DOKANR 
WDOMOBU—A FOlUimN HOPR—TOH HAIK OATB t^LOWN UP AKD 

TUB FORT TAKEN UV AHAUtT-TWO CAPIUKK OP 

EKjaiV'S SOPPUBS , 

NtLT is a verj’ formidable place. As Ls the case in all 
ICanjut village, the AuPagem live within the fort, vridch 
IS a very rabbi t-warroi of stmngly-built stone houses two 
or tbiw storeys hiEb in placi-s. with narrowaUeys between 
tlie whole rndosed wjliiui a great wall, careftUJv built of 
stones, and strengthened vrith ina.ssive timbers. 'This wall 
IS t5 feet no -o feet in hciglil. and b t2 feet thick in most 
places with large square towro at intervals, Th«‘ fiat 
TTRtfs of this fortified village wierc covered with stones, and 
iwre so w*ell constnictcii that they were proof against our 
uietl w hen dropped upon them, while guns of ^-cry much 
heavier calibre than ours would have faded to make any 
impression on the great wall, the loopholes of which again 
very small, and offered lilUe mark to our riflemen’ 
The gimson of Xilt was, indeed, practically secure from' 
smy ordinary mode of attack. Another wall, about S feet 
high, juid dso Iwpholed for musketry, surrounded the mai n 
w^I, anti from here the gnniiid full awav prectpitouily on 

f fvnarrow approach 
to the chief gate. A steep watercourse served as a trench 
to tmi side of the fort which faced us as we approached 
and here the enemy had placed a strong abattis of branches 
to ^pose us. In all their preparations the Kanjutts 
exiubitrf considerable foresight and skill, and there ran 
be no tioubMhat they had with them leaders of no mean 
military ability. 

And'now it wiU be understood that our men had no 



WILT Ki'LLAjf rfioM kkAh 

Ill ihp f tJini^mi ri h NilE, »ti UvrAcrifc cutu^iiatku On ilir IrES •tt thi^ ilriilJflb \* ilf^n cnf^my'i lunliiufu ^lanFirnd -on l>cc#iiitifT jo^ 

tbe yuni ippfuriim rjku II tlttil lU^h thu ilatkm dis^ Qn pRi riicbl 4i kli« ridjpi d«u{iLi4 hy ^cayprlnfi \^iy. 
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li^t task before them, far it >vas absolutelv nocessarv to 
strongly ciefcjicied place, which the t^^had 
^tered himself he wuld hold against ns for a year and 
more, m the course of a few hours, ^ 

for tins attack, which, was well conadtred, wiselv bold 

^ wholesome terror in at! 
eneim ntm were Htubhom enough behind stone walls but 
to whom the style of fighting they were to witness* this 
aftemoon was an entirely new exijerience 
-Not being required with my Pathans for the time I 
hurried up to the ^ps, and no sooner had I tum«[ a 
protecting spur and beheld, to my sotprise—^for 1 little 
111^**^^ was m nc^^the walls and towers of Nilt right 
nf suddenly burnt out a loud rattlnie 

Si *’ff’t>'’ehad commenced 

SI,™ Ti, 1 were the first to open ike on us 

from ^eir loopholes, and then the 5th Curias. whTk^ 

the in^r Ijeutenants Boisragon and Badcock and 

who bore the Inunt of this day's fighting, advaneed oujcklv 
^Ss the brekto ground, ^tion aftfr section, makUg 
“i?* themselves of what cover there 

on the loopholes of 

the fort wd on the defenders whenever thev showed them* 

^jutis had jtuhnously cut down aU the fruit-trees in the 
wmmty of the fort, so that they should not afford us 

Bradshaw with a body of Kashmir scpoi-s 
on a bluff at ^gc of the nscr-cHli, and not nturh 

wWh fort—an admirable spot from 

whi J to command a view of the proc«dings-I joined him 
To this pJoct soon up Lieutenant Molony with some 
dozen of the soth Punjab Infantry and the GatUne^ 

Si? if*® position, and directed 

sharers of bullets on the loopholes opposite to us 

«.k; re comer. Tlie hulkig were 

whtsthng about our cars, and within a ftw miuutcs one 
fcUuw wus mortally wounded while standing by me 
and xvcT^a others were hit. Molcny himself had a nmi- 
sdlous escape. As he stooped to lay the Gatling, a buffer 
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psis^fKl through the middle of his hftlmet, cutting tht top 
o( his head, but only slightly, so that he did not report 

himself as wounded* j 

The eneiiiy*s fire was very weil djrectedi^ and it is certdUn 
that they had excellent martemen amongst them, even at 
long ranges, as afterwards discov^rtd. majiy 

aims of precision, in addition to their long hoirie-iuMe 
matchlocks—and thev knew how to use them. Our 
in the course of this'assaalt would have been exceedingly 
heavy had it not been for one fortunate circ^tance* 
The Kaiiiutis had erred on the side of caution, and h:^ made 
tiieir loopholes so small that though they cffecttiaHy 
tected their bodies, they hampered their fire oonsi^rably. 
The loophales, again, were Hnuted in number, and ttm me 
enemy's fire vras, luckilyi of a somewhat intermittent 

"'*^SpSdine, who had accompanied Colonel Dharand thnni^- 
oilt the dav as galloper, shorUy after this came acrOEis the 
miiidan to'the hluR. He was the bearer of the bad news 
that Colonel Durand had just been wverely wounded. 
Speddine had receivT>d an order to take his I^thans up to 
a height which ht-id by the Punialis, as they would be 
Useful in cutting ofl the retreat ol tiie enemy. » we 
collected our men and scrambled up the steep hnlsidc » 
fa^t as we ctmld go, tb^ Pathaiis greatly pleased at tne 
chanM of doing a bit of fighting on their own account, 
instead of standing by as idle spectators. 

WMie we were Still climbing we heard a treracndotis 
explosion soundii^g above the din of guns and musketiy* 
and perceived volumes of smoke rising high int^J the 
We put this down to the blowmg-up of one of tfcie powder 
magazines in the forlK or to tlie bursting of the enemy s Jig 
^er bacha. We attained the ridge, mshed over it, and 
came to tlie dip Avheic the Punialis were, and from beie 
suddenlv looked right down into the heart of the the 
fliit roofs and alleys being spread out beneath us like a 

map^ T 

And now’ a fascinating spectacle met our eyes, m me 
narrow' lanes there was a confusion o( men, scarctly ciis- 
tinguishable for the dust and smoke : but in a monieni we 
leaXiscd tliat fighting w as going on within the fort itscH— 
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tilr “ 

slrotiHiifjfil vjtk5 won saiv iliat die Ivaujut 

oiir men pourfne into the for+ iia\v'S4w 

niiihing out of the gaf«^ at thi» '^tfenders \me 

n»IJ^r»-™y to iSteU “ “T' to™? »■' 

a moment on the ridee but ^'etW notnst 

Pathanft to the fort thf mei 

to fire, nt the lugitim ~„4 Utde ?fTirSrTt''r‘^ 
matter to hit a nnuiine man—^ ^ ^ 

being fired at with simikrly sinaS^iulL^mVJh/r'‘ 
brtastvmrks, fiJIed with ic-„r,^ ,‘^'^'"thentimercms 

opr^itosicteof IhcN “„a •>'■•'' *0 

[toli •'»-i.!.!« 

(tirce—'witlithoesceDthmofthf. li^Jpr i entire 

did the deed—was in die dark as to i 

I wilJ now explain how- Nilt trasstoJmech 

evidentljr unav^^fW ^nhln^*^ so strong a place being 
vi^nndJhaS gnSiie^ he w^ 

(IS one of the most gallant thincs r remembert d 

Captain Avlmet. L STr SJr 

blow' op the main gate of thefptt ^ s^to ^!i t® 

mg-porty. This gate th c onlv stonn- 

thc ^tion from which tm/forec hSd L™n 
on ihv side of the fort which is tindf^r was 

difficult of apjrroacli. ^omitato^ and wm 

tJiS.ZS i ;to to'7 fito .p<« 

by Lieutenants Boisragon nml ^d/nlfc j^^^khas, Jed 
the outer wall, and ^an t” cm th^^' '"*'^*1 ^ 
abattis with diejr kukris the *^brough the 

ste^tily into them. A sm:S J'ly’*" 

made, die three officers doseli- ^ tlms been 

dorsen men. jmshed theiVwW iron^’^r^ 
for the wmirien gate of die outer w^iUl vSS S®" “^1'* 
h«k«l to p,to^ T,.q, 
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the inAin W.1IL and while his companions fired into tJie 
loopholes—Oie ofheeni tising their mvolvers -Captain 
Ayliii-LT> accompanied by his Pathan orderly, rushed for¬ 
ward to the foot of the main gate* which was strodgly built, 
and had been barricaded within with stones in anticipation 
of otir coming. Tlie enemy 00w ^ncentrated their fire 
upon this gaJJant little bond, and it is maryellous that any 
escaped death. Captain Aylmer placed his slate of gun-^ 
cotton at the foot of the gate, packed them with stoneSp 
and ignited the Iiisc> aU the while bdng exposed to the fire 
from the tow'crs which flanked the gate, as well as from 
loopholes in the gate itsdf. He was shot in the kg from 
so ^ort a distance that his clothes and flesh were burnt 
by the gunpowder. He and his orderly then followed 
T,vall of the fort to a safe distance, and stood Uiere avvaiting 
tile explodon. But there came no e?cplo^oii, for ihc fu^ 
a faulty one, so Captain Aylmer had once more to face 
an almost certain death. He relumed to the ga-te, 
adjusted the fnse^ cut it with his knife> lit a match alter 
two or diree attempts, and redgnited the fuse. 
doing this he received another woundj his hand btung 
crushed by a stone that w’as throwm from the battlcmfnt&^ 
This time a terrific exjflosion followed, and at once* before 
even the dust had cleared or the stones had ceased dropping 
from the crumbling wall* the three Briti^ officers, witti 
the six men at their back, clambered through the breach 
and tvere within Nilt Fort. Enveloped in smoke and dust, 
Ihcir comrades* who had been cutting their w^ay through 
the abattis^ could not find the breach ; indeed, they did 
not rr^lisc that one had been effected and that their officers 
w'erc wntbin the gates i so for many tfliiiutcs that little 
handfid of gallant Englishmen and Gurkhas was engaged 
in a hand-todiand fight with the garrison in Ae n^u^row' 
alloy loading from the gate^ Having gained tlib position, 
they hold it resolutely* but soon twt> were killed and most 
of ^cm wtire wotindud, and it was ob™us that not one of 
them would he left alive unless tl^ey were soon supported. 
Accordingly Ljeuteuant Boisra^ri wtjiit outside the guto 
once more to find his meUf and th\is exposed hinist:U not 
only to the fire of llic enomy at the loopholes^ but to that 
of our own covering party- In a very^ short time he w'as 
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^ck at the bre^ai agaui, at the bead of a number of 
^rkf^ wlio poured into the narri>vi alletu of the fort 
The Kanjmis defended themselves at firet; but. soon lost 
heart before the fierec attack. Hie fort ^^:as soon swarraine 
with our men. who hunted the Kanjutis throueh the 
mtneate ally's ajicl hnlcs, ^ 

IJns Nili Fort taken alter a daring rush which, 
perhaps, has not had its equal since Utnbeyla, j\s is so 
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^ten the case, the boldest course of action here proved to 
be the safest : our tolaJ loss was only sik killed and lu-nniv. 

number which would have been murh 
erewfided had what some might consider a more prSent 
couTW of action licen adopt^. The loss of the cneSStlU 

estimated that over eighty were 
kuicd tn the course of the actioi,. of the caJbnt ^ndfni of 
^ who followed die three officers ZSjSi hTbl^^ch 
hvo were foiled and nearly all were wounded. Ucuinm 
Badcock was severely wounded, and Captain Avfo^J 
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received no fewer than Uire* severe wnunds, ^^'hicli may^ 
considered as a very lucky escape when it is remembered 
what be did. Captain Aylmer and Liemcnant Eoisra^n 
have both been decorated vtilb the Victoria Cross, wIum 
they thoroughly desen'cd, while Lieotonnnt Badcock, 
who in the opinion of hts brotfntr-oHicers had earti^ 
that highest reward of valoiir, received the Uistinguisheo 
Senice Order. 



StLTFDICT IK JAlClJAaV l80*. AITSlI ttlSTOWSSS RAO DEEK.BeOWK 0P> 


^L■uly of mir men, Ijing dowm at tlie ^ge of the dift 
above the NUt nullah, now attempted to pick oB me 
fugitives, w'ho were bolting to the distant forts; whUe 
the enemymarksmen, who kdd all the sangas hej-ond 
tile niillah. fired at us occasionally, and thenr sher 
roueMy-constructed cannon, some of which. wre 

heavier than our seven^pomiders—propelled shat and 
at us from seemingly inaccessible ledges high up the 
mountain-dd^, Thi^ desultory- interchange of ^ ^v^it 
On till sunset p producing a good deal of noise and Utile 
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Shortly after desctndinj* from Uil- ridge I paired throueji 
tlie breach and entered the captiired fortress, Across the 
gateway lay the dead btidy gf a Gurkha, one of 
Boisr.rgons gaUant handful, and clow to him w-as the 
corpse ^of Mahomet Shah, "Wazir of Nagar, and one of the 
enemy s leaders, who had been shot bv Badcock as 
the stpm^g-party rushed in. Many dead Kaniutis trexe 
lying in the eamtiw alleys and behind the loopholi's of the 
walb : and though mrist of the garrisoti bad escaped, there 
were several tnbesmen still hiding away in tlie numerous 
jJimk holes and cianiiies ol this curious place. The whole 
Jaby^nth of lanes was full of our Sepoys, who were busv 
hunting uji these men, and a shout was raiwd whenevi? 
anotter poor wTCtd, was dragged out into the light. The 
Gurkhas, ex^peratr-d at the sight of their dead comrades, 
were hkc littlti hgers ; their faces had lost all the ioUy es- 
pr^ion ; their savage passions were up, 

^ flowed, they would doubUess haw 
avenged their fnends by cutting the throat of cver>' Kanjuti 
^cy could catch wth thdr fcukris. Tlie Phthans Md 
Hogras would have been no more rnercifiil. But all these 
wore di^pUncd tnxips, and the three or foiu* oQicers who 
wens within the fort effectually prevented outrage of any 
d^npuem ; the se^ys were soon drawn qp i^ide the 
fort, and .ill order and quiet routine again after the 

M 

C^r aurgeons, Doctors RoberU and T,uard. had plcntv ol 
^ evening. We heard thaf Colonel 
Durand s «onnd wws a very severe one; he had been hit 

w^^d prove fatal. Ihis btUIet. when cjctmcit-d. was found 

^ ^ garnet eticloaed in lead, fherc were 'larlf*ii full nf 
similar bullets within Die fort. ^ 

A smaU ^son wnsleft to guard the fort, but the greater 
portion of the force ^c^ped at about hall a mile horn it 
among the cultivated fields gf the mnidan. The brokSi' 
imgaticm-cMal w.ns repaired, and w^ were then well 
supph^ with wnter from the Nllt stream. Wc saw the 
fheke^g fir« of the mjmy's pickets scattcreil all over the 
mountainside beyond Nilt; but sher bachas and ralkcte 
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A DANGEROUS CORNTiR 

hccame siliTit nt sunscl^ and wt bad a ijuift night s fcsl 
In aunp after the cjcciting dai^ 


CHAPTER XXI 

TH£ TlGin OF tlECEMIIlEH —WE AFF HEfOLSEIJ vettH lOSSi—WOSK 
OF srEPOlSJfi"* nsciKElRS—I^AGPO'3 OISCOVMRTT 

We were up at dawn ou I>ecenil>er 3, We understood that 
Sp^ding's PatKaps were to make a road across the Xflt 
miUah, under cover of the gunSp and tliat the whole force 
was to then ad^'nnee and attack the large Xagar fortr^s 
of Thai, and the other deJenccs on the maidan ahead So 
it proposed: but the programme was not earned out 
and as we w^re this day distinctly repulsed with loss, I 
think the enemy can fairly ciaim tlie skirmish to have been 
a victory' for them. 

Onp'5 progress from point to point on tins day, and on 
many aftenvands, was rather like that of a rabbit 
bolting from cover to cover when foviiing-pieceSi arc abotit, 
Tlius, to go bctwL'eu tbb gidly-heod and die fort^ I h+wJ to 
cross an open space which ihc enemy had effectually 
clcarwi with their rifles im hour or so before. Tl mxM 
have been grand sport for the Kaujut marksiueu, who Lii- 
I'ariably gave each one of us a volley as he burned by. Tlicrc 
were also some exposed comers in tJie fort ifi^ii, and on 
the road betw'^cen the fort and the campr tvhich we soon 
came to know* and across whidi wc used to travel as if 
bent OR some extremely urgent busint^. There wera 
some less dangeiuus places, again * only exposed to the fire 
of distant saiigas, by which we %valkccl in a somtnvhxit more 
dignifled manner* diough without loitering. Day after 
day each of ua was indi\idunliy fired at but never hit,^ 
and one begnii to realise what a very small percentage of 
bullets really have their bilJets. 

Btfore coming thLs norrath'e further, it will be w^eh to 
explain the nature of the extraordinar\' position which now 
confronted us, than which it w-uiild be difficult £0 imagine 
a stronger* and before whidi. diL'spite all our efforts, we had 
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now to rcnmin for eighteen daj-s; a chi?ck which, as 
be e^ily imder^twflp was attended with serious danger 
for th e hostile trib^ of the Indits Valley, encotirnged by 
ouf failnre, wfi^ actually prepanog to fall upon Boonjr, 
whtie the Ksvnjutis them&elv^ were about to act on the 
oEcnsivfi, and attack our tong lino of cocnmunication. 
Seeing how small ouf available force was, and how we were 
cnt off by the snow-coverwl pai^cs from all possibility of 
feinforcemcnt untU the following suinmer, it is Quite 
possible that a disaster would have occurred had the enemy 
been able to hold us in check mudh longer, 

C!«ijunction with: the illustrations 
of >ilt (uid Majiin, will render the following description 
intelhgihle, 

K^jut V^Iey, betw'een the bases of the moantains, 
is here a^ut fifteen hundred vards wide. On the Nik 
side of the nver, the predpitoiis NiJt nullah, descending 
from the glacier of Mount Rakaposhi, barred our advance, 
the opposite side of thb nulJah being defended by ntinierons 
sangas ana sher pachaii. 

w the oth^side of the Kanjuf River, another tlibutaty 
nnllah, ^uaJly precipitous, and with its farther side 
fended by tlie cbff-encompassed fortress of Maiun also 
formed a swrnm^y insuperable obstacle. Here, too. the 
saugas lined the cliffs from the Raders to the river bed. 

On the Nngar side of the river, beyond tlie Nik nuUali, 
a well*cultivatcd flat esetends along the foot of the mouii* 
tains. Md falls in predpitoia cliffs, some hundreds of feet 
m height, toivards the river bed. On this plateau stood 
the large square fortress of Thol, with four towers on each 
t *"*Tnund^ by a deep tonat, and a strongiv 

fomficd ziarat or shrine, both within 2000 yards of 
Nik. 


We found that the enemy had spared no pains to make 
it unposable for us to tiini thk position by crossing either 
of the^ two nullahs. They had broken aw-ay what roads 
thcro had l«en and k-ft walls of rock in their place: and 
where the slope of the cliffs were not so steep as to be in- 
aco^ble, they had turned the watercourses over the edge 
of them, 50 it was hdw frticarig hard in the vaJlev 

smooth ramparts of solid ice were quickly formed 
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Ssi^rh a position a5i this is surely ntiusampled even in 
HimaJayan \^"arfarc- Vram the glaciers to the river bed 
w were faced by these impreuriable difTs, hned ^ith n!itrk$- 
men, and easily defended by what is so for more teirih^tig 
tn men than any rifle fire, an a^'alariche of rcjcks, only 
requiring the displadng of a single stone to start it from 
above. 

Againp an advance up the river bed would have been 
attended with a ienrful loss^ of life: continuous lines oi 
sang^Ls ran along the cliffe on either syde of the river for 
miles, roady to rocei’^ie us with thek raking cro&s-firc, while 
the river oed itself wris encumbered with boulderSj so that 
progress along it could but be slow ; an dp in one place at 
least, a formidable breast-^vork extended right across the 
boarh. 

It is estiniated that some 4000 men wTfre holding this 
svonderful position. It w-as a most vigiliUit enemy* too, 
that wv had to deal with. The Karijuris seemed to reaci 
our thoughl5p for some of our secretJy-planued night 
attacks were anticipated by them. They wem alwa>-5 
ready at tlie iJireateiied point ; show-ent of rock would sweep 
down the hillsides^ and large Firc-b^dLs of ri^sinous wood 
would be roUed down the nullahs, their blai:e dtsclosing 
the presence of our men and making a rapid retreat 
necessary'. 

Tile pitiMem—no easy one—hefore'our leaders, wait how 
to turn llils strong nalumJ position wilJi as little loss as 
possiblej for we could ill afford to waste men. About forty 
men had already been killed or inciipadtated by wounds; 
of our British combatant officers fis^u were now” Aors 
comhai, and only twelve were left to us. 

Tlic foltowing w^re the officers now with llie Field Force. 
Coliiiiel Dll rand had been our Political Officer as \it?I 1 as 
our Commander .Xftcrhc wus woimdeil. Captain L. J. E, 
Bradshaw, 35^1 Bengal [nfuutry, sucGCcded to the comtiiand, 
while burgeoti^^lajO’T Robertsiiti wa^s entnisted with the 
pf^lirical duties. Captain R H. Twigg, 12th Bengal In¬ 
fantry, Avas Deputy^AssKtant Adjutant-General to the Force. 
Captain C, J. Mackenzie^ Seaforth Iliglilanders, a^dcnle- 
camp to His E^sicellenci^ the Commanderdn-Chiefp 
Deputy-Assistant Quartctmastcr-Gcncral. Of the three 
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officers of the 5tli Gurkhas, Lieutenant G. IL Boinagon 
was now alone Icit. so J.icutcnant j. Manners bmMJJ, 
formerlv of the same regimt-ivl. was atla^cii to that 
galJant'little corps. Lieutntiant C. A. Molony. KCyal 
Artillery, took charge of tlic moilntabi battery m place 
of Lieutenant R. St- G. Gorton, wounded. Lieutenant 
C, V, F. Town^hendn Central liiilia HoriiCp Lteutynant 
F. Duncan, 23rd Bengal Infaiitr^\ and Lkutc^ant G. 1. 
Widdicomb^. ijtli Bengal Infantry, were attached to the 
Ragu Pertab Reeiment ol the Imperial tiMf:^: 

while Lieutenant J- McD. Baird, 2-jth Infantrv', 

and Uciitonant F. H. Taylnr* 3rd Sikh Infantry; w^re 
attached to the Bodyguard Regiment of ^le force. 
Captain W. H. M. Steuwt commaiitlcd the det^hrrwmt 
of the 20th Punjab Infanm; and siipenntendid the 
transpi-trt service. Two good officers had to be sp^Tl 
from the front to guard otrr long Unc of communication, 
Captain KcmbcU remaining at Boonji, in view o a 
Chdas raid; while Lieutenant S. illianiii, 43rd 
Infantry, after the fight at Nilt^UTia given the coimmiirt 
of our idvanced ChaU. and acted as Comimasariat 

So that the remaining officers might be ixhevcd of the 
heavY work now thrown upon them, the civilians in camjj 
were incited to volunteer to iindcrtaku outpost and other 
duties. We were alL of course, very^ glad to do this, and 
were forthwith placed upon tiie roster as officers. Lennard 
had already been attadierl to the guns, having had ex^ 
ptricnw of’ that branch of tbc service. Bweb w-as made 
Pfovost-Maftihal. I v.'Wi attach^ to the R^u Fertab 
Ifegimciit. Speddlng was appointed Gbici EnginccT to 
the Force, with the local rank of Captain, and Appleford 
was Assistant-Engineer* Btaker, of SpCMJdbig s Btan* was 
oot with us at llie front, but wa.s made conun-iutlcr ol 
Ramghat, uear which place he was siipcrinteudine the cen- 

Etniction of the road. . t' • *- 

For the eighteen days we remained here the Kanjutis 
and ourselvps weri.* firing at tach oUier froni our 

resptfretive sides of the ninlah. Our guns and utles at any 
rate compelled iJic eoemy to ktu;p within their fortihed 
villages by daylight. On the other hand, their raarksmtai 
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made it inudvisable for any of us to show his head above the 
parapets of Kilt Fort, 

^ the morning of Deceinber 4 1 wtis sent up with 

eighty Dogras to reliev*?? LieatenantTa^'lor on the ridge* and 
do picket duty there for twenty-four hours. From this 
height one coiiQiiiLiinde<l a fine view op the vaileVi and over 
the whole of the enemy's positions, and could recognise at 
a glance enormous strength of this fomidable line of 
^fence* this so far impregnable gate^y of the robber defile 
in rmnt uf Avhii h the capture of Nilt had notv brought us. 

WTiile I was on duty on the ridge this nfglit^ I heard 
aval^ches of rocks rolling dowii tlie opposite difl-^ide at 
frequent intt^rv^als. It vyas evident, therefore, that the 
Kanjutts xveiq under the impne^ion we should attempt an 
i^sault from the bi'-d of the nullah, and that ^tne pcKssihle, 
thongh diEicuit. way existed^ by which their position could 
be scaled hereabouts. Everv effort was made on our side 
to discover where this assailable point ivas. 

We felt our way carefully^ conducting recontiaissancrs 
to find out the w^eak points in their position, while feints aud 
atteniptctl night surprises followed each other. The result 
o( these rcccuinaissanccs a decision to make another 
attempt at forcing the enemy's position, at the lower end 
of the Nilt nullah, on the morning of December S, At 
daybreak we wtto to open a tremendous tre, both from 
Fort and fmm the ridgep on the enemy’s brcastwwks 
beyond the ravine, so as to cover Spodding and his men 
wmie they rapidlv^ made the road across the nullah 
practicable for our tremps. 

It was arranged that as soon as the road had been opened 
nut and all was ready for the adv^ance. Moiony ■was to signal 
to me with a flag from the gun bastion, and that then, 
leaving the Ragu f'ertabs and Pimialis to keep up the fire 
into die opposite sangas, I wtis to bring the Gurkhas dos^Ti 
tri thr fort (as tliev would be required to guard the guns 
during the advaiice) and join the Sagu Pertab Regiment* to 
which I was attached, and which, under Lieutenant Towu"’ 
shend s comimnd* ™ to attack the liarat and the sangas 
near it* while the rest of tJic force was to assault Tliol 
Fort. 

Such (he progrumme r and as I eJamberai up the 
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hill to the ridgq. 1 thought that the lollowing day promised 
to be a bufiiciently exciting fine for us all. ., , ■ * 

Jti the middle of the night, which was very hlack. just 
as I was about to set out on visitiug-founds, and all bavmg 
been quite still so far, a fearful din suddenly broke out 
bdow, whkli for a aioineat led me to think that eoemy 
had attempted a night soiTJrise on onr camp. Tomtoms 
were loudly were shotting : a heavy fire 

opened m every direction ' while avalanche ^tcr avman^e 
of rocks thundered dnwn the side of the nullah laciiiig the 


***&fw-alking to the edge of the cliff I ^ 
of fire tliat pierced the darkm*ss below that the greater part 
of this tremendous demonstration came from the enemy s 
lowxT sanjEas, the defenders of which, at inlerv^S, tn ^ _ 
large firefills of r^inems wcnimI down tlie hillside, which 
fitfnily dliumnated ihe bottom of the nullah, it was ^ it 
the KanintiSi were repelling an attack on onr side, or had 
engaged in this wild fiiiug in some sodden pamc of appre¬ 
hension. Bui I could not arrive at any certain conclusion 
as to what was going on. From where 1 stood it was a 
curious and fascinating spectacle. So dark w'as it mat 
appeared to be looking down into some bottomless b ^ 
gulf, for notbing was to be seen sa\^ the momcntaiy' ilaahi^ 
fl'ame—as fr™ invisible combatants in mid-^pac^—^n 
the phantomdike, fainUy-gltaming wreaths of smoke; 
for it w'as only wbeu the blazing fireballs wore set rolling 
that one coidd distingnbh anything of the solid earthy 
* The firing and rock-rolling were carried on througli tJie 
night with little intcniussion. At daw-o I looked dow-n i^m 
the ridge and saw that our two seven-pounders w'^re shenmg 
the lower sanga, and that the whole of the little guUy m 
which Siding's men had commenced to make a road on 
the morning of the jrd iivas packed^ with sitting 

as close as they could together* This led me to suppose 
thai Spediling w^ vTorking out of sight lower dowai, and 
that the advance would soon be made. 

The enemv on the opiMsite ridge now opened fire bolli on 
mv picket aiid on the fort below; so. in accordance with the 
orders I had received, I set my men to fire VDlle\^ at thi^ 
loopholes of these sangas in order to silenoc them. 
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Hour after hour passed by. and stiU the signal I was 
OTXiotisly looking out for did not appear on the gun bastion. 
The Qnng became intenmttent. at last ceased altogether on 
both ados, smd a complete sUence followed. sepovs. 
^ crouching motionlL 

wh«e ^"Cie any* 

ft freeing air on the ndge. 

unhl the aftOTLOon, when Caplom SteM’art came up with 
5C^_w to lebew me, and I was at last able to obtain 
meaning of the mj'stcriqus doings 

^ “J i" Icti the attack, 

Md wrre provided with scaling-Iaddcis for the nssaiiR of 
the enemy s lower sanga. lliey had been placed In the 

^ ^ It dear that 

information of our preparations had been carried over lo 
Mainn by spies m our camp. The enemy, noXubt under 
the impmsaiDn that our attack wm to be midc bj^iglit had 
strongly remforcc'd these sangas, and had p^Sed to 
oi^se the ppage of the miUah by the firi?nS^7cck“ 

^'itirfp.rted us aSTo 

sum an ciitent bad they stnencthcticd the <'iTL0-ie -ii+ 
point that our guns had this morning proved niiite^'neffectual 

^ mtentioo, and the attack was 

DcdcmhiT 9, Mine men were observed* 
upon the opposite tenk of the I^mj-ut River mioTTiS 
our tepoy^ op^ed fire, until it became evident that tlu*^ 
people had no h^tile mtention, but wished to cimmiid^T^ 

JTvSaccordingly urrlkcd dnwn to the 
ri\cr-OATikp jijnd umde sii^s tfi them that t’k^r u 

» «.h »,«y. .AH t'.h'.ir™“™ 

°" • “■* 

He brought a letter from the Thum of Miini-, 
statwl that His Majesty was quite prejiared to make peace 
but that h™id not woede to our demands ^xpSSS 
in Colonel DuramJs ultimatum, and wws as deterXeTS 
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cvw to have tio roads made through his countr>‘. He 
pomt^^out that the captore ol Nilt was but a smaJJ affair, 
01 which we had no cause to boast, and had been more or 
^ imhcipated by his generaJs; but that we must know 
that it would be impossible for us to advance any farther, 
so impiTgnable^wcre his defences, Tlie en\tiy carri. d iiack 
our Political Officer’s reply, in which the thum was infonnttl 
that It wws useless for him to send us letters Unless he was 
prepared to do as the Government of India had ordeied. 

Jjostnities 

were rEnciwd. and an exceptionally livtIv little artiUervand 

slcep.mountain h^hiiid 
fI ^h ® ra>^ouId Ojily reacli our camp 

rbi K ^ ^ «ver lower 

Inllsjdes: but, luckily, so far. wofje fcl] in the 

‘he encmy.and our repeated 
Mures to turn their position, did not exercise such a 

?■“ J* deal of work to do, and 

hSd S broS Footballs 

r Pla> together every afternoon. The Gurkhas w^re 
very' fondof the game, and threw themsdvesinto it SmSt 

scivfc. thoroughly. The enemy either looked unon football 
K some dimgermis magic rite, or objected To oTtSS 
3n™ o comnieneed LTlSd 

amnery iiw. put the shcr bachas made such wrv bad 
practice that our players and SDectato^ ™i,l 
slightist attcntiDa to them. We hiH nn ^ ^ 

of rctaJtating on these wnuld-bo 
began to piny at polo on a nv^tkTU^Sid ^i^jl 
impression that they were out bni^ ^ 

wth Alartini-Henry^ at the toophSof Xjjt showH^m 
th« d..y ...re mmek..,, lie 


USEFUL POSTS OF OBSERVATION 

Each night our at work at the botloin 

of the Nilt nullah building sangas, the most advaneeo 
nf which ivas in the torrmt-bed, right under the enemy s 
lower sanga. From the didter of theie it was poesiWc 
for us to closdy inspect the river-diffs for a waV to surmoimt 
them, an examination which could not otherwise hai\Tf been 
conducted by daylight under the enemy’s fire. And not 
only did these ssuigas form posts of oljscrvation, but our 
ind'uiritrv in pu^shing fonvtird hrea&t\^'cirk iKyoitd bfe^tworK 
at this'poitn ouzzlc-i and aiartned tlie enemy, made them 
concentrate their forces here, and distracted th«r attention 
from tliosc other portions of their long line of defence which 
our scouts were diligently exploring in hopes of discoveniig 
the weak spot. There is little doubt that our final ^ult 
occurred where it was least expected by the enemy, ^ 
losses wonld have been very heavy. To the uninitiated 
our proceedings at this time must have appeared mysterious, 
and even objectless. As a matter of fact, the game was 

being clcvetlv plawd. , 

On December 13 it was my turn to be m charge of the 
river-bed picket. To reach this one had to ^aivl along the 
prcrcipices Ixmeath Nilt Fortp somewhat tp uie r^K ot pp* s 
nock; for this picket could only be relieved and^ cover of 
the darkness. Bv dayligiit the marksmen m the enemy s 
lower sangas could have easily picked ofi every man ot us 
as wx descended the crags in front of theni. 

It was 3 A.M. when I set out through tlic dmkness witii 
twxntv Gurkhas, I heard a good deal of iuwg in the 
direction I was going, as if the enemy w'CTe attacking the 
picket. Isolated as it was. the Kanmtis might have cut 
oft tliis outpost without difficulty had they set themstiv^ 
about it. After climbing along the steep r«ky lei^es tor 
spmt Tray, wc camp to a deit in the diffp pnd at the bo^ oin 
of this I found the sanga which we were to occupy, it was 
made of sandbags, and there was only room m it for seven 
men standing or sitting in a crami>«l , an unpleasant 

place to pass a dav and night in in this bitter weather. _ 
left the bulk of mv men in a sheltered c<jmer at the top ol 
the deft, and held' the sanga with six scpo>'s. 

At daybreak I had breakfast to warm m>^lf uj^-^In 
tea and'meat I had brought with me. both partly froien. 
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^^lshi^>g tcj survey my siiiTQtindings^ I niiseci my head 
above tin." sancilmgii Jot a tnomenl ; but a bullet that 
iivfii/J5e<l by me from, iJie lower ai^d fiattonE?d itst'll 

oil the rock behind abated my curiosity^ and [ cxintentcd 
niyscll A\iih sueii obs^irvation as was po^blc tlLrou^ the 
loophules. 

Ihe hour^ went by withont Incident imtil Kime time in 
the aftemtmn^ wlim 1 heard a shouting in the enemy's 
sangas, as if they were holding communication with men at 
a distance. hSexi:, from the cliff on our side of the tuilJali, I 
heard a voice calJing, Khabardar [ fchabardar ! (Have 
a c^e; be on your guard 1)„ ji* if one of our men were 
cneJeaTOUnng to warn us qf an approadiiug dangei* Wc 
stood^ ready, not Imowiug what was about to happtm* and 
I half-expected to be attacked by a body of the enemv 
iroin round the comer of die nullah^ when suddenly a man 
appear^ standing on the crags above us^ in whom J 
recognised one of Spedditig’s Pathans. He clambered down 
delivered some writteii instructions to me. in 
these I w'as informed that a haif-hoiir's truce had been 
arranged to give tJio enemy an of^rtunity of burring their 
iiumtmus dead, who were scattcrcii all over the side of the 
nullr^, and that I was therefore not to allotv mv men to 
hre duniig tliat iwriod. 

We took fldvtantagc of this suspension of liostiliti^ to 
step out Of the confined sanga amj stretch our legs a bit 
on the of the river-bed. Tlie Kanjutie observed ilie 
truce faithful]^, and did not open fire upon us: the de* 
fendeni of ^wr near sangas did not venture to show them¬ 
selves, hut I percei^d ^at the viiUIs of Maiuji wvie crowded 
with ^p!e \ot having a watch with me. and not having 
any idea when the stipulated half-hour was supposed to 
commence and when it would be over. I did not allow mv 

tninutes. Besides, to promenade 
thus within sec-enly yards of so many of the cnLoiv's rifles 
might prove too strong a temptation for some of them, so 
we socm retired once more to the security of our un- 
comfortable little breastwork, ^ 

During the few minutes that 1 ivas outside the songa I 
had a look at the posibon opposite, but could see 
nothing utc a feasible track. The easiest ascent appeared 
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to be by the Ziarat: but it was here that 
unt-my hatl directed the ^tercourie 

(hiced an unassailable slope ol ice. Shurtly after di^sa 
another messenger came doi^ to 

I should brin| my men lack to camp, “ ^ 

be stationed m the millah that night. In lact, Uus ntti 

bSr. tl.™ 

■mprq.ui.blehB 6 l.t 5 Each raght 

Nmidu was engaged in reconnaissance. He 

SSmarand^t‘«a hm idea tlmt d wald p^Me 

to Skle the high clifb »l\«'•‘■'J' '“0^,?^^ whKm 

the ridee He suggested that he should take T.'.jm nm 
luTlIrlood mcrScuitomed f hill^dimbing. ^nd make 

the foilo^'ing dawn and carpr the ' 

It ^'as a bold design, a«d it appeal^ to be prarticawe 
M the brave Nagdn was allowed to try' what he could Qt, 
Sie diSnehSre and a partv of 
noiselesalv ascended the Nilt nnUah* But ^^ul 
or ^elbinformcd-Kaniutiswere ?;f^^lPSw-as 

our sepo^'a, and Uiey tad not goJic lar ^ 
given. First a, gun was fired as signal m the ^ 

sansa. and at once aloud shout 

S^rom sanga to sanga, the tomtoms beat die fireb^ 
and rock avalanches plunged down the 
was opened Irom a bundred rifles ^d ^i. L ® lime 
his men had to shelter tbemseH-es ^hind a T«k for a t^e 
and then to seise 

from cover to cover b^ to the fort. ^ 

it was observed that two new sangas bad arisen in ine ni^ 

just^ver the portion of the diff that Nagdu had proposed 

This did not discourage the' indomitable Nagdu, 
tried aEuin and aeam, and at last his perseverance 
rewar^d. He succeeded in climbing alone, unobserved. 
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to the foot of the cnetny'ssangas ; and now, having satisfied 
himself that the thing could be done, he returned, and 
promjytJy thought out the ouUine of the scheme of attack 
which was afterw^ds adopted with success, Nasdu is a 
quiet, siniple-lool^g young fellow, to whom no one at first 
^ght would attribute the possession oi miiny braiiLs" but 
he proved himself to be an excellent soldier, as full of 
resource os he was brave. His portrait will be found on 

page r 44 , 01 the two sepoys in the picture, he is the tall 

one or the left. 
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our little force remained in front of the great eoree 
while motinmssances, f^ts. alnd attempted nieht surjri^ 
follow^ each oth<n until at last, as was certain to be the 

mmrd of su^ patient bm dt?termiru:-d trying, the dav cam& 
when an admirably designed plan of attack oonid be 
filled out, 

Nagd^as r have said, had scaled tlie di& by night, and 
demo^trated the practicability of the ascent so far as he 
hii^f wTis concerned; but so difficult was the wav he 
had that it was held to be impossible to take 

a body of troops up these precipices in the dark It was 
Preposed that the sangas should be stormed in 
broad dayii^t. under cover of heavy fire. Nagdu himself 
- to our Political 6fficer wfam describing 
what he had ascertained of the nature of the eround. n% 
^d the ^ below the sangas was so stEp that the 
defendem could not possibly see what was going on below 
imicss ^ey came out of their cowr and lEikS over tS 
edge. Our marksmen could prevent this 
A careful e^miuation of ftc position through glasses 
from our Wocfchoi^ on the ridge completed theinffH- ma- 
Uon that bMdu l^d brought The accessibility of this 
portion of the cliff having been thus detenrUnS, it wS 
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obvious!)' important that wc sliould mike our attack witti- 
out delay, else ilif ciitmy, as they had mvanably oouc 
hitherto, would get wind ol our intention, and take steps 

to frustrate it, , . l * 

At this time Captain Bradshaw happened to t* at (aUgit, 
having been compelled to ride there in order to eonsmt 
with Colonel Durand on the troublesome subject of supplies 
and other matters: the cotnmancl therifore devolved on 
Captain Colin Mackenzie, who carried the above plan into 

execution, , . 

Complete secrecy was observed, and the spies m onr 
camp had no suspicion of what was about to happen* Un 
the afternoon of Deci niber 19 I wus called aside and told 
that on that night lieutenant Planners Smith and UeutenaM 
Taylor, with one hundred men nf the Kashin Bodygu^ 
Hegimentj fifty of whom were Gurkhas, the ) 

Dogras, a!! hill-men and accustomed to claraber oyer 
difficult precipices, were to set out for the 
Nill nullali, with the object of ascending its wd till thej 
to the foot of the diff at the point 
intended to scEde it, and there remain hidden until daylight, 
when our shaq>shooters uould line the ridjge abo^and 
tov^cr their advajice. 1 infomted that i had 
in comniand of the detachment of the soth Punjab ^ 

and that wth these Pathana^ the best marksm^ m onr 
force, it womW be mV duty on the morrow to siJenco one 
of the four sangas that were to be as^ull^* I 
instructed to take up a Martinblienn^ that had bdouged to 
one of Onr dead Gurkhas^ and do my share of firing at the 
opposite loopholes, for anyone who could shoot straight 
would be of use on this occasion. 

The tooon rose at ten o^ock this night, so it necess^ 

that the stomiing'partv should reach their hiding-place 
in the nullah before that hour, %'Tiile we were in tht 
middle of our dinner at the headfiLLartets mess, it being 
seven ©"dock. Lieutenant Manners Smitli left us : Ihe little 
force nndet his 'iiimniand vii'as paraded^ and then noiselessly 
marched off under cover of the darkness^ The men took 
with them their greatcoats, blankets^ and cooked radons, 
Manners Smith had, as I have said, earned a reputatjon as 
a most intrepid cragsman among the mountaineeifs of the 
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Gilgit dUtrict. Ko better officer than he could have been 
cho^ti to lead men np thr^t Tocky 

It wafs caicuLated tiiat the part of ijm hours 
be occupied by the stormng-party in readitng Qic hiding- 
place in the nullah : so it may be imagined how anxiously 
we others, sitting in the mess-tent. listened for every sound, 
kno^ving that not only might this attempt prove unsuccess- 
fill sho\dd the enemy detect the prest^nce of our men in the 
nullalL, but that a feadul havoc would not improbably be 
wrought iimoingst the latter by the deadly rock-xivalajiciiss 
from the sangas. 

One hour had passed quietly, vvhen siiddcnly there arose 
a loud noise of cheering and beating of tomtoms from the 
fortress of Msiiui. We held our breath to listen, but no 
sound of firing or of falling rocks follou ed ; all \v^ still 
as pw in the Nilt nullah. This vviis very^ reaasoiijig ; 
for it was evident this no alarm that the ^iim men had 

raised, but that, on the contrary^ they wer6 off their guard, 
and were engaging m one of the periodical orgies with 
which they were wont to keep their spirits up, w'hiJe the 
noise oI their festivity would probably distract the attention 
of the men garrisonmg the sangas nbovt the Nilt nullah. 
Froin our point of view the men of Maiun could not have 
chosen a more opportnne night for their 

Two hours and more had passed since the twvJ BrltM 
officers and their one hundred men had left us, and still 
there wa$ no sound in the nullah. All was well; the enemy 
had neitheT observed tiqt heard our men a^ they crept up 
under their defences. We went to bed that ni^it relieved 
of our appfehensions and hopeful for the morrow, it 
seemed as if our luck had indeed turned at last. 

Before daybreak the covering-party paraded, ascended 
the ridge, and took up a position facing the four sangas 
that were to be storened. We had one hundred and thirtv- 
five rifles, all selected shot^, viz. fifty rifles of the 5th 
Gurkhas under Lieutenant Boisragon, tw'entv-ftve riftc.^ 
of the 30 th I%niab Infantry under my’self, thirty rifles of 
the Ragu Pertab Regiment under lieutenant Townshcnd, 
and tldrty rifles of the Bod>Tguard Regiment under Lieu¬ 
tenant Baird. Lieutenant Molony wos also here with the 
two scven-pQunders. Lieutenant Wldditombe w^ left 
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in charge of Silt Fort, all the loopholes of which were lined 
mth rides. 

\Vhcn we game on the ridge in tiic freezing mist of dawn 
the men on picket'drity' in the blockhoiLSC there, havuig no 
idea of what was intended, looked somew'hat astonished 
to see so many of otir officers and men appear. The men of 
the covering-party, lying down, lined the edge of die ridge, 
and CaptEiin Colin Mackenzie gasic the order to cotnniencc 
firing. We were di^'idcd into four parties, each of which 
now open^ a steady independent fire on One particular 
sanga. We concentrated all our fire on the four dangerous 
saiigas, the distance between which and ourselves was 
between four and five hundred j'ards; at this range the 
fire of our sharpehooteis was so accurate that the return 
fire soon slackened, and then ceased altogether. It was 
evident that in the face of such a shower of lead as w-e were 
directing upon diem no man dared stand bd^d his musket 
at a loophole, sdll less come out Of cover to hurl dowri rock^ 
At the same time our two guns were busy throwing shrapnel 
on the four doomed breastworks. 

Lieutenant Manners Smith was not to commence his 
ascient until wc had carried on this fire for half an hour. 
Now, he with his fifty Gurkhas began to damber up thesteep 
rocks, IJeutenant Taylor following widi the fifty Dogras. 
From our ridge we coiild see the little stream of men gradu¬ 
ally winding up. now turning to the right, now to the left, 
now going dow n again for a little way when some insur¬ 
mountable obstacle presented itself, to try again at some 
other point, presenting very much the appearance of a 
scattered line of ants picking their way up a rugged %tall. 

At last Manners Smith, who had'been scrambling up, 
active as a cat, ahrad of his men, attained a point some 
Soo feet above the nulldh-bed : and here he met with a 
check. After a thorough trial, it was obvioms to him, and 
still more so to us who could see the whole situation from 
our ridge, that the precipice above him was absolutely 
inaccessible; it was theiefoTie now necessary for him and 
his men to turn round and retrace their steps down to the 
nullah-bed. 

Nearly ttvo hours had thus been wasted. Looking on 
with some dismay, we began to fear lest this should prove 



THE STORMING PARTY 141 

vet another of our failures. But though this check had 

iiaiuscd considfirablc ths? attack W'as by no niciuis 

to abandoned yrt- Lieutenant Manners Smithy is not 
a mEin to bo easily discouraged: he was determined to 
accomplish the scaling of the cliff ^cmewherE^, and he new 
flag-signalled to Captain Colin Mackenzie that he woidd 
make anotlicr attempt a little lower dowTi the nullah: this 
he accordingly did, as soon as he had gnt his scattered party 

together again. ^ . . 

Hr now hit upon an easier route, probably the one 
Nagdii had originally taken in the night. As we ^^ted 
over his head at Ute now silenced saiigas^ wc saw him 
from tins fresh point and damber higher and higher, till 
he and a handful of the more active and wnturesome sepo^-s 
who immediat ely followed him were within si^rty yards oi 
one of the four sangas on the edge of the cliE 

It was, happily* not until this moment that the enemy 
had anv idea that a party of sepoys wiis scaling the heights. 
The Mmun people first detected our men, and shouted a 
warning acro^ the riverj which was carried up the mount am- 
side from $anga to saiiga until the men bolding the four 
sangas with which we were immediately con^rned 
reahsed that thdr position being stormed^ and that 
unless they bestirred themselves to make a resolute defence 
nur sepoys w'ould be amongst them* and their retreat 
would be'cut olT. Rocks were now thro™ ov;er the sanga 
walls ^ and showe rs of stones poured down the Happd y 
by this time most of the gallant little bad passed Im 
points most exposed to these deadly missiles, and the rocks 
either swept down the steep shoots tO' the left of nur men, 
or bounded harmlessly ov’cr their heads. Several men, 
however, w’^e re inn re or less sen cuisly wcmndeil. Ljcu tcnMt 
Taylor himself w^as knocked down by a Fock, but luckily 

received no injuftes of any account. ^ 

The t^vo British officers manrenvred tlu ir men atlimrably, 
watching their opportunities, workirig their way from point 
to point, with cool judgment, betw^eon Ihe avalanche, and 
^^lowlv gaining tJio heights foot by foot, ft ivas a fciiriul 
thing to watch from our side. A little^ lack of caution or 
an unlucky accident might have so easily li^ to scores of 
our men being swept off the face of the cliff during this 
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perilous ascent. \Vc poured in a fiercer fire than ever to 
Ftlcnee the sangas; but we could not prevent the defenders 
from throwing rocks from the inside of their breastworks, 
which, dislodging others, produced dangerous cataracts of 
stones. 

Still our men pushed pluckiljr on np the steep slopes 
under the sangas; while the Kanjutis became desperatf, 
knomng ^at there was no hope for them should the sepoys 
once attainthesummit. Sonteafiheenemyeidiibited great 
braverj', boldly standing out in the open and rolling down the 
ready-pilcd'up rocks as fast as they were able, until they 
were shot down by the marksm<^ on our side of the ridge. 

At last—aiid it was a moment of intense suspense for the 
OTiloolurts—WB saw lieutenant Manners ^mith make a 
sudden djish fonvard, reach the foot of the first sanga, 
clamber round to the right of it, and step on to the fiat 
ground beside it. A few sepoys were close at hb heels, 
and then the men, ha^'ing got to the back of the sanga, 
began to use their rifles. A few shots in rapid succession, 
a rush through the opening behind with havonets and 
kukrb, lien tenant .Manners Smith hiuLStif pikclling the 
first man, and the sanga was ours, those of the garrison who 
were not kifled within being shot as they fled down the 
sidc by our marksmeu on the ridge, and from the battle¬ 
ments of Nilt Fort, 

More men having now rejoined Lieutenant Manners 
Smith, the other three sangas were rapidly cleared in the 
same way, Nagdo, bold as ev'er. rushing "into one sa nga 
and fighting the defenders single-handed. The positton 
being now secure, Ucutenant Manners Smith collected his 
men, ancl a short halt was called until the remattiiiig Gurkhas 
and the Dogras under lieutenant Taylor had come up. 
Then, dividing into parties, the sepoys attacked and carried 
the numenDus sangas which studded the hillside, firing their 
roofs as they emptied each one. Some of our men swarmed 
high up the mountain-ride, captured the sher li:irh.nf posted 
there, and relied them down the precipices. 

A determined rcsbtance was offered by some of the 
enemy's marksmen, who fought to the death and asked 
no quarter; but seeing how desperate was their situation, 
between the storming-party on one side and our rifles oii 
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thi^ ridgC!, the Kaiijutis became Hurried, their fire was un¬ 
steady and the casualties on our side amounted only to 
fopr riien wounded. Then the tribesmen lost heart and 
btgim to bolt precipitately from their defences; at least a 
huiidred of them were shot dotSTi as they attempted to 
escape, and many of those who succe^td Ui geltmg away 
(iniii the ridge \vcre picked off by aur rifiemei^i in the 
And now the tomtoins that hstd been beating m the 
disiaticc became silent, and suddenly we saw a strange 
siirht beneath us, which made our men raise cheer iijwn 
cheer. The garrisons of the enemy's fortresses, lealiang 
that we had effectively turned tliis position, on whose 
impregnability thev had relied, that we had ootflMkcd 
them, and that their retreat would be speeddy cut on did 
they remain where they were, were seiitd with paitjc, and 
wc looked down upon’lonF streams of men burriiing up 
the ^’alley on both sides of the river, the defenders of Mmm, 
Thol, anil the Hiarat, hundreds upon hundreds of Kanjutts, 
rajdng lip to Himza and Xagar for their Hves, and abandon¬ 
ing to us all the country within sight. Many horsemen, 
too^ were galloping up the valley, evidently notable : ana 
among them, as we after\i'ards learnt. Vniere the lea 4 e^ of 
the Kanjut forces, their genrnil^ the Wazir Dadu^ and the 
infamous Uzr Khan ol Nagar. 

Tliese terror-stricken people were not able to get avfiay 
$a fa-st as tliey would have likihd; fot just beyond Maiun 
the Turujntain falls predpitously into the rH^r and for some 
distance the path is very narrow and diffitult. Here tlie 
hiiJT^’ing fugitive^ ^vtirc iiecked by a tremciidous block o( 
huTuanity. We surprisetl to see what large garnsuus 
these forts had containt*d. Our gtius shelled the flyiiig 
triljesmen* but with liitlc effect from tliis distaitce. 

The attack had thus pro\*ed a complete success. As 
one of OUT officers tcinarkedi one might see many a biggM 
fight than this was, but never a prettier one. The whole 
was ven^ dewrlv planned and conducted : whilt the 
dash wnth which the' Ka^^hmir sepoys, under their two 
British officers, m.shcd the sangas. evidently dumoraljsed 
the bulk of the K.^njutifi who held them ; and to this must 
be attributed the extraordinarv^ dispanty between our 
casualties and those of the enemy. 
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The 5U1 Ciirkha^ had gallantly bomc the brunt of the 
first day’s fight. It had now been the turn of the men of 
the Kailimir Budygwird Regiment to pmve of what stuff 


A poeeA AKu A citraitKA ixpey oy tftb kasriud 
ADOVCOAHn XRCriQIXr. 

they were made : and they certainly ncqaiitcd themselves 
admirably in this assault, which was calculated to try the 
nerve of the staunchest soldiers that ever .fought'. It 
was grand to s» the way they followed the two British 
lieutenants on this desperate venture. The Impena] 











* ANOTHER VICTORIA CROSS I45 

ScTvitc troops distinguished themselves in this the first 
campaign in which they have bcCT cmploj^ and haw 
shown that, when properly led, they can be fully relied 

upon for the defence of our frontier, 

In recognition of the gallantry- He ^spl^ved while 
this attack, the Queen conferred the Victona Gr^ m 
Manners Smith. Thus, though this wus 
little wars, no less than thrceof our nfficers iron tot covet^ 
decoTution, while an other was appointed to the Dis tnguis 
Sersicc Order. But this was a war of forlorn In 

an expedition such as this, when a handful nf men 
into a remote and (Ufficult region to tove a wtU-a^ 
greatly superior in numbers, out 
positions, it is only by such feats of uidiyidual 
that tnctory is attaint with sa htrie loss of life. 
of indecision on our part before Kilt, * 
boldness in the hour of attack, would have led to far heavrer 
losses on both sides and pcHsihle disaster on outs. 


CHAPTER XXIII 

ADV^CXCK OF OB» FO«C..-PMeSOK™ TAX*:. 

OF KACAx-FLicirr OF las nmu or 

UUXIA—OCCIJPATKIS Or Jf ACAK—OCCBPAtlOX W UlJWri—* 

TtaiuaumK Hi:rNT 

It was about midday when we ceased firing from ridge 
and led by our commander, we reliei-cd our fecUngS mtii 
tbr« rin i^g cheers. And now we had more work before 
U5 : for DiptHin Colilt Mackenzie did not neglect the maxim 
which teaches tlial a flying foe should be followed up. It 
was not his intention to jpve the Kanjutis the op^rtunity 
to organise another stand. They wwe now on ^e run, ^ 
and they were to be most energetically kept on tte run 
by our troops, until thdr complete submission had been 

and martemcn were now rrithdrawn from the 
ridge, luid fell back on the camp We had time to break¬ 
fast before the force was fottned up and a generat advance 
ordered. 
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WTitlc the main force was advancing to Ksan* I was 
ordered to escort a body of prisoners as far as Chalt with 
ray detachment of the 2oth Punjab Infantry, and then 
return and overtake the main body without delay. This 
meant for me, as it tamed out* a journey of forty'-five miles 
—a forced march Tvith a vengeance over siich a rough country 
as this. 

There as I knew, a chance ol the enemy making a 
last, determined stand at the capital of Hun^, a very 
strong position : so t was anxious to he back with the force 
as quickly as pos$ibIc, fearing lest 1 should miss the storm* 
ing of the tlium^s great castle,, a wonderful place from alt 
acconfit^^ full of the spojl$ of a hundred pillag^ caravans. 

As soon as 1 had delivered my prboners at Chalt, I 
hurried hack to Pisan, I came across orowds of men, 
wtjmen, and children driving the cattle back from rise moun¬ 
tains, to which they had been taken for safety, to the 
villages in the valley—a prwf that peace had been r+storcd: 
m Xagar, if not iu Hunza, and that the people had great 
confidence in us. They came op to me wirii demonstra¬ 
tions of friendship, and explained as w'cll as they could 
that the ruler of Nagar had surreudered to our Political 
Officer, and that there was to be no more Bgbting on their 
side of the river. The poor people seemed delighted at 
the treatmirnt they bad received at the hands of riieir 
victors, and the security from all molestation which had 
been promLtfd them* They brought me apples, which, 
with iced wiiter* was my sole nourishment until the follow- 
mg day ; and not a bad diet either is this to work on. 

The Nagaris struck me as a particidarly pleasant people, 
and there w^as an honest look in thdr rosy faces. Many 
of the women were distinctly pretty. It seeraed strange to 
l>e thus marching alone through the midst of a tribe that 
had been fighting hard with us but a lew hours before, and, 
after doing our best to kil] each other one day, to be thus 
on the most amicable terms the next. There arc no other 
Eastern eoantries that I know of, and 1 should say there 
are few in Europe, where one could vn?nturc on such an ex¬ 
periment as this; but I was, indeed, perfectly safe with 
our recent enemies, and it must be kerned that these 
tribesmen never exhibiti.^ the slightest treachery in their 
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dealings v.ith m. They fought •. 

obsen^ truces ; and, as soon as they had corofi to 

cSion that they had had Jightmg 

most pbilosophicaliy accepted the posiUon, and f aU 

lea., am j, 

occupation of Nagar; there vepr f 
ha^-iRE Ilirtber tionblc on tl^at side oi the nxer, ine 
Thum was therefore infonned that ^ the weapons m h^ 
conn^^tS bo collected and ddivered to ^ within a 
certain time and at lo A.ii- onr force cvacriatcd Ihe to.™ 
and marched five miles back down tbc valley to 
TsiUage on die Nagar bank of^c Kaniut River, and exactly 
dODositc to the capital of the Slate-. 

wya is situSted on a cliff ^me 600 feet above the 
rix^il the view from here of the KanjuHortr^ cm the 
other side is exceedingly fine. 
orcliards and fields, broken here ^d there 
slope steeply up fmm the rivcr-hcci to the Hunza capi^, 

wl^ stm»^ high on the mountain^ido-^ v^-sm- 
SSed Sy. covlring a dome-shaped hiU, pd so faming 
a pyramid ol buildings rising in steps ***^ ™^’"Snd 
of the Hunza monarchs, which mowns the sui^. 
the town yawns the dark mouth of a narrow ^rge hemmed 
S by™5pices of immense hdght-an awful ch^m m 
the mcmiifciins. at the head ol which glaciers o g i c g 

greoo ice and stupeodous snow'Y 

^ ms ina.ssivc fortress, w-htdt has for 

yearn llic secure stronghold ot the robber ^“8*. , 

Ul that day, stands tlius tT„ ^ d 

of a sublime landscape* It would be ^ 

to find a situation more magniacent; fj' 

Samava one docs not even notice at first the (^aiit Hunia 
capitil-dwaiied as it is by the gigantic scale of tlw s^- 
roundiiig scenery, it appears merely as some insignificant 

^^rhe^Hunzos are a thorough people, and were ^ 
cnereeticaUy Jealous in rendering ns aaistance as tnw 

lmd1»eni^fighting us a ^yw tw^ before. A^p^y^ 

Irilx'stncn in the course of a fei^, hours 

temporary bridge across the Kanjut River to facilitate the 
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of OLf troops; and as sewn as it was ready Captab 
Bfli^gon, and loo roeii of the 5th 
Samajia to occupy Bun 2a Castle. 
Hnn,n peMon to go with them, and, taking 

*‘^'1 proper 

treacherous tricks, 

«]gut hase^D leading ns into a trap by a pretended sub- 
irassion. The groimd bdow Hnnza was admirably adapted 
for an ambuscade, and to have weakened our JittlJ for« by 

of attacked, and ou*r ascent 

s!e ^^tched with some anxiety from 

heSsZdeL™" rr 

ifit tortress and commanded the position. 

We desG^ded the cliff to the river, crossed the nmv-made 

from te^eiS^iSa tnonnted 

t rraec to terrace, the path being narrow nier^ed and 

steep, genctaUy ts-ith high stone wtUIs on 

to attack us. W e saw no wqmen or childron~a somewhat 
s^p,Clous erreumstance; hut the men ca^e om 

LT surrounded by a ZS 

knnSfl we« tnxl in 

5?th cotnple.xion. 

them were fuiely diiseiJed liie ttrennri, 

and the determined but rather crueJ exmesdon'^Iff 
mouths was noticeable. Jtptession of their 

They had a rather more truculent air than thr 

twoyjpkS and'iuJ*th^^'ho’SiSi^'in'lhr^Stw^pSt 

The notables tried hard to dissuade tn ft^n™ ’ 1. 

ea.!!.. explai™^ u,« i. SS^l£y“r,!KX 
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thum s liimberi a'Hd th^t thty hs-d swept out and 
A much tilctr house for ijs in the town below, the rruuisipn 
of soine wadr or oLlier hig man who had accompanied the 
monarch in lib flight. 

These argumimts naturally only served to make us the 
more keen to occupy the castle^ and thither we Insbted on 
being taken. We passed through the alleys of the towm^ 
and entered die gate of the thumbs stronghokh We found 
it to be a curious rambling old place^ siitne five storeys high, 
wf^ll-buitt of sun-dried mud. stones, and timber. At the top 
vi^re tn^rhangiiig galleries of tastefully carved wood. Some 
of the moms wore capacious and comfortable^ hut most of 
them were merely dark little cdb. A ladder placed in the 
middle of the flot>r of a room, and passing through a square 
hoic m the ceiling, afforded access from on e storey lo the next. 

We were up betimes on Decetnber and proceeded to 
mmrn^e ail the nooks and comers of the deserted palace* 

1 ^ t ^ that the treasures of uiany a pillaged caravan 
and me results of many a raid were stored here, so the 
search was an exciting one. 

The tribesmen had bcMiu infoi-med that, provided th^y 
gave ^ip I h-rir arms, their property would he respected bv 
uSp and that they would be pid b^k in tmd in the spring 
for the cattle, ^ain* and other supplier which were re- 
qu^tiQiie^i by nur forcr^ sTiljsequentlv to their submission : 
^t the p^sessious of tJie fugitive thum w^re declared to 
be rorimteo, so we set to work to collect together all the 
th^t were to be fomul in the place, individiud 
looting bting of course forbidden. 

As a matter of fact, few articles of any worth were dis- 
covcrwl; ibese were afterwards sold bv aiirtion at r.ilgit. 
^4 the ^eeds were di%-ided among the wpow wim had • 
Iw” i We %™re Informetl that the 

5 = j..!*^ Tv’ll' I/'^^P-itations for flight long Ijcfore 
TjJf'T iinpfased some hundreds 

‘’J hi.*! wealth 

the Htndw Koosb, Tt is also more than 
probaWc that his subjects had not neglected the splendid 
apportnmiy of appropriating the remainder of their 
monarchy personal property during the inter^^ between 
his departure and our occupation of the castle. 



Kunth CA6TC-I AKP TOWHt. 
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Stillj they had not taken aU, and we raked toeethcr a 
cimoiB and nnscdlaneous coUoction of odds and ends 
secrated away in the various chambers 

We smraely jmticfpatcd that the most valuable loot to 
tM tound in robber king's stronghold would take a 

i^rm?h!ii^* believe tile monarch 
cauinot himself read, his library was extensive and interest* 



««>v, OF apTii FUKrAs oirAXTav ako nn«« ovk. 


bcautifuUv bound and ilium- 

lit2"eiS!SrS" ^ I think but 

the secret treasure-room of tl^ Sm™ I 

feast our C3*es on a vm' Ali Baba's 

But having had some disappointing prav 5 oul 
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pf hunting for pirate treasure, T dared not fed over- 
sanguine. 

^mebody's keen eye petcei^ieti that a space in cm* of 
the towers remained nnttccounted for, sliowing that there 
must exist some secret chamber which had no windows, 
and the door of which bad been walled up. This was very 
exciting. After probing about and knocking Ac mud 
plasty oft the in plaj-cs, we last discovered 

the artfiaJly concealed dooz^ which oar Gurkhas soon 
battered then we found ourselm peering info the 

pitchy blaekiscss of foe m>'5teritnis vault, A candle was 
lit arid entered. The ^ance did not dispel our 
hopes, but on the contrary tathir raised them. Banners 
and chard-armour hung from the roof-beams, and all round 
the walls were ranged in order large^ strong, wooden chests, 
and sacks of or kafoen The first liiest was cai^ 

fully opened, and Mfas found to be full to the brim—wifo 
gunpowder. One by one w e e^caruined all the others, with 
a like result The sacks for their part contained garnet 
bullets. 

So we had discovered no treasure-room* and tins was 
evidently only the principal powder-magarine of the 
oountTiii^ We came out laughing at our frustrated^ hopes* 
and had the door barricaded again, in of accidimts * 
for there \tas enough powder in this magazine to have 
brought foe w'hole castle ttimbling dowTi upon foe fowus 
betow' on the application of a spark. 


NOTES 


ftam 

3, dfsodar : the Indbn cedar. 

toTiga ; tbe tcnfa the ptst^haiH qI tn4fA. It hm b tail* 
board tbat Icta don^ io tbat there are aeahi for three 
paa5en!|;c!r!i; one heihle the driver in Tro nt iuid two behind, 
ne fycCp who blow^i the borap etandu oa the step. 

3, u«f]> r the *" navvy ** oJ India. 

*' pronounced pa-lflii (occioit on second ay liable]. They 
are frontiavroen who spe^ the puitito ihalectp which is 
distinct iTom the Indian Imni^niges. 

The Boltis are people of B^mtan ; the Kitahiiairis arc 
people of Kashmir. 

4 , a fovjA vt^s- Mr Knight was there £o the month □! April. 

when the Knows on the mcnntiiiiis had bejpm to melt alter 
an exceptionally hcAvy fall. Alcxandet embarked hla army 
in the last days o( Octoberp when the Bummer melting oE 
snow had 0injihrd. Itadbn riveri are at thdr lowest in 
the winter monthsL 

6, SikMt a Hindu leligloui sect, founded lo the f^injnK that 
devdoped military pow cr and became b kiagdoca» 

?* CAiftt: a people of Mongol stock. 

Afridiit Akkilt^ and Muyis * vjiHotia tionticr tribes. 

% quata : puflh with n quant nr long poJjv 
10.,, raiffi M'aAj lAniwgli IAa netlMl^tifi hatfitf ^ snrb oeeaJiiofwiI 

mighty happenings might account farTlrniBlnynn rivClTi 
having^ in the pajit, changed their courics. The Hyanspes 
is reputed to hnve chmgod iti eounCp possibly since 
Alexander's Invasion. 

II, : a comiptiiin ot iht wwd " MimRoU'' Thu Mu^l 

jtopireof India niloj ovict by klngtof Tnrki nucestTy. 
Thie Torks were o| Mongol race. Tataria tram the 

Chinese steppes, also are or Mongol mce: sa am TLbctuifl. 
iA* Happy VaiiEy r a name given to Kashmir. 

the In^an biM rmrespmidmg to tho EnellAh cuckoo 
li the coo-el* or ko-oL In the Indian hills and in Kashmir 
the fuckco has the real cuckoo note. The cuckoo and 
ko-d both lay egg? m other birds' a«i 3 , 

SriMgat ; otiffnnlly Surj^a Nagaj-j, Sun City.^ 

TeliAfd-5uifiifUiN i Lhxnnc of Solomon. 

*34 
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rfcriE’S'ss • V i” 

fff the pe^3ple arfl MuHolfiiaiii. 
tG TmotHfi; me sununer ** *** 

rtfltiKJU, : dM£« by profeMwial 

17 , giurmit : «ic wlip deUghti in „it.tnjnlr >‘^ ‘’' 

so, gift } bultcf melted dowc t* pte«rvt It 

djtsiur : pnMlOlllM:^ dustiWT. 

t,, Watir tJogh ; tyt vi*ii. prtme TbeobuBr* in 

^ *, w».,»u». 

to ijwoo-t out- 

a?, putulit: an oduentKl Hindu. occasfan, 

cAoutidon -* watdjnten ! bodygitar ^ jepmdent 

: the 

States by a Political 0®*^ ’ l „ „f the MoRhul rmpcToW 
A AhrtT. 7f“',?XJ!drTll^rst 
ollndia. who asctl In his early 

Ol the Slosbol tbererare aecus- 

Idog Of FerBbaiii 1" Torkistan. and 

tatned to a cool climate- ^I 

Syr MaAol.- - Lieht of tl« ** 

the Emperor J^angir. 

..." 

rsr s£i'“5£^'^s^ »•'^ ■" 

ol the valley^- . -c? » t^r a ■*' ti-n " or 

aa.frrisAiskr thewott1a«dintl«Ea5l<ora tip g 

36, 4 irA DMf/aA .* mail carrier. Kashmir. At one time the 

37 , DhfrdJ - **■* 

S «,E,Te^ into the Hiinala7« conotriosol 

Kaahiiiir a^itl 
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37* raiH/ail 
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Kashmir Is ju*l within the inAuence ot Hit S.W. 

'Te’ intermitintit min in Joly, 

Ani^ustp and Scptsntter* ■" ' 

ikaHMfar £ on pflii-ial, 

: plural o( a »tODe cpfrin. 

^‘^"rini^r iMffli* *f the Buddhisi leliginn in 

44 F t*t&i: reat-hquiic for travdicn^ 

45. itie Tfltnr rtgiffle the Chinew wotr thtir hntr 

SJam * servitwJfc Quriies were dit- 

wded the Chinese fevqluLioa. 

a jtnn^ Hi li^^ds, «eJ bead rcpresenUng a pfaytr. 
^ the tifiv dtre pfaym he fingens thv beads (" tdk ** the 
Wi) nntil the ptajTTi have Ml beta sMd. A ptaver 

^heel ii tanlameiint to the sayltir of the pntver 

46. it 4 Buddhist bdia that when a Lu, dies bis 

ThisisenfM 

so, (dofH i t a hu man weahnew to idoUse. The BuddhUts. as a 

MtstmrfaH mtttiawarifi ~ misgifttianiHi of thi. t. *i 

"T.ir.sr.- “• 

p«pi- wild 

The people ChilliJlr Bil of 

hoisebatt'^SherpJaV is & 

&h bnmiwed the gametam ijJmTtTd SltS“i‘t 

«e™, ,0 be i„dlge„o« ,0 pejetl 

cAumf : A ipdtitcii:^!! drink, 

60 , «i«nni,r.v; the ctd Knetish nofd for wtin. 

OficH kjsown aA mnaimeri, A^tnu were 

fit. ^J*i .• the flat at the head ol the 

.- a periormanfio by tiarli«nin*. Harle.ini». 
in rjaatot. tisht-fitting 7 o,"u "« 

□olomkcn by theiir funny Actiofis,. amnse 

jAoaw i a rwd uutmuieai. 
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bend-dteas aad cItAk warn to eenflooRi*! 


6£, fnilri amd i 
occsi^ioii^- 

Gttgona* ehant; ehanii »! to music ia lbs time of Pop* 
Grefocy JCJn. Ronw* 

of ft pTftc±ia4^ ifl 

Europe by RonaaHi CftllMjbca aad 

iii. TiSefu- mutit: iJm wcbortni ctmsbti?d ol 

wbicb played Ui« mt, ponetuated by the claih of cymhato 
and tbe drummAJ^ oi tambsaiifle*- 
73^, deep vsiHey ucroa* the lidgfl- 

J ft itcep l^l^y Ibfl Oft ft 
79, jfdJi t HiMdustsAi word nieanmg lj™icii. 

Bo, ma ; VOMsl m wWeb tiffin V^nch] l5 GUTIhI. 

$lr shiAaritig: htlfttmE;^ 

(H. ; iumlb Iona dtoms beaten by means of the finaem- 

^>5, Jiiiajtna : Ijetnalft. - ,, 

98. Ki^kmir Du^b^t: the Mflhatnj* of Kaahmtf and 

loo, AlexanJir noi rt fnocrffrr.' the Ibnoi ^ ^j,0 

MqoiiUited with the (act that AlesflMidcT the CTcat, WJIO 
eomjueied HiodustaB, wa® n EuropcM mon 
ifti, Kajifr: non-believors, 

t03, yr^'Wwwe" ? sismdmcn who uxd UaEs to 

^ tep««oted by holding 

flog! in ceitiLiiji |Ks^tionft 

u^max t tbe anther' wa* & seaniEui « ^ ^ 

cofTi:spond«ftt. 

107, ; tiger tnb^ 

108, WnMU ; M Tftidl, a pleader, ^ftUy a pJtader in tn® >*«- 

e&urti; licfB oii efni^ary pi poace> 

109, mo 3 cf«» iT plain- 

no. &*a«d*r .' thl* is the ItwHm fit 

tiAi ne becQUie ccuPEomi ajnPiig Royai houses 
andcr‘i in^'aaion in tbe Jpnrtli century ft-C, 

PuniuJit i one of tlie nuiny border tribes 

pf th« British in thdr fiRprti to suppnaa disor^ct ^ 
upftb-wcfltGtn tfootief ol India. 

Ill, imperioJ Simif* fiwpir tlMlW 

Icdian-ruling prince* to co-operate ^-ith the Btitah m tne 
delDfLca of India. 

na, Ciltifliicf-irrdniiir ; too thnt crease* the English ChEnntl, wbrcH 

49 3 , 4 ptprfpuaiy jpu^b erpising* 

] 13i * embankmEJit. * 

ti^* i4ti6>a^iiS ■? dcieiiiivfl wall ftf branclt& trees- 
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FA^ ; 

ii 7 p mskASoeA r the flat limply a to wbkh Ji 

Ujglited mmtcli [in A kind of tap&r]i vflj milled |< 

sa HI to i^itc the cih 2 r]g.e dt poMider And fire the gun. 
The nuttcU^k bad a Jand df trigjscr TThici! hdd the lighted 
iTuitchp luid did ndt Igpito the powder untit It wba pTiused. 
ThU hnpcovemeiit tkdie, erhJe the match 'WAA buming, 
for aim to be takcB- Jt wm aa improyemeiit mi the first 
gun, but upt 90 gPCNd p 5 the lihit-lpck* which siiccceded 
the nutidilock. {As the imt-lpck l^ited the powder by 
means of a momentiLry ipork^ it did not dauu the eye 
when tidcic^ aim ai did the matohloch,} 

] Ktikrf : the famnui short Gurkha swerd. 

lue, Umhiyla : this refers to b fampua fight with the Benennla 
on the Dorth-wtatofii fioptier pf Indian The nmplKity 
of chaiacter oj the Bunerwals (people ol Buoer) ia a 
byword throughoat ludia. They ore hpoettuid ttieDdJy as 
Well as iituple. 

tzi, raF^a ; atooe wah. hrasthlgh. 

i2Zp ftpayi TCEkUy oipahi, the Hindustani word for wldh^, 

1:17^ FCihirr lilt of ofEicen. 

13 ^, vmiing rouadr ; a tnOitiiTy term. The rotiudf axe made by 
the pffioer In charge to see that the ienliacli on keeping 
a good watoh^ 

136 , Victoria Cioss: the highest deeormtiDii granted for 
bravery on the held of battle. 

137. Mmiitd-Htnify : the poirtioular type pI rifle uied In the Brltiih 

ariny in 1^1. 

Menit'fdAf: the tent In i^iioh the of&ccre hod meos ate their 
mail). 

fmoska : a Hinduitani word ntcaiung ** ahow«'^ or foDihcatEoiiw 
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